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A Random Listing of California        

City Managers, Summer, 2010  

Summer 2010 is well underway.  If it was a ship, it 

has left the dock, and if it was a train, it has lef t 

the station. Vacations are being taken, and 

well -earned needed relaxation is fully engaged.  

Oakland , San Francisco , San Diego , Los Angeles  

and Anaheim  have major league baseball 

teams exciting fans in season play.  

This is a wonderful time of year for ma ny.  This is 

the time of year for trips to the Hawaiian Islands 

and European tours, and Caribbean cruises.  It 

is a time to re -charge those batteries and get 

ready to continue working hard to operate 

well -oiled organizations to provide needed 

public servic es.  We salute the public managers 

of California.   

Picture taken at the June meeting of the California 

Contract Cities Association City Managers'/Administrators' 

Committee in Monterey Park .  Pictured are La Mirada  City 

Manager Tom Robinson , Bellflower  Cit y Manager Mike 

Egan , Long Beach  Government Affairs Manager Tom 

Modica , and Lynwood  City Manager Roger Haley .  

Special congratulations to Roger and the Lynwood 

community for being selected for an All -America City 

Award by the National Civic League.  Roger i s also 

congratulated on his selection as   the new Chair of the 

Gateway Cities City Managers.   
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A Random Listing of California        

City Managers, Summer, 2010  

So, we are taking  a "random" approach to this 

July, 2010 issue of the City Manager Newsletter 

by Trackdown.  There are those who have been 

listed multiple times under different categories, 

and those who have not been listed at all.  

Here we are trying to acknowledge California 

city managers from various parts of our 

great...though broke...State of California. (The 

State must be broke.  Otherwise the Governor 

and Legislature would not be taking revenue 

from local governments ).  

Our mission is always to try to acknowledge as 

many folks as we can.  We try to mention 

names so that old friends and acquai ntances 

might be brought up to date.  We can always 

use help so please pass along information that 

we might use either in the body of a newsletter 

or in the "Picking Up the Pieces" feature.  

Please remember that this is a random group of 

folks we have brou ght together by working our 

way through the cities of California beginning 

with Adelanto  and meandering.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com  

 

 

 

http://www.piperjaffray.com  

 

Trackdown Posse Roster:    
 

Gregory Korduner , Huntington Park                                                      

Howard Chambers , Lakewood                                                                       

Mike Egan , Bellflower                                                                                     

Ernie Garcia , Norwalk                                                                                       

Joe Tanner , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Bob Adams , Vallejo                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Dave Carmany, Seal Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Maria Dadian,  Artesia                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Ken Bayless , Greater L.A. Vector Control District                                                                                                                                                                  

Jeff Stewart , Los Alamitos                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Kevin OõRourke, Stockton  & Urban Futu res, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                     

Tom Odom , Rancho Palos Verdes                                                                                                                                                                                          

George Rodericks , Belvedere                                                                                                                                                                                              

June Catalano , Pleasant Hill                                                                                                                                                                                                

Nelson Oliva , Hercules                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Richard Ramirez , American Canyon                                                                                                                                                                                       

Vern Lawson , Lancaster                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Fran Delach , Azusa                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Bill Kelly , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Chris Kelly , Chino Hills                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Don Penman , Arcadia                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Jason Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                                    

Anthony Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                              

Paul Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                                          

Bill Crowe , El Segundo                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Steve R. Thatcher , SRT Associates                                                                                                                                                                                  

Ernesto Marquez , Hawaiian Gardens                                                                                                                                                                                 

Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan , La Mirada  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                        

Bob & Nadean Dickey , South Gate                                                                                                                                                                                

Deborah  Lopez , Pico Rivera                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Jan Perkins , Management Partners                                                                                                                                                                                       

Andy Takata , Banning                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Marcia Raines,  Millbrae                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Gene Rogers , Moreno Valley  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                

Anthony R. Ybarra , South El Monte                                                                                                                                                                                       

Arthur C. Simonian , Simonian Consulting, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                 

Bob Griego , Irwindale   (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Ken Caresio , Retired City Ma nager                                                                                                                                                                                        

Greg Nordbak , Midway City Sanitary District                                                                                                                                                                           

Carlos Urrutia , Rocklin                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Michael P. Busch , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                         

Wade McKinney, Atascadero                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Andy Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates                           

Doug LaBelle  (Maui Doug) , Chino Hills  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                             

John Keisler , Long Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sheryl Lindsey -Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                                                                                                                                                    

Sam Olivito , California Contract Cities Association                                                                                                                                                               

Bob Dominguez , Placentia  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                             

Jack Lam , Rancho Cucamonga                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Larry F. Pennell , Wasco  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Phil Vince , Martinez                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Gary Chicots , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                          

Rod B. Butler, Crescent City                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Jerry Gruber , Atherton                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Fred Latha m , Santa Fe Springs                                                                                                                                                                                            

Anthony Lopez , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                           

Jim Gilley , The GILLEY GROUP LLC                                                                                                                                                                                    

Marshall Linn , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                             

Dr. Bill Mathis , Mathis Group                                                                                  

Jerry Forde , Huron                                                                               

Fred Diaz , Fremont                                                                               

City Of Cerritos                                                                                   

Linda Lowry , Pom ona                                                                      

Mike & Judie Sedell , Simi Valley                                                               

Roy Pederson , ICMA Past-President                                               

Bruce Will iams , Retired City Manager  

http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.piperjaffray.com/
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www.keenan.com  

A Random Listing of California        

City Managers, Summer, 2010  

Adelanto  comes first in the 

alphabetical listings of 

California's cities.  D. James Hart  

has been the Adela nto  City 

Manager since January, 2005.  

Prior to his Adelanto  assignment, 

Jim served as City Manager in 

Twentynine Palms  and Rancho 

Santa Margarita .  He also worked in the city 

organizations in Chino  and Rancho 

Cucamonga .  Jim has taught at Chaffey 

Communit y College in Rancho Cucamonga , 

and at Copper Mountain College in Joshua 

Tree.  Jim earned a Ph.D. in Business 

Administration from California Coast University, 

and he has an MPA from Brigham Young 

University.  Speaking to the subject of 

contracting law enfo rcement with the Sheriff's 

Department, Jim has been attributed with 

saying that in his current municipal service 

situation, it is his view that having one large 

agency oversee police services is cheaper and 

more efficient, plus the city avoids the 

headache s of labor negotiations.   
http://ci.adelanto.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC={1A838FD

1-E5E6-4DAA-9141-B12C6E8DE4C1} 

 

Municipal Law Services                                 

Colantuono & Levin     

www.CLLAW.US 

 

 

 

http://www.syllc.com/DefaultContent.aspx?PageId=1  

Beth A. Pollard  has been the 

Albany  City Administrator since 

2001.  Beth began her public 

management career in 1987 

as an Administrative Assistant in 

San Anselmo , after working in 

the private sector for about 

three years.  In 1990 Beth was 

promoted to Assistant Administrator and in 1994 

she wa s appointed San Anselmo  Town 

Administrator, leaving there for her current 

assignment in 2001.  Beth has a BA from 

Connecticut College and an MPA from 

California State University, Hayward.  She 

earned a 20 -year ICMA Service Award in 2007 .  

http://www.albanyca.org/index.aspx?page=74  

 

 

 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/  

 

"A nickel ain't worth a dime anymore."   

                                                -- Yogi Berra  

 

 

 

 

www.brandywinedev.com  

 

http://www.keenan.com/
http://ci.adelanto.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b1A838FD1-E5E6-4DAA-9141-B12C6E8DE4C1%7d
http://ci.adelanto.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b1A838FD1-E5E6-4DAA-9141-B12C6E8DE4C1%7d
http://www.cllaw.us/
http://www.syllc.com/DefaultContent.aspx?PageId=1
http://www.albanyca.org/index.aspx?page=74
http://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/y/yogiberra106829.html
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
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A Random Listing of California        

City Managers, Summer, 2010  

Beth A. Groves  began her publi c 

service career in 1995 when she 

worked for a member of the 

Orange County Board of 

Supervisors as an Executive 

Policy Manager, following 

service as a news reporter and in 

hospital community relations.  

Beth also served on the staff of a California 

State Senator.  In 1996 she joined the City 

Managerõs staff in Corona , and worked in 

various posts in that office until 2002 when she 

was appointed Assistant City Manager.  Beth 

was appointed Corona City Manager in 2004 

and served there through 2008.  She was 

app ointed Interim City Manager in Norco  in 

2009 and following a few months was 

appointed Norco  City Manager.  Beth has a 

BAA from Central Michigan University and an 

MPA from California State University, San 

Bernardino.  Beth has served as a part -time 

adjunct faculty member at California State 

University, San Bernardino.  She was selected by 

the Temescal District Boy Scouts of America to 

be a 2007 Distinguished Citizen of the Year.    
http://www .norco.ca.us/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=181  

 

 

 

 

www.msw -consultants.com  

 

 

 

http://www.sycr.com/  

We are Proposition No. 22!                               

Vote "Yes" on  Prop. 22 

 

 

 

Stop State Raids on Local Revenues!  

www.savelocalservices.com                          

Brad Robbins  had worked for Corona  for 20-

years before he was appointed Corona  City 

Manager in 2008.  Nickna med òScooteró 

because he drives a Vespa scooter to work,  

Brad is a former Corona Planning Director, and 

the Director of the Cityõs Department of Water 

and Power.  Brad was the Assistant City 

Manager when City Manager Beth Groves  left 

the organization.  

Bradley S. Vidro  has served as the Solvang  City 

Manager since 2006.  Brad began his public 

management career in 1983 as an Associate 

Transportation Engineer for the State of 

California.  In 1988 he left the State to take a 

Principal Civil Engineer post in th e City of South 

Lake Tahoe , where he served for some 9 -years.  

In 1997 Brad was appointed Public Works 

Director/City Engineer in Placerville , and in 1998 

he returned to South Lake Tahoe  to be that 

Cityõs Public Works Director/City Engineer.  Brad 

move sout h the Solvang  in 2005 as Public Works 

Director/City Engineer and was appointed 

Solvang  City Manager in 2006.  He has a BS 

from Michigan State University.  

  

http://www.mercergroupinc.com/  

 

http://www.norco.ca.us/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=181
http://www.msw-consultants.com/
http://www.sycr.com/
http://www.savelocalservices.com/
http://www.mercergroupinc.com/
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A Random Listing of Ca lifornia        

City Managers, Summer, 2010  

David M. Jinkens , who is retiring this summer, 

began his public service career in 1971 as an 

Executive Intern in the Office of the California 

Lieutenant Governor.  Dave then took a 

teaching post in Fremont  

and served there until 1974 

when he was appointed 

to a Project Assistant post 

with the City of Fremont .  

In 1974 Dave was selected 

to serve as City Manager 

in Soledad , where he got 

his feet wet as a City 

Manager.  In 1977, David moved north to 

become the City Manager in Oroville , and after 

5-years or so in that position he headed south to 

be the Avalon  City Manager in 1982.  However, 

he was recruited to the Central Valley to be the 

Manteca  City Manager in 1983, where he 

served for some 13 -years.  In 1996 Dave t ook 

the Morgan Hill  City Manager post, where he 

served until 2000 when he was selected to 

served as the City Manager in the new City of 

Elk Grove  that incorporated effective July 1, 

2000.  Dave left Elk Grove  in 2001 and did some 

public agency/management c onsulting for 

about a year when he was selected to serve at 

the South Lake Tahoe  City Manager in 2002.  

David was raised in the San Francisco Bay Area, 

and graduated from John F. Kennedy High 

School in Fremont .  He has a BA from the 

University of Californi a, Berkeley and an MPA 

from UCLA.  He also attended the prestigious 

Senior Executive Institute at the University of 

Virginia.  David earned a 35 -year ICMA Service 

Award in 2008. Bob Murray & Associates has 

been working with the City of South Lake Tahoe 

to recruit the Cityõs next City Manager. 
http://www.cityofslt.us/citymanager/index.html   

 

 

 

www.englanderpr.com  

 

 

 

http://www.parsinfo.org/  

Avalon  is the only incorporated city on Santa 

Catalina Island and is the southernmost City in 

Los Angeles County.  The City of Avalon  is 

oriented around Avalon Bay.  It is primarily a 

resort community with a tourist -based 

econo my.  A new City Hall was completed in 

June, 2004.  When City Manager Thomas 

Sullivan  retired Assistant City Manager and 

Planning Director Pete Woolson  was appointed 

to the post, and when he retired a year or so 

ago, Fire Chief Steven Hoefs  was appointed to  

the òjoint positionó of City Manager/Fire Chief.  

Charlie Wagner , a past Avalon  City Manager 

who recently retired from the SCAG staff, has 

been added to the City Managerõs staff as the 

Chief Administrative Officer to assist with 

management tasks and respo nsibilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coach Mark Johnson  has trained young swimmers, water 

polo players  and body surfers  for more than 30 -years in 

Cerritos . We salute this fine dedicated individual.  

http://www.cityofslt.us/citymanager/index.html
http://www.englanderpr.com/
http://www.parsinfo.org/
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www.willdan.com  

A Random Listing of California        

City Managers, Summer, 2010  

With a population of about 1,500, Colfax  is 

located in Placer County.  The town is said to 

have been named in honor of Vice President 

Schuyler Colfax , and a stature stands on Main 

Street n ear the railroad station commemorating 

this fact.  Schuyler Colfax  was a Congressman 

from Indiana, served as Speaker of the House 

and was the 17th Vice President of the United 

States.  He and President Ulysses S. Grant (46 

and 45 respectively) at the time of their 

inauguration, were the youngest Presidential 

team until the inauguration of Bill Clinton  and Al 

Gore  in 1993. 

Joan Phillipe  stepped down as Colfax  City 

Manager in the late -summer on 2009, and 

former Placer County Supervisor Bruce Kranz , 

60, was ap pointed to replace her as òInterim 

City Manageró in August, 2009.  The òInterimó 

was removed from his position title in 

November.  Prior to  taking the Colfax  City 

Manager post Joan was the Colusa  City 

Manager, Executive Director of the California 

State Sheriffõs Association and also Loomis City 

Manager for 10 -years.  Bruce Kranz  served on 

the Placer County Board of Supervisors 

representing the 5th District from 2004 -2008 but 

lost his re-election bid.  He spent 33 -years as a 

Superintendent in the State Park s Department, 

where he managed the Auburn and Folsom 

Lake State Recreation Areas.  Bruce also served 

as a field repres entative to 4th District State 

Senator Sam A anestad  and to Assembly 

Member Tim Leslie.  He was also a Placer 

County LAFCO Commissioner for  15-years.   

 

 

Experienced in conducting personnel ð                             

and internal affairs investigations.                                                          

Contact Joseph C. De Ladurantey            
714.940.6370 | 877.818.5621       

jdela durantey@willdan.com                     

www.willdan.com  

On Saturday, March 6, New Remote 

Productions MTV reality show "The Dudesons" 

unveiled an  inappropriate  ice sculpture in front 

of the historic Truckee  Railroad Station.  The 

unveiling became a lesson in why cities and 

towns should not trust movie, television and 

other media production companies.  Though 

assuring town officials the sculpture would be in 

good taste, it turned out to be a "...giant pe nis 

with water shooting out," as described by one 

of the nearby business people.  She said that i t 

was totally inappropriate , and parents were 

hurrying their children away from the site.  T he 

production company had lied to town officials. 

The town exercise d due diligence, but was a 

victim of an  unscrupulous production company.  

Tony Lashbrook  is the Truckee  Town Manager 

and Executive Director of the Redevelopment 

Agency.  Tony joined the Truckee  staff in 1994 

as the Community Development Director.  

Previously he served as Planning Director in 

Mariposa County where he worked for some 13 -

years beginning in 1981.  Tony is an alumnus of 

Humboldt State University.  He became Truckee  

Town Manager when Stephen L. Wright  retired 

in 2005.  Steve is currently the Whea tland  City 

Manager.  Alex C. Terrazas , an ICMA member, 

is the Assistant Town Manager, Facilities and 

Redevelopment, in Truckee .  Alex is a former 

member of the League of California Cities staff.  

Other Truckee staff include: Community 

Development Director John McLaughlin , Public 

Works Director/Town Engineer Dan Wilkins  and 

Chief of Police Nicholas Sensley . 

 

http://www.americanhomelandsolutions.com/
http://www.americanhomelandsolutions.com/
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http://www.hdlcompanies.com/     

A Random Listing of California        

City Managers, Summer, 2010  

Antonio Acosta  is the Deputy 

City Manager in Union City  

where Larry Cheeves  is City 

Manager.  Larry began his 

public management career 

in 1976 as an Administrative 

Intern in Cerritos  where the late Gaylord Knapp  

was City Manager.  In 1977 Larry moved to an 

Ad ministrative Aide post in Pico Rivera , and in 

1979 he was selected to serve as an 

Administrative Assistant in Buena Park .  In 1984 

Larry was appointed to the Assistant Director of 

Public Works position in Norwalk , where he 

served until he was selected to b e the Director 

of Public Works in Union City  in 1989.  Larry 

added òInterim City Manageró to is DPW title in 

2003 and he was appointed City Manager in 

2004.  Larry has earned a BA from Pepperdine 

University and an MPA from California State 

University, Fullerton.           http://www.ci.union -

city.ca.us/gov/city_manager.htm  

Email Contact at:  woconnor@ocsec.com  

 

 

 

 

Contact Lyle Defenbaugh  about Cal TRUST investment 

opportunities for cities.   

Lyle.Defenbaugh@wellsfargo.com  

Pico Rivera  is in the process of recruiting a new 

City Manager.  Assistant City Manager Deborah 

R. Lopez is an ICMA member.  Sh e began her 

career in 1989 as a Management Assistant in La 

Habra Heights.  She was selected to be an 

Administrative Assistant in Pico Rivera in 1990; 

Administrative Assistant II in 1992; Senior 

Administrative Analyst  in 1995; Assistant to the 

City Manager  in 2000; and Assistant City 

Manager in 2004. Debbie oversees the Finance 

Department, Parks & Recreation Department, 

and directly supervises the Human Resources 

staff and the City Clerkõs Division. Debbie has a 

BA from Whittier College, and she has earned a 

20-year ICMA Service Award.  

Pico Rivera  also has an Assistant City Manager, 

Jeffrey Prang , who oversees the Public Works, 

Community & Economic Development, Public 

Safety and Public Information functions.  He 

previously served as a Special Assistant to t he 

Los Angeles County Sheriff Leroy D. Baca , and 

Director of Public Information for the City of Los 

Angeles Department of Animal Services.  He 

was also a Press Deputy to Los Angeles City 

Council President Ruth Galanter , and a Special 

Assistant to Los Angel es County Assessor 

Kenneth P. Hahn .  Jeff is also a member of the 

West Hollywood City Council, where he has 

served as Mayor in 2000 -01 and 2003 -04 and 

currently.  He is a Past President of the California 

Contract Cities Association (2006 -07).   

Trackdown  c ongrat s to NBA Champion L. A. Lakers!  

 


