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Professionals Who Serve the California                

City Manager Community  

City Managers have been criticize, chastised, 

rebuked and castigated since the Robert A. 

Rizzo/City of Bell high co mpensation revelations 

were exploded by the Los Angeles Times. It has 

become boring and redundant to read of Bell 

and the poor policy decisions, deceptions, and 

the unconscionable public administration 

perpetrated by Bell public officials.  The high 

salaries, "unreal" benefit packages, low interest 

loans and whatever new issues that may be 

revealed have been destructive to the City 

Management craft.  (Continued on Page 2)  

 

"We come, not to mourn our dead 

soldiers, but to praise them."                    

-Francis A. Walker  

 

Norwalk Honors Vietnam War Veterans         

and Their Lost Comrades.  

Norwalk  honored the 58,268 Americans who 

were killed during the Vietnam War with the 

display of Vietnam veteran John Devitt's half -

scale  replica of the National Vietna m Veterans 

Memorial  last month at their City Hall.  Norwalk  

lost 53 residents to the war. City Manager Ernie 

Garcia  is a Vietnam veteran. Mayor Gordon 

Stefenhagen  and the Norwalk  City Council are 

congratulated  for the huge success ! (Please 

see Page 10 of t his Newsletter.)  
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http://www.piperjaffray.com  

Professionals Who Serve the California                

City Manager Community  

In 1908 Staunton, Virginia became the first U.S. 

City to employ a city manager; others that 

followed include: Sumter, South Carolina (1912) 

and Dayton, Ohio (1914).  Of course, the 

objective was to remove "politics" and the 

"political leaders" from the day -to -day 

organizational operations of providing public 

services.  Qualifications, aptitu des and merit 

became more important than which political 

"boss" one supported or endorsed when it 

came to seeking jobs or contracts with the local 

agency. Professional managers did the 

managing and left the policy considerations to 

the political leadership .   

In the beginning municipal government 

reformers were seeking to rid the provision of 

local services of the pervasive "machine" 

governments and the abuses of the old "Spoils 

System."  A City Manager was to remain 

politically impartial and carry out the  business 

function of running a city government in an 

objective and cost -effective manner.  Those 

objectives are still important today.  

 

 

 

www.englanderpr.com  

California Contract Cities Association                                                                                                                      

30th Annual Fall Seminar                                                                                                                                          

October 29 -31, 2010                                                                                                                                                  

Fess Parker's Doubletree Hotel, Santa Barbara                                                                   
http://www.contractcities.org/  

 

 

 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/  

Handing the hiring, promoting, firing and 

organizational discipline to those politically 

selected for their leadership position seems to 

be a giant step backward.  California's City 

Managers are a loose knit group of professional 

managers and administrators.  Theirs is a difficult 

task working for the public and reporting to city 

councils with diverse political 

leadership...serving multiple masters.  They are 

deserving of their compensation and by -and -

large they serve admirably, and they earn the 

public trust. It is unfair to allow the black 

shadow cast by a very few "Dishones t Johns" to 

cloud the public perception of these fine public 

servants.  

In this September, 2010 issue of the City 

Manager Newsletter by Trackdown we list a few 

California City Manager leaders who contribute 

to the craft beyond their day -to -day 

responsibilit ies by volunteering for committee 

and task force work with the International 

City/County Management Association (ICMA).  

This is a list we easily assembled from the ICMA 

web site.  It is important to acknowledge that 

City Managers are usually the "solution " and not 

the "problem."  Many professionals with the 

utmost integrity serve the city management 

craft.  

Three Simpson 

Children in a 

Summer  2010 

picture:       

Jacki "Cookie" 

Beebe,         

John Simpson , 

and            

Kellee Hearther . 

 

http://www.piperjaffray.com/
http://www.englanderpr.com/
http://www.contractcities.org/
http://www.wolfhousing.com/
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 Professionals Who Serve the California                

City Manager Community  

Long -time San Gabriel  City Manager P. Michael 

Paules was 35-years old when he replaced 

former City Manager Robert Clute  as the San 

Gabriel  City Administrator in 1992.   Bob retired 

after 18 -years a t the San Gabriel  City Manager.  

Mike was serving as the Assistant City Manager 

in Alhambra  at the time of his San Gabriel  

appointed.  At the time Alhambra  City 

Manager Kevin Murphy  was leaving to accept 

the appointment to be Newport Beach  City 

Manager.  M ike began his career in 1977 as an 

Administrative Intern in Anaheim .  In July, 1978 

he was hired as an Administrative Aide in La 

Mirada  and in October of that year left to be 

the Administrative Assistant to the City Manager 

in Stanton  with then -City Manage r Andy 

Lazzaretto .  In 1981 Mike became the Alhambra  

Assistant to the City Manager, finding himself 

working for Andy again. Mike was promoted to 

Alhambra  Assistant City Manager in 1984.  He 

was selected to be the San Gabriel  City 

Manager in March, 1992, an d worked in that 

capacity until last year.  Mike has a BA from 

California State University, Fullerton and an MPA 

from USC.  Mike's term on the ICMA Advisory 

Board on Graduate Education expires in 

September, 2011.  

"In war, there are no unwounded 

soldiers." -Jose Narosky  

 

 

Experienced in conducting personnel ð                             

and internal affairs investigations.                                                          

Contact Joseph C. De Ladurantey            
714.940.6370 | 877.818.5621       

jdeladurantey@willdan.com  

 www.willdan.com  

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm  

San Jose City Manager Debra 

J. Figone  is serves on the ICMA 

Conference Planning 

Committee for the 2010 

Conference to be held in San 

Jose.  It will be the 96th Annual 

Conference , and it will be held 

in the San Jose McEnery Convention Center, 

October 17 -21, 2010. Except of a four -year 

pe riod (1986 -1990) as the Los Gatos  Assistant 

Town Manager, and 7 -years as the Los Gatos 

Town Manager (2000 -2007), Debra has served 

the rest of her career with the City of San Jose. 

She started as a Recreation Leader in 1969; was 

promoted to Neighborhood Cen ter Director in 

1976; became a Staff Analyst II in 1979; 

promoted to Senior Management Analyst in 

1984, and left in 1986 for the first Los Gatos  

assignment.  In 1990 Debra returned to San Jose 

to be the Assistant Director of General Services; 

in 1992 she moved up to the Directorõs post; 

and in 1994 she was appointed Acting Deputy 

City Manager; she was selected to serve as 

Assistant City Manager in 1995; and was 

tagged to be Acting City Manager in 1998, 

moving back to the ACM position in 1999.  In 

2000 she left San Jose to accept the Town 

Manager position in Los Gatos .  Debra returned 

to San Jose as City Manager in 2007.  She has a 

BA and an MA from San Jose State University.  

She was presented with a 40 -year ICMA Service 

Award in 2008.                                                                                                                 
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/cityManager/index_DebraFigone.asp            

 

Granddaughter           

Brittney Sugar  on the beach 

at San Clemente  

 

 

mailto:jdeladurantey@willdan.com
http://www.americanhomelandsolutions.com/
http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/cityManager/index_DebraFigone.asp
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www.willdan.com  
 

Also serving on the Conference 

Planning Committee is Fresno 

City Manager Mark A. Scott . 

Mark began his public 

management career in 19 71 as 

an Intern in Fresno.  In 1972 he 

took another Internship in Clovis, 

and in 1974 he was appointed 

Assistant to the City Manager there leaving that 

post in 1978.  After a walk on the private sector 

side as a Marketing Planning Manager for 

American Airl ines in the Dallas/Ft. Worth area,  

Mark was appointed Executive Assistant to the 

City Manager in Beverly Hills  in 1983.  In 1985 

Mark was appointed Director of Environmental 

Services in Beverly Hills, leaving there in 1989 to 

become the Community Develop ment Director 

in Santa Clarita  in 1990.  Later that year Mark 

was appointed Beverly Hills City Manager.  In 

2003 he moved east to accept the City 

Manager post in Spartanburg, South Carolina, 

and he returned to California in 2009 to take 

the Culver City  City Manager post.  In 2010 

Mark could not pass up an opportunity to return 

home and he accepted the appointment as 

Fresno City Manager. Mark has a BA from 

California State University, Fresno and an MBA 

from the Stanford University Graduate School of 

Business. Mark earned a 30 -year ICMA Service 

Award in 2008.  

http://www.fresno.gov/Government/CityManager/default.htm  

 

 

 

http://www.bobmurrayass oc.com/  

 

 

 

Decadently Delicious 

http://www.babymonsterkookies.com/  

Los Gatos  City Manager Greg 

Larson is also serving on the 

ICMA Conference Planning 

Committee.  As we pointed out 

in our last issue, he  is the Santa 

Clara County city managers' 

group representative too. In 

1978 Greg was an Administrator on the staff of 

the University of Stanford.  In 1985 he became 

the Legislative Coordinator for San Jose, and in 

1987 he was appointed to the San Jose Budg et 

Director post.  He joined the San Jose Mayorõs 

staff in 1989 as the Mayorõs Chief of Staff.  In 

1990 he was assigned as the San Jose Council 

Policy Analyst.  In 1991 Greg was selected to 

serve as Deputy City Manager.  He left San Jose 

in 1994 to take th e Planning & Development 

General Manager job in Scottsdale Arizona. 

Greg returned to California in 1997 to take the 

Milpitas  City Manager position. In 1999 he took 

the Silicon Valley Civic Action Network 

Executive Director post, and in 2000 he became 

the P resident & CEO of the Silicon Valley United 

Way.  In 2002 Greg was appointed to be the 

Chief Deputy Controller in the State of 

California, where he served until 2006 when he 

took the Planning Director post in Santa Cruz . 

Greg was recruited for his current position of Los 

Gatos  City Manager in 2008. He has earned a 

BA from Stanford University, and a 20 -year ICMA 

Service Award. Greg served as Chair of the 

1999-2000 ICMA Conference Evaluation 

Committee.    http://www.town.los -

gatos.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=423  

 

http://www.americanhomelandsolutions.com/
http://www.fresno.gov/Government/CityManager/default.htm
http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/
http://www.babymonsterkookies.com/
http://www.town.los-gatos.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=423
http://www.town.los-gatos.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=423
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Professionals Who Serve the California                

City Manager Community  

Tracy City Manager R. Leon Churchill Jr.  serves 

on the ICMA Governmental Affairs and Policy 

Committee.  His term expires in October of this 

year.  The Tracy City Manager post is Leonõs first 

city government job in California. He began his 

career in 1983 as an Intern in Newport News, 

Virginia.  In 1984 he took another Internship in 

James City County, Virginia.  In 198 5 Leon took 

his third Internship, this time in Olathe, Kansas.  In 

1986 he was hired as an Administrative Assistant 

in Austin, Texas, and was promoted to Executive 

Assistant in 1987.  In 1988 he left Austin to 

become the Manager of the Office of 

Management  & Budget for the Massachusetts 

Municipal Electric Commission.  In 1990 Leon 

was appointed Assistant Town Manager in 

Barnstable, Massachusetts.  In 1993 Leon took 

the Utility Operations Manager position in 

Norfolk, Virginia, serving there until 1995 when 

he was appointed Assistant City Manager in 

Charlottesville.  Leon was selected to be 

Windsor, Connecticutõs Town Manager in 1999.  

In 2004 Leon became the Managing Director in 

Reading, Pennsylvania and served there until his 

appointment to the Tracy City Ma nager post in 

2008.  He has a BCP from the University of 

Virginia and an MPA from the University of 

Kansas.  Leon has a 20 -year ICMA Service 

Award and i s an ICMA Credentialed Manager . 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.urbanfut uresinc.com/  

Also serving on the ICMA 

Governmental Affairs and Policy 

Committee is City Manager 

Chris Zapata Jr.  of National City .  

Chris is a Past President of the 

International Hispanic Network.  

He started his public service 

career in positions in Flag staff, Goodyear and 

Phoenix, Arizona.  In 1991 Chris was selected to 

be the Town Manager in Superior, Arizona.  In 

1993 he moved to the City Manager post in 

Eloy, Arizona.  Chris returned to Superior in 1995 

serving there until 1999 when he returned to 

Eloy.  In 2000 he became the Utilities Director for 

Glendale, Arizona where he served until he was 

promoted to Deputy City Manager in 2002.  

Chris came to California in 2004  when he was 

appointed City Manager in National City .  He 

has a BS from Northern Ariz ona University.  In 

2003 Chris was appointed Chair of the Arizona 

Appellate Court Nominating Committee by 

Arizona Governor Janet Napolitano.  Chris has 

earned a 10 -year ICMA Service Award . 
http://www.ci.national -city.ca.us/index.aspx?page=37  

 

 

 

 

www. joneshall .com  

 

 

 

 

http://caltrust.org/                                                           

Contact Lyle Defen baugh  about CalTRUST investment 

opportunities for cities.   

Lyle.Defenbaugh@wellsfargo.com  

 

 

http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/
http://www.ci.national-city.ca.us/index.aspx?page=37
http://www.joneshall.com/
http://caltrust.org/
mailto:Lyle.Defenbaugh@wellsfargo.com
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Trackdown Posse Roster:    
 

Gregory Korduner , Huntington Park                                                      

Howard Chambers , Lakewood                                                                       

Mike Egan , Bellflower                                                                                     

Ernie Garcia , Norwalk                                                                                       

Joe Tanner , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Bob Adams , Vallejo                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Dave Carmany, Seal Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Maria Dadian,  Artesia                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Ken Bayless , Greater L.A. Vector Control District                                                                                                                                                                  

Jeff Stewart , Los Alamitos                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Kevin OõRourke, Stockton  & Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                     

Tom Odom , Rancho Palos Verdes                                                                                                                                                                                          

George Rodericks , Belvedere                                                                                                                                                                                              

June Catalano , Pleasant Hill                                                                                                                                                                                                

Nelson Oliva , Hercules                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Richard Ramirez , American Canyon                                                                                                                                                                                       

Vern Lawson , Lancaster                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Fran Delach , Azusa                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Bill Kelly , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Chris Kelly , Chino Hills                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Don Penman , Arcadia                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Jason Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                                    

Anthony Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                              

Paul Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                                          

Bill Crowe , El Segundo                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Steve R. Thatcher , SRT Associates                                                                                                                                                                                  

Ernesto Marquez , Hawaiian Gardens                                                                                                                                                                                 

Gary K. & Mary Jo S loan , La Mirada  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                        

Bob & Nadean Dickey , South Gate                                                                                                                                                                                

Deborah Lopez , Pico Rivera                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Jan Perkins , Management Partners                                                                                                                                                                                       

Andy Takata , Banning                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Marcia Raines,  Millbrae                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Gene Rogers , Moreno Valley  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                

Anthony R. Ybarra , South El Monte                                                                                                                                                                                       

Arthur C. Simonian , Simonian Consulting, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                 

Bob Griego , Irwindale   (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Ken Caresio , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                        

Greg Nordbak , Midway City Sanitary District                                                                                                                                                                           

Carlos Urrutia , Rocklin                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Michael P. Busch , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                         

Wade McKinney, Atascadero                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Andy Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates                           

Doug LaBelle  (Maui Doug) , Chino Hills  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                             

John Keisler , Long Bea ch                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sheryl Lindsey -Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                                                                                                                                                    

Sam Olivito , California Contract Cities Association                                                                                                                                                               

Bob Dominguez , Placentia  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                             

Jack Lam , Rancho Cucamonga                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Larry F. Pennell , Wasco  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Phil Vince , Martinez                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Gary Chicots , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                          

Rod B. Butler, Crescent City                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Jerry Gruber , Atherton                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Fred Latham , Santa Fe Springs                                                                                                                                                                                            

Anthony Lopez , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                           

Jim Gilley , The GILLEY GROUP LLC                                                                                                                                                                                    

Marshall Linn , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                             

Dr. Bill Mathis , Mathis Group                                                                                  

Jerry Forde , Huron                                                                               

Fred Diaz , Fremont                                                                               

City Of Cerritos                                                                                   

Linda Lowry , Pomona                                                                      

Mike & Judie Sedell , Simi Valley                                                               

Roy Pederson , ICMA Past-President                                               

Bruce Williams , Retired City Manager  

Professionals Who Serve the California                

City Manager Community  

Rolling Hills City Manager Anton Dahlerbruch  

also serves on the ICMA Governmental Affairs 

and Policy Committee; his term to expired in 

September, 2011.  Tony began his career in 

Maryland as an Administrative Intern in Rockville 

in 1984.  In 1985 he took a Management Intern 

position with Phoenix, and he was hired as an 

Administrative Assistant in Scottsdale, Arizona in 

1986 where Past ICMA President Roy R. 

Pederson  was City Manager at the time.  In 

1987 Tony was promoted to Administrative 

Manager  in Scottsd ale, and then Management 

Analyst in 1989.  His first California local 

government position was as the Executive to 

the City Manager/Management Analyst in 

Beverly Hills in 1990.  Tony was promoted to 

Budget Audit Manager in 1993 and General 

Services Director  in 1996.  Tony was appointed 

Beverly Hills Deputy City Manager in 2001.  

When Rolling Hills lost City Manager Craig Nealis  

in 2006, Tony filled in as Interim City Manager, 

and he was appointed City Manager in 2007.  

Tony has a BA from the University of Ca lifornia 

and an MPA from American University. Tony has 

earned a 20 -year ICMA Service Award.  Tony is 

known to be active in professional public 

management groups. He is a past Regional 

Vice President (2002 -2005) on the ICMA 

Executive Board.  

"As we express o ur gratitude, we must never forget 

that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, 

but to live by them."          - John Fitzgerald Kennedy  

 

 

 

 

http://www.syllc.com/DefaultContent.aspx? PageId=1  

 

http://www.syllc.com/DefaultContent.aspx?PageId=1
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Professionals Who Serve the California                

City Manager Community  

City Manager Patricia E. Martel  of Daly City  

currently serves as a Regional Vice President on 

the ICMA Executive Board, as well as, being a 

member of the ICMA Government al Affairs & 

Policy Committee.  Pat started her career as an 

Administrative Assistant in the Engineering 

Department in Inglewood  in 1980.  In 1982 she 

was elevated to Senior Administrative Analyst; in 

1985 Assistant to the City Manager; and in 1988 

Pat was  appointed Executive Assistant to the 

Inglewood  City Manager.  Pat left Inglewood  in 

1991 to become the Assistant City Manager in 

South San Francisco , and while the ACM there 

she served twice as Interim City Manager, once 

in 1993 and again   in 1994 -1995.  Pat moved to 

the Daly City  Assistant City Manager post in 

1995.  She took the General Manager post with 

the City and County of San Francisco  in 2001, 

and in 2004 took a Hayward  Redevelopment 

Project Manager position temporarily in 2004 

prior to being sele cted to be the City Manager 

in Daly City in 2005.  As City Manager in Daly 

City , Pat also serves in the capacity of General 

Manager of the North San Mateo County 

Sanitation District.  Pat has a BS and MPA from 

USC.  Pat earned a 25 -year ICMA Service 

Award in 2006. 

 

 

 

 

www.keenan.com  

 

 

Email Contact at:  woconnor@ocsec.com  

 

 

Lynwood  City Hall 

where Roger Haley  is 

City Manager.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http ://www.gonsalvi.com  

 

 

 

http://www.sycr.com/  

 

League of California Cities Executive Director 

Christopher McKenzie  also serves on the ICMA 

governmental Affairs & Policy Committee.  Chris 

began his career as a Research A ssociate with 

the Kansas League of Municipalities in 1979.  He 

was promoted to Research Director in the City 

Attorneyõs Office of the Kansas League of 

Municipalities.  In 1985 Chris took the 

Administrator position with the Douglas County, 

Kansas County Cou nselõs office.  He was 

appointed County Administrator in Douglas 

County in 1986.  Chris returned to the Kansas 

League of Municipalities in 1992 as the 

Executive Director.  He left there in 1999 when 

he was appointed Executive Director for the 

League of Cal ifornia Cities.  Chris has a BA from 

the University of Missouri, and an MUP and  JD 

from the University of Kansas.  


