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51st Annual CCCA Municipal Seminar The 

Economy: Woe to Dough?  

By Jack A. Simpson  

Members of the California Contract Cities 

Association met at their 51st Annual Municipal 

Seminar May 13 -16, 2010 at the Esmeralda Hotel 

in Indian Wells , a member city.  We have 

crafted this issue to chronicle our conference 

experience and acknowledge as many folks 

that were there as possible.   

Originally, representatives of 8-cities met  in 1957 

to discuss the need for unified  support  to 

protect the "Lakewood Plan" of contracting out, 

and the underlying foundation of "home rule." 

Those "Founding 8" included: Bellflower , Duarte , 

La Puente , Lakewood , Norwalk , Paramount , 

Rolling Hills and Santa Fe Springs . 

 

The 51st Annual Municipal Seminar of the California 

Contract Cities Association was held May 13 -16, 2010 at 

the Renaissance Esmeralda Resort and Spa in Indian Wells , 

a CCCA member City.  Duarte  Council Member             

Lois Gaston  retired her g avel as President and                   

La Cañada Flintridge  Council Member Laura Olhasso  took 

the Presidents Chair for the coming year.  
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Trackdown Posse Roster:    
Gregory Korduner , Huntington Park                                                      

Howa rd Chambers , Lakewood                                                                       

Mike Egan , Bellflower                                                                                     

Ernie Garcia , Norwalk                                                                                       

Joe Tanner , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Bob Adams , Vallejo                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Dave Carmany, Seal Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Maria Dadian,  Artesia                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Ken Bayless , Greater L.A. Vector Control District                                                                                                                                                                  

Jeff Stewart , Los Alamitos                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Kevin OõRourke, Stockton  & Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                     

Tom Odom , Rancho Palos Verdes                                                                                                                                                                                          

George Rodericks , Belvedere                                                                                                                                                                                              

June Catalano , Pleasant Hill                                                                                                                                                                                                

Nelson Oliva , Hercules                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Richard Ramirez , American Canyon                                                                                                                                                                                       

Vern Lawson , Lancaster                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Fran Delach , Azusa                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Bill Kelly , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Chris Kelly , Chino Hills                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Don Penman , Arcadia                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Jason Gon salves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                                    

Anthony Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                              

Paul Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                                          

Bill Crowe , El Segundo                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Steve R. Thatcher , SRT Associates                                                                                                                                                                                  

Ernesto Marquez , Hawaiian Gardens                                                                                                                                                                                 

Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan , La Mirada  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                        

Bob & Nadean Dickey , South Gate                                                                                                                                                                                

Deborah Lopez , Pico Rivera                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Jan Perkins , Management Partners                                                                                                                                                                                       

Andy Takata , Banning                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Marcia Raines,  Millbrae                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Gene Rogers , Moreno Valley  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                

Anthony R. Ybarra , South El Monte                                                                                                                                                                                       

Arthur C. Simonian , Simonian Consulting, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                 

Bob Griego , Irwindale   (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Ken Caresio , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                        

Greg Nordbak , Midway City Sanitary District                                                                                                                                                                           

Carlos Urrutia , Rocklin                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Michael P. Busch , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                         

Wade McKinney, Atascadero                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Andy Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates                           

Doug LaBell e (Maui Doug) , Chino Hills  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                             

John Keisler , Long Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sheryl Lindsey -Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                                                                                                                                                    

Sam Olivito , California Contract Cities Association                                                                                                                                                               

Bob Dominguez , Placentia  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                             

Jack Lam , Rancho Cucamonga                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Larry F. Pennell , Wasco  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Phil Vince , Martinez                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Gary Chicots , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                          

Rod B. Butler, Crescent City                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Jerry Gruber , Atherton                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Fred Latham , Santa Fe Springs                                                                                                                                                                                            

Anthony Lopez , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                           

Jim Gilley , The GILLEY GROUP LLC                                                                                                                                                                                    

Marshall Linn , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                             

Dr. Bill Mathis , Ma this Group                                                                                  

Jerry Forde , Huron                                                                               

Fred Diaz , Fremont                                                                               

City Of Cerritos                                                                                   

Linda Lowry , Pomona                                                                      

Mike & Judie Sedell , Simi Valley                                                               

Roy Pederson , ICMA Past-President  

 

California Contract Cities Association                                                   

51st Annual Conference  

Twenty -five CCCA member cities participated 

in the Assoc iation's first municipal seminar in 

May, 1960 at the El Mirador Hotel in Palm 

Springs.  Since that time the group has met 

each year in conference to address 

"contracting out" issues, and municipal 

government efficiency and effectiveness 

themes and topics.   

With increased membership and a heightened 

interest in attending the annual event, and 

since the El Mirador Hotel facilities were 

converted to health care and senior living, the 

conferences were moved to the Riviera Hotel 

for a few years.  Once the Assoc iation outgrew 

their housing capacity, the conference s were 

held at the Marq uis Hotel , with added room 

accommodations at the nearby Spa and 

Sheraton Hotels. Many "old -timers" remember 

watching former Los Angeles County 

Supervisors Pete Schabarum  and Dean D ana  

play tennis on the Marquis courts. Dean's wife 

Doris Dana  would often play too. The next 

conference location move was to the 

Wyndham Hotel down the street on Tahquitz 

Canyon Way...still in Palm Springs.  Sam Olivito  

reminded us that it was at the Wyndh am where 

the Bellflower  staff blew some electrical circuits 

while putting on the annual Bellflower  Saturday 

breakfast reception.  The past 10 -years or so the 

conference has been headquartered at the 

Renaissance Esmeralda Resort and Spa  in 

Indian Wells .   

 

 

 

 

http://www.piperjaffray.com  

http://www.piperjaffray.com/
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California Contract Cities Association                                                   

51st Annual Conference  

All of my children can remember attending 

"contract cities" confer ences through the years. 

My eldest Kellee was born in 1969 and the 

youngest Casey in  1985.  The CCCA has always 

welcomed and promoted a family atmosphere, 

including providing special children's programs.  

In this manner of speaking, the 2010 conference 

beg an for us on Wednesday evening when my 

7-year old grandson Tyler Simpson Pouncéy  

and I picked up my youngest daughter Casey 

Simpson  at LAX.  She flew in from Nashville to 

keep the tradition alive.   

http://www .kndinc.com/index.htm  

On Thursday morning, May 13, the day of the 

"contract cities" golf tournament, Casey  and I 

drove to Indian Wells  and parked in the self -

parking structure at the rear of the property.  As 

we walked to the registration desk we passed 

by the CAVA restaurant and CCCA Past -

President Randy Bomgaars  shouted a greeting, 

as he was there having lunch  on the patio  with 

a small Bellflower  group.  We also ran across 

Valentina Tripepi Shoop  as she was heading to 

her room. Valentina is an Assistant Vice 

President with Regency, an investigative arm of 

Keenan & Associates.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.keenan.com  

We checked in with the  friendly and  extremely 

acco mmodating staff of the Renaissance 

Esmeralda Resort and Spa.  Once we were 

assigned a room (Room 507, right down the 

hallway from CCCA Past -President Dave 

Spence , a Council Member in La Cañada 

Flintridge ), we came upon Mark Risco  of 

Willdan Financial Servi ces as we were leaving 

the lobby. It has been our experience that the 

WFS team is always on the bal l; early and 

prepared. We took a look at our room...very 

nice...said "hello" to Dave Spence  down the 

hall, and then Casey dropped me at the golf 

course a nd she went shopping...always a 

dangerous proposition.   

 

 

 

www.willdan.com  

 

Each year the Association sponsors a golf 

tournament in recognition and honor of the 

Incoming President on the Thursday prior to 

conference sessions. The tournament has 

become quite popular and usually gets an 

excellent turnout.  The 2010 event, "Laura's Links 

Classic," in honor of incoming President Laura 

Olhasso  of La Cañada Flintridge , kept with 

tradition even with the current ly sad economy.  

 

"You cannot escape the responsibility of 

tomorrow by evading it today."                                                                                            

--Abraham Lincoln  

 

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm
http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.keenan.com/
http://www.americanhomelandsolutions.com/
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http://www. kosmont.com/  

California Contract Cities Association                                                   

51st Annual Conference  

As I walked into the  golf course clubhouse  

lobby area I ran into Sharon Olivito , who was on 

her way back to the Esmeralda to set u p the 

conference registration.  Sam Olivito  and the 

CCCA staff, consisting of Sharon Olivito , Maria 

Montes , Ashley Villegas  and Tony Olivito , work 

long and hard hours planning, and pulling these 

conferences together. They continue to present 

superlative pr ograms.  Simply put: they do good 

work.   

While taking a look over the nearby greens to 

see if I could see any familiar tournament 

participants, Richard Fierro  of Consolidated 

Disposal Services and Norwalk  City Manager 

Ernie Garcia  buzzed by in a golf cart  heading 

for the next fairway.  I was then hailed by Frank 

Tripepi , a long -time friend, retired City Manager 

and President & CEO of Willdan Financial 

Services (WFS) and Mark Risco , also of WFS.  The 

three of us hiked the stairs and were seated at 

a nice ta ble for  a little  lunch at the golf course 

restaurant. Generally, people do not laugh 

enough.  It is always a good thing, therapeutic 

even, to relax with good friends  and tell stories 

and laugh.   

 

 

 

 

http://www. wolfhousing.com/  

After lunch we moseyed into the area set aside 

for the tournament golfers following their 

rounds.  We selected a well -placed table and 

settled in to wait.  It is here that the golfers get 

some after -tournament refreshments, snacks 

and ha ve the annual tournament raffle.  One of 

the first through the doors was Los Angeles 

County Supervisor Don Knabe .  Then came a 

gang of hot weary golfer s after a long day on 

the course.  

 

 

 

 

www.englanderpr.com  

We chatted with many of them as they made 

their way to places at the table s placed around 

the room.  Former City Manager Katie Wilson , 

currently with Willdan Financial Services was 

there greeting too.  Willdan's Francesca Fuentes  

came in with Jennifer Hill  of eCivis.  Ernesto 

Marquez , Hawaiian Gardens  City Administrator; 

Bellflower  City Manager Mike Egan ; and Kevin 

Chun  of the La Cañada Flintridge  staff came 

by.  Harvey Englander , Matt Knabe  and Adam 

Englander  of Englander Knabe & Allen  were 

there.   

 

 

 

www.brandywinedev.com  

 

 

 

 

The Local Taxpayer, Public Safety and Transportation 

Protection Act                              

www.savelocalservices.com                          

 

http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.englanderpr.com/
http://www.brandywinedev.com/
http://www.savelocalservices.com/
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California Contract Cities Association                                                   

51st Annual Conference  

Please keep in mind that we do not know 

everyone, but among those we recognized 

there were:  Walnut  City Manager Rob Wishner  

and Assista nt City Manager Chuck Robinson ; 

San Marino  City Manager Matt Ballantyne ; 

Lakewood  City Manager Howard Chambers , 

and Lakewood  Council Members Larry Van 

Nostran  and Joe Esquivel , a CCCA Past -

President ; Jon Shull , Executive Director of the 

California Joint Po wers Insurance Authority; 

Anthony Gonsalves  and Jason Gonsalves  of 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son; Jeff Cooper  of Winzler 

& Kelly; Scott Hammond  and Jeff Givens  of 

Edge P3 Solutions; Moreno Valley  Public Works 

Director and City Engineer Chris Vogt ; El Monte  

City M anager Rene Bobadill a ; Santa Clarita  

City Manager Ken Pulskamp , the President of 

the City Managers' Department of the League 

of California Cities; Natalie Salazar  of the Los 

Angeles County Sheriff's Department; Erin Stibal 

of Supervisor Don Knabe 's office;  City Manager 

Ernie Garcia  of Norwalk ; Mary Lou Echternach , 

Deputy to Director John Fasana  of the MTA 

Board of Directors; and, of course, the hard 

working Sam Olivito  and Tony Olivito  of the 

CCCA staff, along with many happy tired 

golfers. Mayor Don Voss  and CCCA Past -

President Dave Spence , both of La Cañada 

Flintridge , served as Tournament Co -Chairs.  

 

 

Email Contact at:  woconnor@ocsec.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

www. joneshall .com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/  

That evening was the annual conference 

welcoming reception at the Esmeralda pool 

side.  Casey and I made our way to the event 

and greeting many old friends.  We moved 

through the buffet line trying to be "health 

conscious," and found some seats at a table in 

the rear pool area.  We were soon joined by 

Whittier  Council Member Owen Newcomer , 

who is the current President of the Los Angeles 

County Division of the League of Californ ia 

Cities. Rancho Palos Verdes  Mayor Stefan 

Wolowicz  and his wife Mary Jo also joined the 

table.  

Here are Mabel Garcia Paine  of Willdan Energy Solutions 

and Jennifer Hill  of eCivis, seemed to enjoy the Thursday 

evening Welcome Buffet Dinner - Pool Side.  

 

"Whether you're late for church or you're stuck in jail  

Hey, word's gonna get around  

Everybody dies famous in a small town "                                            

  --Country Singer Miranda Lambert  

 

 

 

www.tischlerbise.com  

 
 


