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California's City Manager Area Group 

Representatives  

A July , 2010 Los Angeles Times article on the high 

staff salaries in the City of Bell touch off considerable 

State -wide  and National controversy, criticism and 

demonstrations of public distrust of local 

government spending.  While the average income 

among Bell residents is less than $30,000 annually, 

the City's Chief Administrative Officer Bob Rizzo was 

paid nearly $800,00 0 annually, making him, perhaps, 

the nation's highest paid city manager .    

With President Roger Haley  and Past President Steve 

Helvey  of the Gateway Cities City Managers group 

on point, city managers throughout the State 

stepped up to inform the public th at Bell is an 

aberration and not the norm.  Local government 

remains the government closest to the people; the 

most respected and most trusted governments, and 

continues to deserve that honor.  (continued on Page 2)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Atascadero  City Manager Wade McK inney , who is the 

newly elected President of the California City 

Management Foundation, is seen here with his brand new 

baby granddaughter Hannah McKinney . Hannah was 

born on Thursday, July 8, 2010, and weighed in at 7 

pounds, 2 ounces at 20 inches long.  Wade and his wife 

Cheryl McKinney  made it to the hospital just in time for 

"Grandma" to be in the delivery room for the birth.  
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California's City Manager Area Group 

Representatives  

ICMA's West Coast Manager David Mora  and 

Kevin O'Rourke , Chair  of the Cal -ICMA 

Committee on the Profession, and American 

Canyon  City Manager Rich Ramirez , Chair of 

the Napa/Lake Regional City Managers' group,  

jumped on the issue and many others have 

followed.  It is imperative that the public 

maintain its confidence in the city m anager 

craft, and the city manager professionals who 

dedicate their lives to cost -effective "good 

government."  

Following the League of California Cities web 

site published list, we have piece together a list 

of California City Manager Area Group 

Presidents/Chairs/representatives in this August 

issue.  There are many city managers 

throughout California who are devoted to the 

craft and contribute many hours of service 

beyond their city office hours.  In addition to 

their full -time jobs, they volunteer their t ime 

freely and assume responsibility for the city 

management craft at -large.  We salute this 

cadre of professional leaders.  

As we previously noted, we have taken the 

Area Group Representative list from the League 

of California Cities web site.  So, if the re are any 

errors, please blame the site (last updated on 

July 20, 2010).  The League staff does  a 

wonderful job in the many and varied arenas of 

California's municipal governments.  We salute 

Executive Director Chris McKenzie  and his staff.   

 

 

 

http://www.piperjaffray.com  

http://www.kosmont.com/                 

2010 California City Manager Area Group 

Representatives include:  

Alameda County:  Nelson Fialho , Pleasanton   

Central Coast:   Brad Vidro , Solvang              

Central Valley:   Greg Nyhoff , Modesto          

Contra Costa County:  Dan Keen , Concord               

Desert Mountain:  Frank Robinson , Apple Valley  

Gateway Cities:  Roger Haley , Lynwood  

Humboldt/Del Norte : David Tyson , Eureka             

Imperial County:  Gary Burroughs , Brawley            

Las Virgenes Malibu:  Greg Ramirez , Agoura Hills     

Marin County:   Peggy Curran , Tiburon       

Monterey Bay:   Carlos Palacios , Watsonville     

Napa/Lake Counties:  Rich Ramirez , American  Canyon          

Orange County:  Tim OõDonnell, Brea            

Riverside County:  Randy Anstine , Calimesa     

Sacramento Valley:  Ted Gaebler , Rancho Cordova   

San Bernardino County:  Mike Podegracz , Hesperia  

 

 

http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/  

 

"Grandmas are moms with lots of frosting."  

--  Author Unknown  

 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/     

 

http://www.piperjaffray.com/
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California's City Manager Area Group 

Representatives  

Nelson A. Fialho  has served as Pleasanton  City 

Manager since 2004, and is the current 

Alameda County City Manager Area Group 

Representative.  Nelson began his career in 

1989 as a Management Intern in the City of 

Hayward.  In 1991 he took an Administrative 

Aide po st in San Dimas , and moved back to 

Northern California in 1993 to take a 

Management Analyst position in Campbell . 

In1997 Nelson was appointed Assistant to the 

City Manager in Pleasanton  with City Manager 

Deborah Acosta McKeehan .  Nelson was 

elevated to Dep uty City Manager in 1999 and 

became Pleasanton  City Manager in 2004.  

Nelson has a BA and MPA from California State 

University, Hayward.  In 1997 -98 he served as 

Vice President of the Municipal Management 

Association of Northern California (MMANC).  

http://www.mercergroupinc.com/  

Solvang  City Manager Bradley S. 

Vidro  is currently listed as the 

Central Coast City Managers Group 

Representative.  Brad began his 

public management career as an 

Associate Transportat ion Engineer for the State 

of California in 1983.  In 1988 Brad was selected 

to be the Principal Civil Engineer for the City of 

South Lake Tahoe .  He was appointed Public 

Works Director/City Engineer in Placerville  in 

1997.  Brad returned to South Lake Tah oe  in 

1998 as the Public Works Director/City Engineer, 

and he moved to Solvang  in 2005 for a similar 

post.  Brad was appointed Solvang  City 

Manager in 2006.  Brad has a BS from Michigan 

State University.   

Retired City Manager Jack A. Simpson  of Trackdown  and 

his two  youngest daughters  at dinner : Casey Simpson  on 

the left  and Samantha Simpson  on the right.  

 

 

 

www. joneshall .com 4 

 

In the Central Valley the Area City Manager 

Group Representative is listed as Gregory A .  

Nyhoff , Modesto  City Manager. After a short 

walk on the private side following college, 

Gregõs first public position was in Highlands, 

Colorado where he served as an Operations 

Manager.  After a half -dozen years in 

Highlands, Greg was selected to be the  City 

Manager in Montague, Michigan, where 1961 

Miss America Nancy Anne Fleming  is from. 

(Nancy is married to Jim Lange  of òThe Dating 

Gameó fame.) Greg served in Montague for 

the next half -dozen years when he was 

appointed City Manager in Fountain, Colora do 

in 1998.  Greg became Assistant City Manager 

in Colorado Spring, Colorado  in 2006, and left 

there to accept the Modesto  City Manager 

appointment in June, 2008. He has a BA from 

Calvin College and he has completed the 

òDeveloping the Strategic Leaderó program 

through the Center for Creative Leadership.  

Greg has earned a 20 -year ICMA Service 

Award.  

http://www.mercergroupinc.com/
http://www.joneshall.com/
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California's City Manager Area Group 

Representatives  

Concord  City Mana ger Daniel E. Keen  is the 

listed Contra Costa County Area City 

Managersõ Group Representative.  Dan began 

his city management career in Paramount with 

then -City Manager Bill Holt in 1983 as 

Community Development Manager.  In 1988 

Dan joined the Norwalk  staff as 

Assistant/Deputy City Manager with then -City 

Manager Richard R. Powers .  In 1995 Dan was 

selected to be the City Manager in La Palma , 

and he left there in 2000 to venture to the 

central coast to become Seaside  City 

Manager.  Dan moved north to take t he 

Novato  City Manager post in 2004 and moved 

on from there for his current position as 

Concord City Manager in 2008.  Dan has a BA 

from UCLA and an MPA and MPL from USC.  He 

earn a 25 -year ICMA Service Award in 2008.  

 

Municipal Law Services                                 

Colantuono & Levin     

www.CLLAW.US 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.syllc.com/DefaultContent.aspx?PageId=1  

Frank W. Robinson  is the Desert Mountain City  

Manager Area Group Representative.  Frank 

began his public management career in 1976 

at the University of North Texas, where he 

served as a Captain with  the University Police 

Department.  In 1979 Frank was appointed to 

the Director of Public Safety positi on with the 

City of West University Place, Texas.  He that 

moved to the Century Development Corp. in 

Texas as the Director of Corporate Security in 

1982.  After about 8 -years with the company 

Frank was selected in 1991 to be the Director of 

Public Safety f or the Greater Greenspoint 

Management District, Texas in the Houston 

area.  He left Texas in 2008 to take his current 

post as Apple Valley  Town Manager.  Frank has 

a BA from the University of North Texas and an 

MPA from Sam Houston University.  

Lynwood  City Manager Roger 

L. Haley  is the representative 

for the Gateway Cities City 

Managers' group. 6 foot 5 

inch Roger is a graduate of 

Lynwood High School, Class 

of 1979, and returned to the 

city from the Long Beach  city 

staff in 2007 to serve as the 

Lynwood  City Manager.  Roger worked as the 

Public/Governmental Affairs Manager, and in 

the Economic Development Department in 

Long Beach .  Since his Lynwood  appointment 

the city has gone from controversy to being 

selected by the National Civic League as a 

2010 All-Am erica City.  Like many professionals 

throughout California, Roger has rejected 

compensation increases to help Lynwood õs 

budget picture during these tough economic 

times.  Roger replaced Whittier  City 

Manager Steve Helvey  as the 

Gateway Cities City Manager Group 

Chair.  

 

http://www.intellibridgepartners.com/
http://www.cllaw.us/
http://www.syllc.com/DefaultContent.aspx?PageId=1
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http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm  

California's City Manager Area Group 

Representatives  

Eureka  City Manager David W. Tyson  is the 

Humboldt/Del Norte City Manager Area Group 

Representative. David be gan his public service 

in 1979 as an Auditor for the State of California.  

In 1980 he joined the Arcata  staff in an 

Accountant position, and in 1981 he was 

appointed Arcata  Director of Finance where he 

served for some 9 -years.  In 1990 David was 

selected f or the Director of Finance post in 

Eureka . David was appointed Assistant City 

Manager in 1995 and then elevated to Eureka 

City Manager in 2000.  He has a BS from 

Humboldt State University.  David earned a 25 -

year ICMA Service Award in 2005.  

Brawley  City Ma nager Gary Burroughs  is the 

City Manager Area Group Representative for 

Imperial County.  Gary served in the United 

States Army Corp of Engineers from 1975 until 

1996, reaching the rank of Lt. Colonel.  After his 

discharge from the Army, Gary took a positio n 

in 1996 with a private firm in Arizona in 

consulting engineering and program/project 

management.  In 2002 He was appointed 

Director of Public Works in Yuma, Arizona, and 

in 2004 Community Development was also 

added to his plate.  In 2005 Gary was selecte d 

to serve as Yumaõs Deputy City Administrator 

and he served in that post until his 2008 

appointment to be the Brawley  City Manager. 

Gary has a BS from Arkansas State University, an 

MS from USC, and an Advance Engineering 

Degree and an MS in Civil Engineer ing from the 

University of Florida.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com  

Agoura Hills  City Manager Greg Ramirez , 39, is 

the Las Virgenes Malibu city managersõ group 

representative.  After several months as Interim, 

Greg  was appointed City Manager in the City 

of Agoura Hills  in 2004.  Prior to joining the 

Agoura Hills  staff, Greg worked with the League 

of California Cities as the Southern California 

Regional Manager. Greg served as an assistant 

to former City Manager Dave A dams  for about 

six years. A native Californian, Greg graduated 

with a degree in economics from Cal Poly San 

Luis Obispo, and he earned his Masterõs Degree 

from California State University, Hayward.  

Tiburon City  Manager Margaret A. Curran is the 

Marin Cou nty city managersõ group 

representative.  In 1982 -1984 Peggy served as 

the Assistant to the City Manager in Santa 

Monica , and in 1984 she was appointed Santa 

Monica  Director of Community & Economic 

Development where she served for some 8 -

years.  In 1992 Peggy was selected to serve as 

the Beverly Hills Deputy City Manager, and she 

was promoted to Assistant City Manager in 

1993.  In 1994 Peggy was recruited to be the 

Town Manager in Telluride, Colorado, and she 

served there for some 8 -years.  After a short 

break, Peggy was appointed to her current 

position as Town Manager in Tiburon.  Peggy 

has a BA and an MA from UCLA.  She earned a 

20-year ICMA Service Award in 2002.  

"I'm going to be your grandpa! I have the biggest smile.  

I've been waiting to meet you for such a long, long while."  

--Billy Crystal  

 

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm
http://www.gonsalvi.com/
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Trackdown Posse Roster:    
 

Gregory Korduner , Huntington Park                                                      

Howard Chambers , Lakewood                                                                       

Mike Egan , Bellflower                                                                                     

Ernie Garcia , Norwalk                                                                                       

Joe Tanner , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Bob Adams , Vallejo                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Dave Carmany, Seal Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Maria Dadian,  Artesia                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Ken Bayless , Greater L.A. Vector Control District                                                                                                                                                                  

Jeff Stewart , Los Alamitos                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Kevin OõRourke, Stockton  & Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                     

Tom Odom , Rancho P alos Verdes                                                                                                                                                                                          

George Rodericks , Belvedere                                                                                                                                                                                              

June Catalano , Pleasant Hill                                                                                                                                                                                                

Nelson Oliva , Hercules                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Richard Ramirez , American Canyon                                                                                                                                                                                       

Vern Lawson , Lancaster                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Fran Delach , Azusa                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Bill Kelly , Urban Fu tures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Chris Kelly , Chino Hills                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Don Penman , Arcadia                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Jason Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                                    

Anthony Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                              

Paul Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                                          

Bill Crowe , El Segundo                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Steve R. Thatcher , SRT Associates                                                                                                                                                                                  

Ernesto Marquez , Hawaiian Gardens                                                                                                                                                                                 

Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan , La Mirada  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                        

Bob & Nadean Dickey , South Gate                                                                                                                                                                                

Deborah Lopez , Pico Rivera                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Jan Perkins , Management Partners                                                                                                                                                                                       

Andy Takata , Banning                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Marcia Raines,  Millbrae                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Gene Rogers , Moreno Valley  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                

Anthony R. Ybarra , South El Monte                                                                                                                                                                                       

Arthur C. Simonian , Simonian Consulting, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                 

Bob Griego , Irwindale   (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Ken Caresio , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                        

Greg Nordbak , Midwa y City Sanitary District                                                                                                                                                                           

Carlos Urrutia , Rocklin                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Michael P. Busch , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                         

Wade McKinney, Atascadero                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Andy Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates                           

Doug LaBelle  (Maui Doug) , Chino Hills  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                             

John Keisler , Long Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sheryl Lindsey -Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                                                                                                                                                    

Sam Olivito , California Contract Cities Association                                                                                                                                                               

Bob Dominguez , Placentia  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                             

Jack Lam , Rancho Cucamonga                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Larry F. Pennell , Wasco  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Phil Vince , Martinez                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Gary Chicots , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                          

Rod B. Butler, Crescent City                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Jerry Gruber , Atherton                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Fred Latham , Santa Fe Springs                                                                                                                                                                                            

Anthony Lopez , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                           

Jim Gilley , The GILLEY GROUP LLC                                                                                                                                                                                    

Marshall Linn , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                             

Dr. Bill Mathis , Mathis Group                                                                                  

Jerry Forde , Huron                                                                               

Fred Diaz , Fremont                                                                               

City Of Cerritos                                                                                   

Linda Lowry , Pomona                                                                      

Mike & Judie Sedell , Simi Valley                                                               

Roy Pederson , ICMA Past-President                                               

Bruce Williams , Retired City Manager  

www.keenan.com  

 

 

 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/  
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California's City Manager Area Group 

Representatives  

Carlos Palacios , the current City Manager in 

Watsonville , is the Monterey Bay city manager 

group representative. In 1992 Carlos was the 

Assistant Finance Officer in Watsonville , and  in 

1995 he was appointed Assistant City Manager.  

He was elevated to Deputy City Manager in 

1996, and he became the Watsonville  City 

Manager in 1997.  Carlos has a BBA from the 

University of Albuquerque and an MPA from 

Princeton University.  In 2003, Carl os was 

presented with a 10 -year ICMA Service Award.  

 

 

 

 

www.tischlerbise.com  


