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City Managers in California Cities That Have 

Names That Begin With The Letter "H"  

By Jack A. Simpson  

While attending the 51st Annual Municipal 

Seminar of the California Con tract Cities 

Association, we were "kiddingly" challenged to 

come up with another "off -the -wall" newsletter 

listing category.  Son -of -a -gun!  For those who 

don't recognize that expression, it is an old 

World War II colloquialism used by Navy 

personnel, but of earlier and questioned origin.  

At any rate, we take challenges seriously.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Former City Manager Jim Barisic , currently a principal with 

Brandywine Development , and Jack A. Simpson  of 

Trackdown, a retired City Manager .  Jim and Jack were 

"Ad ministrative Intern" colleagues in Paramount  in 1965. 

 

 

 

www.brandywinedev.com  
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Trackdown Posse Roster:    
Gregory Korduner , Huntington Park                                                      

Howard Chambers , Lakewood                                                                       

Mike Egan , Bellflower                                                                                     

Ernie Garcia , Norwalk                                                                                       

Joe Tanner , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Bob Adams , Vallejo                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Dave Carman y, Seal Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Maria Dadian,  Artesia                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Ken Bayless , Greater L.A. Vector Control District                                                                                                                                                                  

Jeff Stewart , Los Alamitos                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Kevin OõRourke, Stockton  & Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                     

Tom Odom , Rancho Palos Verdes                                                                                                                                                                                          

George Rodericks , Belvedere                                                                                                                                                                                              

June Catalano , Pleasant Hill                                                                                                                                                                                                

Nelson Oliva , Hercules                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Richard Ramirez , American Canyon                                                                                                                                                                                       

Vern Lawson , Lancaster                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Fran Delach , Azusa                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Bill Kelly , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Chris Kelly , Chino Hills                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Don Penman , Arcadia                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Jason Gonsalves , Joe A . Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                                    

Anthony Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                              

Paul Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                                          

Bill Crowe , El Segundo                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Steve R. Thatcher , SRT Associates                                                                                                                                                                                  

Ernesto Marquez , Hawaiian Gardens                                                                                                                                                                                 

Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan , La Mirada  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                        

Bob & Nadean Dickey , South Gate                                                                                                                                                                                

Deborah Lopez , Pico Rivera                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Jan Perkins , Management Partners                                                                                                                                                                                       

Andy Takata , Banning                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Marcia Raines,  Millbrae                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Gene Rogers , Moreno  Valley  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                

Anthony R. Ybarra , South El Monte                                                                                                                                                                                       

Arthur C. Simonian , Simonian Consulting, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                 

Bob Griego , Irwindale   (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Ken Caresio , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                        

Greg Nordbak , Midway City Sanitary District                                                                                                                                                                           

Carlos Urrutia , Rocklin                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Michael P . Busch , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                         

Wade McKinney, Atascadero                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Andy Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates                           

Doug LaBelle  (Maui Doug) , Chino Hills  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                             

John Keisler , Long Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sheryl Lindsey -Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                                                                                                                                                    

Sam Olivito , California Contract Cities Association                                                                                                                                                               

Bob Dominguez , Placentia  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                             

Jack Lam , Rancho Cucamonga                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Larry F. Pennell , Wasco  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Phil Vince , Martinez                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Gary Chicots , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                          

Rod B. Butler, Crescent City                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Jerry Gruber , Atherton                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Fred Latham , Santa Fe Springs                                                                                                                                                                                            

Anthony Lopez , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                           

Jim Gilley , The GILLEY GROUP LLC                                                                                                                                                                                    

Marshall Linn , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                             

Dr. Bill Mathis , Mathis Group                                                                                  

Jerry Forde , Huron                                                                               

Fred Diaz , Fremont                                                                               

City Of Cerritos                                                                                   

Linda Lowry , Pomona                                                                      

Mike & Judie Sedell , Simi Valley                                                               

Roy Pederson , ICMA Past-President                                               

Bruce Williams , Retired City Manager  

City Managers in California Cities That Have 

Names That Begin With The Letter "H"  

It's June and majo r league baseball season is 

well -underway.  Most of the NBA players are 

vacationing in Maui, Cozumel or some other 

exotic and relaxing place . The basketballs are 

stored for next season except in Los Angeles  

and Boston.  NHL players have hung up their 

skate s and closeted their pads and sticks , and 

are well on their way to healing  before t he start 

of  next season, except in Chicago and 

Philadelphia where Lord Stanley's Cup is still 

contested.  And, NASCAR, tennis and golf are 

still competing for audiences.  Summer is near ! 

 

June begins with the letter "J ,"  but t here is only 

one California city with a name beginning with 

the letter "J."  Jackson , where 

Michael Daly  is the City Manager 

and Connie Gonsalves  is the 

current Mayor, is the only "J" 

named city.   So, we  "randomly" have listed 

Mike Daly  and then "randomly" taken the letter 

that follows the letter "G"  in the alphabet and 

devised a list of City Managers who serve in 

cities with names that begin with  the letter  "H."  

How's that for "random?"  

Michael S. Daly  began his career in 1983 as an 

Administrative Aide in Manhattan Beach .  Over 

the next dozen years he rose in the ranks:  

Administrative Analyst, 1984; Administrative 

Services Manager, 1991; and, Administrative 

Services Director, 1994.  In 1995 Mike left 

Manhattan Beach  to take the City Manager 

post in Rio Dell.  In 1999 he was selected for his 

current position as Jackson City Manager.  Mike 

has a BA from San Jose State University and an 

MPA from USC. He has earned a 25 -year ICMA 

Service Award.  

 

 

http://www.piperjaffray.com  

http://www.piperjaffray.com/
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City Managers in California Cities That Have 

Names That Begin With The Letter "H"  

H is for Honor  

H is for Home Run  

H is for Historic Preservation  

H is for Don Ho  

H is for Hawaii  

H is for Haole  

 

Of course, the letter "H" is the first letter in many, 

many words.  We have identified 20 California 

cities with names that begin with the letter s "J" 

or "H."  The "H" cities include: Half Moon Bay , 

Hanford , Hawaiian Gardens , Hayward , Hemet ,  

Hermosa Beach , Hesperia , Hillsborough ,  

Holtville , Hughson , Huntington Beach ,  

Huntington Park , Hawthorne , Healdsburg ,                                                                                                                                                                                 

Hercules , Hidden Hil ls, Highland , Hollister, and                                                                                                                                 

Huron . Please let us know if we omitted a city.  

The last seven of these cities have city 

managers who are not listed with Résumés in 

the ICMA Who's Who Directory.   

Half Moon Bay:  The Interim City  Manager in Half 

Moon Bay  is retired Huntington Beach  Fire Chief 

Michael Dolder .  He took office as former City 

Manager Marcia Raines departed to take the 

Millbrae  City Manager post.  Mike served 30 -

years in local government including the Fire 

Chief posts in Huntington Beach  and San Luis 

Obispo . 

Katie P. Crowder  is the Assistant to the City 

Manager in Half Moon Bay .  Katie previously 

work for the City of San Jose, where she 

attended San Jose State University.  

 

 
 

 

www.tischlerbise.com  

 

 

 

www. joneshall .com  

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm  

Hanford: Gary òMizieó W. Misenhimer is still list in 

the ICMA Whoõs Who Directory as the Hanford 

City Manager.  "Mizie," who has announced his 

retirement, came to Hanford  from Lemoor e 

where he was the Assistant and Director of 

Public Works .  He ca me to Hanford  in 1986 as 

the Director of Public Works.  He was appointed 

Hanford  City Manager in 2007.  

Hanford  Deputy City Manager Hilary Straus , 38, 

is taking  the City Manager post from the retiring 

Gary òMizieó Misenhimer effective May 1. Hilary 

was selected from 53 applicants, who were 

recruited by a n executive search firm.  He as a 

BA from the University of California, Davis and 

an MPA from USC.  Hilary began his career in 

1995 as an Admin istrative Assistant in the Town 

of Loomis in Placer County.  In 1997 he was 

promoted to Administrative Analyst and he left 

Loomis in 1998 for a Management Analyst post 

in Citrus Heights .  He then moved up in that 

organization to Senior Management Analyst i n 

2002, and Assistant to the City  Manager in 

2007.  In 2004-05 Hilary served as the City 

Administrator for Plymouth , while maintaining his 

Senior Management Analyst position in Citrus 

Heights .  Hilary was appointed Hanford  Deputy 

City Manager in 2008.  Hi lary is Past-President of 

the Municipal Management Association of 

Northern California (MMANC), and he served as 

Chair of Cal -ICMA, 2007 -08.   Hilary has a 10 -

year ICMA Service Award.  

http://webapps.icma.org/WhosWho/index.cfm?fuseaction=J&State=California&Jurisdiction=City%20of%20Half%20Moon%20Bay
http://webapps.icma.org/WhosWho/index.cfm?fuseaction=J&State=California&Jurisdiction=City%20of%20Hanford
http://webapps.icma.org/WhosWho/index.cfm?fuseaction=J&State=California&Jurisdiction=City%20of%20Hawaiian%20Gardens
http://webapps.icma.org/WhosWho/index.cfm?fuseaction=J&State=California&Jurisdiction=City%20of%20Hayward
http://webapps.icma.org/WhosWho/index.cfm?fuseaction=J&State=California&Jurisdiction=City%20of%20Hemet
http://webapps.icma.org/WhosWho/index.cfm?fuseaction=J&State=California&Jurisdiction=City%20of%20Hermosa%20Beach
http://webapps.icma.org/WhosWho/index.cfm?fuseaction=J&State=California&Jurisdiction=City%20of%20Hesperia
http://webapps.icma.org/WhosWho/index.cfm?fuseaction=J&State=California&Jurisdiction=Town%20of%20Hillsborough
http://webapps.icma.org/WhosWho/index.cfm?fuseaction=J&State=California&Jurisdiction=City%20of%20Holtville
http://webapps.icma.org/WhosWho/index.cfm?fuseaction=J&State=California&Jurisdiction=City%20of%20Hughson
http://webapps.icma.org/WhosWho/index.cfm?fuseaction=J&State=California&Jurisdiction=City%20of%20Huntington%20Beach
http://webapps.icma.org/WhosWho/index.cfm?fuseaction=J&State=California&Jurisdiction=City%20of%20Huntington%20Park
file:///C:/Users/Jack/Documents/Trackdown%20-%20Jack/NEWSLETTERS/2009%20Newsletters/www.tischlerbise.com
http://www.joneshall.com/
http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm
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www.englanderpr.com  

City Managers in California Cities That Have 

Names That Begin With The Letter "H"  

Hawaiian Gardens:  Ernesto Marquez  began  his 

local government career as an Administrative 

Aide in Hawaiian Gardens  in 1992.  In 1997 he 

served with the California Department o f Fish & 

Game as an Administrative Aide, and in 1998 

he work for the City of Long Beach  as a Teen 

Center Director.  He took an Administrative 

Analyst post in Long Beach  in 1999, and was 

appointed the Hawaiian Gardens  Acting City 

Administrator in 2001.  In 2006 the City Council 

removed the òActingó from his title.  Ernesto has 

a BA  and MPA from California State University, 

Long Beach.  He is an Artesia High School 

alumnus and continues to support the schoolõs 

sports teams by attending games throughout 

the school year.    

 

 

 

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com  

 

 

 

http://www.syllc.com/DefaultContent.aspx?PageId=1  

 

 Larry Kosmont  of the Kosmont Companies poses with 

retired  Hercules  City Manager Michael Sakamoto  and 

current Hercules  City Manager Nelson Oliva . 

Hayward : In 1971 Frances David  began her 

local government career as an Employment & 

Training Specialist  for Pittsburg . In 1975 she was 

appointed to be Director o f the Employment, 

Training & Aging Administration in San Mateo 

County.  Fran joined the Daly City  staff in 1979 

as the Assistant to the City Manager.  She left 

local government in 1982 and returned in 1993 

as the Assistant to the City Manager/Chief of 

Staff to the Vice Mayor in Berkeley .  In 1996 Fran 

was selected to be the Berkeley  Director of 

Finance, where she served for some 10 -years.  

In 2006 Fran was appointed Assistant City 

Manager in Hayward .  She served a few months 

as Acting City Manager in 2007 a nd in 2010 

following the resignation of City Manager Greg 

Jones .  Fran was appointed City Manager 

effective in May,  2010.  In addition to her local 

government service, Fran participated in  a  

Peace Corps mission to  Barranquilla, Colombia.  

Fran has a BS from  California State University, 

Hayward (East Bay), and an MBA from Golden 

Gate University.  Fran is an ICMA Credentialed 

Manager, and she has earned a 25 -year ICMA 

Service Award.  

 

 

Experienced in conducting personnel ð                             

and inte rnal affairs investigations.                                                          

Contact Joseph C. De Ladurantey            
714.940.6370 | 877.818.5621       

jdeladurantey@willdan.com                     

www.willdan.com  

 

http://www.englanderpr.com/
http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.syllc.com/DefaultContent.aspx?PageId=1
http://www.americanhomelandsolutions.com/
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City Managers in California Cities That Have 

Names That Begin With The Letter "H"  

Hemet : Dr. Brian S. Nakamura, DPA , has been 

the Hemet City Manager since 2009.  He began 

his career in 1993 as a Budget Analyst for  the Elk 

Grove  Community Services District.  He served 

as a Land Use Planner in Winters in 1993-94, and 

took a Budget & Grants Manager post with Yolo 

County in 1994.  Brian was appointed City 

Manager in Sutter Creek  in Amador County in 

1996. In 1999 Brian move d to Oregon as the City 

Manager in Oregon City. When he returned to 

California in 2003 he went to Riverside as the 

Director of Public Works. In 2005 Brian was 

appointed City Manager in Reedley , and in 

2008 he was selected to be the Banning  City 

Manager. He left there in 2009 to take his 

current post in Hemet , where he replaced 

Interim City Manager Len Wood .  Brian has a BA 

from California State University, Sacramento 

and an MPA and DPA from USC.  He is an ICMA 

Credentialed Manager, and has earned a 10 -

year ICMA Service Award.   

 

 

 

 

www.keenan.com  

 

www.willdan.com  

 

"Real integrity is doing the right thing, knowing that 

nobody's going to know whether you did it or not."      

-- Oprah  Winfrey  

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Center  of the street"  flagpole in Los Olivos.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/  

 

 

Email Contact at:  woconnor@ocsec.com  

 

Hermosa Beach : In 1973 Stephen R. Burrell  

began his local government career as an 

Assistant to the City Manager in Rolling Hills 

Estates.  In 1976 Steve was selected to serve as 

the Assistant City Manager in San Clemente , 

where he served until 1979.  Steve was 

appointed Capitola  City Manager in 1979, and 

served there for some 14 -years.  In 1994 Steve 

was selected to be the Hermosa Beach  City 

Manager.  He has a BA from California State 

University, Long Beach, and he has earned a 

35-year ICMA Services Award.  

 

 

 

 

The Local Taxpayer, Public Safety and Transportation 

Protection Act                              

www.savelocalservices.com                          

 

 

 

http://www.keenan.com/
http://www.americanhomelandsolutions.com/
http://www.quoteworld.org/quotes/12448
http://www.quoteworld.org/quotes/12448
http://www.quoteworld.org/authors/oprah-winfrey
http://www.wolfhousing.com/
mailto:woconnor@ocsec.com
http://www.savelocalservices.com/

