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A Busy Week in April, 2010  

By Jack A. Simpson  

Every once in awhile we piece an issue 

together with a chronology of a week or so 

where we present our activities as a way to 

focus on some of the issues of the day.  One of 

our goals is to develop historical t ext that may 

allow us to "remember when" when we look 

back from some place in the future.  

Our week starting with Monday, April 19th was 

an eventful stretch of time.  Actually, I wanted 

to start this chronology with the 90th birthday 

party of veteran retir ed City Manager Bob 

Williams  in Santa Fe Springs , but  my attendance 

wasn't to be.  I t is reported that more than 100 

people were on hand to wish Bob "Happy 

Birthday."  We join all those "well -wishers" to 

salute Bob for his many years of public service, 

and  to wish him "Happy Birthday."   

By all reports, the 90th birthday party of Bob 

Williams  was a huge success.  Among those 

who attended were former City Managers:  Roy 

Pederson , a Past -President of ICMA , who  flew in 

from Arizona; Bill Crowe , currently Assi stant City 

Manager in El Segundo  and former Rosemead  

City Manager; Ray Harris, currently the 

Transportation Deputy for Los Angeles County 

Supervisor Don Knabe ; Andy Takata , currently 

the Banning  City Manager; Brea City Manager 

Tim O'Donnell ; retired City M anager Dennis 

Courtemarche ; and, of course, Santa Fe Springs  

City Manager Fred Latham , who organized the 

event. We extend our sincere apologies to Bob 

and to Fred Latham  for our failure to appear.  

 

                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

Retired City Manager Robert L. Williams  

 

Bob and Mary Ann Williams pose with  Mary Jane  Oring, 

and ICMA Past -President Roy Pederson. Mary Jane and 

Roy flew in from Arizona for Bob's party.  

Bob Williams chats with former City Manager Ray Harris, 

currently the Transportation Deputy in Supervisor Don 

Knabe's office.  Ray made a presentation on behalf of the 

Supervisor, as did Roy Pederson on behalf of ICMA . 
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Formerly Moreland Personnel Services  

Mary Ann & Bob Williams with Gail & Tim O'Donnell, Brea 

City Manager at Bob's 90th Birthday Party.  

A Busy Week in April, 2010  

Frank Tripepi  of Norwalk , the father of former 

City M anager ( Rosemead  & La Puente ) Frank 

G. Tripepi  and Valentina Tripepi Shoop , who 

works with Keenan & Associates , passed away 

at the age of 91.  He was well -known in the 

Norwalk  community, where he was a local 

businessman for many years.  He was proud of 

his retired City Manager son Frank, who is 

currently the President and CEO of Willdan 

Financial Services , and his daughter Valentina, 

who at one time worked in the District Office of 

then -Assembly Member Joe A. Gonsalves .  She 

went on to be a Los Angeles Coun ty Deputy 

Sheriff, and has worked in the investigation field 

for many years.  Like his son, the elder Frank was 

a true believer in hard work and "old school" 

loyalty. He was always there for his friends.  He 

was well -respected and will be gravely missed 

by  his family and all those who knew him.  The 

California Contract Cities Association 

adjourned their April meeting in honor and 

memory of Frank Tripepi  of Norwalk . 

 

Trackdown Posse Roster:    
Gregory Korduner , Huntington Park                                                      

Howard Chambers , Lakewood                                                                       

Mike Egan , Bellflower                                                                                     

Ernie Garcia , Norwalk                                                                                       

Joe Tanner , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Bob Adams , Vallejo                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Dave Carmany, Seal Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Maria Dadia n, Artesia                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Ken Bayless , Greater L.A. Vector Control Distr ict                                                                                                                                                                  

Jeff Stewart , Los Alamitos                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Kevin OõRourke, Stockton  & Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                     

Tom Odom , Rancho Palos Verdes                                                                                                                                                                                          

George Rodericks , Belvedere                                                                                                                                                                                              

June Catalano , Pleasant Hill                                                                                                                                                                                                

Nelson Oliva , Hercules                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Richard Ramirez , American Canyon                                                                                                                                                                                       

Vern Lawson , Lancaster                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Fran Delach , Azusa                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Bill Kelly , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Chris Kelly , Chino Hills                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Don Penman , Arcadia                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Jason Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                                    

Anthony Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                              

Paul Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                                          

Bill Crowe , El Segundo                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Steve R. Thatcher , SRT Associates                                                                                                                                                                                  

Ernesto Marquez , Hawaiian Gardens                                                                                                                                                                                 

Ga ry K. & Mary Jo Sloan , La Mirada  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                        

Bob & Nadean Dickey , South Gate                                                                                                                                                                                

Deborah Lopez , Pico Rivera                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Jan Perkins , Management Partners                                                                                                                                                                                       

Andy Takata , Banning                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Marcia Raines,  Millbrae                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Gene Rogers , Moreno Valley  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                

Anthony R. Ybarra , South El Monte                                                                                                                                                                                       

Arthur C. Simonian , Simonian Consulting, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                 

Bob Griego , Irwindale   (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Ken Caresio , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                        

Greg Nordbak , Midway City Sanitary District                                                                                                                                                                           

Carlos Urrutia , Rocklin                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Michael P. Busch , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                         

Wade McKinney, Atasc adero                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Andy Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates                           

Doug LaBelle (Maui Doug) , Chino Hills  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                             

John Keisler , Long Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sheryl Lindsey -Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                                                                                                                                                    

Sam Olivito , California Contract Cities Association                                                                                                                                                               

Bob Dominguez , Placentia  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                             

Jack Lam , Rancho Cucamonga                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Larry F. Pennell , Wasco  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Phil Vince , Martinez                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Gary Chico ts, Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                          

Rod B. Butler, Crescent City                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Jerry Gruber , Atherton                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Fred Latham , Santa Fe Springs                                                                                                                                                                                            

Anthony Lopez , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                           

Jim Gilley , The GILLEY GROUP LLC                                                                                                                                                                                    

Marshall Linn , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                             

Dr. Bill Mathis , Mathis Group                                                                                  

Jerry Forde , Huron                                                                               

Fred Diaz , Fremont                                                                               

City Of Cerritos                                                                                  

Linda Lowry , Pomona                                                                      

Mike & Judie Se dell , Simi Valley 

http://www.intellibridgepartners.com/
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A Busy Week in April, 2010  

On Monday, April 19 ,  it was my privilege to visit 

with Arcadia  City Manager Don Penman .  We 

first got to know each other during Don's tenure 

as City Administrator in San Fernando .  Don and 

I were part of a gro up of City Managers who, as 

a means to develop a support group, would 

get together periodically to socialize and 

discuss the issues of the day.  

On this April Monday, we reminisced about "old 

times."  Over the years we have attended many 

conferences and m unicipal seminars at the 

same time. We recounted our memories of an 

enjoyable evening in San Francisco .  Don was 

with his wife Debbie and we shared a nightcap 

in one of the Westin St. Francis Hotel's lounge 

areas...had to be in the late '70s or early '80s.   It 

was a relaxing temporary safe -harbor after a 

long day of "conferencing" and before another 

day or two o f sessions and seminars.  We both 

still remember the time fondly.  

California Contract Cities Associationõs    

51st Annual Municipal Seminar                                

May 1 3-16, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

The Renaissance Esmeralda,                                       

44-400 Indian Wells Lane                                         

Indian Wells  92210                                                                                                                                        

For Information contact Sharon Olivito  at 

telephone No. 562 -622-5533 

www.contractcities.org  

 

 

 

www.willdan.com  

Donald E. Penman  has been the Arcadia  City 

Manager since January, 2008.  He took over 

following the retirement of former City Manager 

Bill Kelly .  Don had been the Assistant City 

Manager/Development Services Director since 

1998 when he came to Arcadia  from the 

Assistant City Manager post in Simi Valley .  Don 

actually began his public management career 

in Arcadia  back in 1974 as an Administrative 

Intern.  In 1975 he took an Administrative 

Assistant position in Simi Valley  and m oved up 

through the ranks: Senior Administrative 

Assistant, 1978; Assistant to the City Manager, 

1979; and Deputy City Manager in 1981.  Don 

left Simi Valley  in November, 1982 to accept the 

appointment to be City Administrator in San 

Fernando .  He moved on  from there in 1990 to 

become the City Manager in Baldwin Park  

where he left in late 1993.  Don then returned to 

Simi Valley  as an Assistant City Manager, 

working with Mike Sedell .  He has a BA from 

California State University and an MPA from 

USC.  Don ear ned a 30 -year ICMA Service 

Award in 2008.   

 

 

http://www.piperjaffray.com  

 

 

 

 

Birthday Party: Fred Latham, Roy Pederson, Dennis Courtemarche, 

Bob Williams, Andy Takata, Tim O'Donnell and Ray Harris.  

 

http://www.contractcities.org/
http://www.americanhomelandsolutions.com/
http://www.piperjaffray.com/
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Experien ced in conducting personnel ð                             

and internal affairs investigations.                                                          

Contact Joseph C. De Ladurantey            
714.940.6370 | 877.818.5621       

jdeladurantey@willdan.com                     

www.willdan.com  

 

 

www.keenan.com  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com  

"Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a 

smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest 

compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of 

which have the potential to turn a life around."                                                      

-- Leo Buscaglia  

A Busy Week in April, 2010  

Wedn esday, April 21  seemed busy enough for 

an entire week.  We began the day as usual; 

making breakfast for our 7 -year old grandson 

Tyler Simpson Pouncéy .  It is important for young 

people to have a good breakfast to start the 

day before school; especially whe n it will be a 

long day with Little League practice in the 

evening.   

 

After breakfast duty, it was then a short drive to 

the La Mirada  Holiday Inn Select to attend the 

monthly breakfast meeting of the Gateway 

Cities City Managers' group.  The April meetin g 

was hosted by South Gate  City Manager Dr. 

Ron Bates, and he made an informative 

presentation about the current issues, programs 

and projects in the South Gate  community.  

 

Southern California Association of Governments 

Executive Director Hasan M. Ikhrata  was at the 

meeting to give the latest "SCAG Update."  The 

2010 SCAG Regional Conference & General 

Assembly is being held at the La Quinta Resort 

& Club, May 5 -7.  Among the many regional 

planning issues Hasan discussed was the 

transportation and planning effects of SB 375 

and its objectives to lower greenhouse gas 

emissions.  Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger  

signed State Senator Darrell Steinberg 's bill into 

law in 2008 making California first in the nation 

to take proactive steps to reduce greenhouse 

gas em issions by "curbing urban sprawl." Local 

governments have been grappling with the bill 

and its negative impact on "home rule" and 

"local control."  The bill has changed local 

government's capacity to address economic 

development to challenge the current 

ec onomic downturn.   

 

"If you judge people, you have no time to love 

them."  

-- Mother Teresa  

 

Arcadia City Managers:  

William J. Richard , first City Manager, 10/5 1-6/56;  

Neil Anderson , former Police Chief, 6/56 -6/59;  

Lawrence Cook , 6/59 -8/59;  

Charles Lortz , former City Engineer, 8/59 -12/59;  

Harold K. Schone , 12/59 -5/66;  

Wesley McDaniels , 5/66 -9/66;  

Lyman H. Cozad , 9/66 -9/77;  

Lyle Alberg , 1/78 -2/81;  

George J. Watts , 7/81 -5/92;  

Donald R. Duckworth , 9/92 -12/93;  

William R. Kelly , 1/94 -12/07;  

Donald E. Penman , 1/08 -Present.  

http://www.americanhomelandsolutions.com/
http://www.keenan.com/
http://www.gonsalvi.com/
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 Busy Week in April, 2010  

Whittier  City Manager Steve Helvey  conducted 

an abbreviated election for a new Chair for the 

coming year, as the April meeting closed out h is 

Chair service.  Lynwood City Manager Roger 

Haley  and Paramount  City Manager Linda 

Benedetti -Leal  were selected by acclamation 

as Chair and Vice -Chair respectively.  

Congratulations to both!  

 

Gateway Cities COG Executive Director 

Richard Powers  spoke to the group, and Ron 

Bates gave an update on pension reform 

efforts.  Kristine Guerrero  of the League of 

California Cities reported on the  successful  

volunteer signature gathering for the Local 

Taxpayer, Public Safety and Transportation 

Protection Act of 201 0, and noted that the 

Gateway Cities accounted for more petition 

signatures than any other region in the State. 

She made special presentations to the City 

Managers of the region's top three cities in 

signature gathering:  Howard Chambers  of 

Lakewood , Linda  Benedetti -Leal  of Paramount  

and Art Gallucci  of Cerritos . 

 

 

 

 

www.englanderpr.com  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/  

   

 

Email Contact at:  woconnor@ocsec.com  

 

Among the City Managers in attendance were:  

Ron Bates of South Gate ; Linda Benedetti -Leal  

of Paramount , Art Gallucci  of Cerritos , Mike 

Egan  of Bellflower , Ernie Garcia  of Norwalk , 

Shauna Clark  of La Habra Heigh ts, Fred Latham  

of Santa Fe Springs , Howard Chambers  of 

Lakewood , Gregory Korduner  of Huntington 

Park, Roger Haley  of Lynwood , Tom Robinson  of 

La Mirada , Steve Helvey  of Whittier , and Range 

Rider Darrell Essex.   

 

Others at the meeting included:  Californi a 

Contract Cities Association Executive Director 

Sam Olivito ; Gateway Cities COG Executive 

Director Richard Powers ; Tom Modica of Long 

Beach ; SCAG Executive Director Hasan M. 

Ikhrata ; Lakewood  Assistant City Manager Lisa 

Novotny ;  La Mirada  Assistant to th e City 

Manager & City Clerk Anne Haraksin ; 

Huntington Park  Assistant City Manager Alan 

Shear; Norwalk  Assistant City Manager Tom 

Lynch ; Paramount  Assistant City Manager John 

Moreno ; Trina Miller  of the Whittier  City 

Manager's Office, and Kristine Guerrero  of the 

League of California Cities.  We apologize to 

others we either do not know or simply missed.   

It was announced that the Gateway Cities City 

Managers will not meet next month as May 19 is 

the Los Angeles County -wide City Managers 

meeting organized b y the League at 

Luminaries' in Monterey Park . 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/  

 

http://www.englanderpr.com/
http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/
mailto:woconnor@ocsec.com
http://www.wolfhousing.com/
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The Local Taxpayer, Public Safety and Transportation 

Protection Act                             

www.savelocalservices.com                          

Busy Week in April, 2010  

Lakewood City Manager Howard Chambers, Santa Fe 

Springs City Manager Fred Latham, Paramount City 

Manager Linda Benedetti -Leal, South Gate City Manager 

Ron Bates and Cerritos City Manager Art Gallucci  at the 

April, 2010 Gateway Cities City Managers' meeting.  

 

At Noon on Wednesday, April 21 , I headed for 

lunch at the Cerritos Town Center's Wood 

Ranch BBQ & Grill.  There I met with long -time 

friend and retired Pomon a  City Manager Doug 

Dunlap , John C. Bolan  of Structured Finance 

Corporation of America and Jim Chilton  of 

Chilton & Associates investment bankers. Jim 

and I go back to an early 1970s municipal 

financing deal.   

 

Paul Dinkelspiel , a well -respected Californ ia 

municipal securities industry veteran of more than 

four decades died of a heart attack at Marin 

General Hospital on September 17, 2002.  

 

 

 

www.myspace.com/caseysimpsonmusic 

John, who is a n exper t on and collector of 

dinosaur fossils, brought some examples of 

petrified dinosaur eggs to share with Jim.  Jim 

has a large cattle ranch in Arizona and wants 

to be on the look -out for such treasure.   

 

In addition to talk of lunches, dinners, meetings, 

de als and other experiences with Paul 

Dinkelspiel , Scott Sollers , Ken Caresio ,  Bill 

O'Connor , Nelson Oliva, Bill Crowe , Darrell 

Essex, former House Committee Chairman of 

Ways and Means Al Ullman of Oregon,  and 

others, our talk turned for a time to the curr ent 

status and development of Solar Power. John's 

company, Structured Finance Corporation of 

America   has a Solar Division that has a "turn -

key" program for municipal, industrial and 

commercial users to generate green on -site 

electric power from the sun. J ohn may be 

reach at telephone no. 714 -375-6634 or at email 

address:  JBSFC@aol.com 

John Bolan of Structured Finance of America, Jim Chilton 

of Chilton & Associates, and retired Pomona City Manager 

Doug Dunlap  at Wood R anch in the Cerritos Town Center . 

 

 

 

http://www.sycr.com/  

A sincere "Thank you" to  Santa Fe Springs  City Manager 

Fred Latham for the Bob Williams Birthday Party pictures.  

 

 

 

http://www.savelocalservices.com/
http://www.myspace.com/caseysimpsonmusic
mailto:JBSFC@aol.com
http://www.sycr.com/



