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California City Managers                            

Still Working 25 -years Later  
 

With this third issue of April , 2010 we are finishing 

up our "Quarter Century" managers.  We have 

added a couple of folks who are still in the 

trenches, though admittedly we have not got 

all who are still serving in one capacity or 

another.  In this issue we have also attempted  

to present a "raw" list of those who were 

managers in 1985, and, though not still city 

managers, they continue to be members of 

ICMA and listed in the ICMA Who's Who 

Directory.  We apologize in advance for 

anyone we inadvertently missed.   

                                                                                                                                            

June 14, 2010                                                      

ELEVENTH ANNUAL KNAPP GOLF CLASSIC                                                                                                                                       

Shotgun Scramble - Noon   $175 Entry/$35 Dinner Only                                                                                                                                         

Western Hills Golf and Country Club                                                                                                                      

1800 Carbon Canyon Road                                                                                                                                   

Chino Hills, California  91709                                                                                                                         

Telephone: 714 -528-6400 

The 2010 MLB 

season is 

underway.  

Former        

City Managers   

Ray Harris and 

Don Pruyn  

were at the 

Angels' 

Opening Day , 

April 5th  in 

Anaheim . 
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Continuing the  "Quar ter Century" service list, we 

continue to primarily rely on the ICMA Who's 

Who Directory.  We do attempt to find 

supplemental information from other sources, 

but time prevents in -depth research on each 

individual.  We hope you enjoy this presentation.  

In 1985 John Jalili  was the Santa Monica  City 

Manager.  John began his public management 

career as the Assistant Director of Planning in 

Norman, Oklahoma in 1964.  In December, 1966 

he took the Director of Planning position in 

Ames, Iowa, and in March, 1970 J ohn moved to 

California to be the Director of Planning & 

Development in Inglewood .  In 1974 he moved 

to the Santa Monica  Director of Environmental 

Services post.  John was appointed Santa 

Monica  Assistant City Manager in June, 1979 

and in December, 1984 he  was promoted to 

the City Manager position where he served unit 

retirement at the end of 1999.  John just 

recently concluded an Interim City Manager 

assignment in Lomita .  He has a BA from 

Colgate University and an MA from the 

University of Oklahoma.  He e arned a 35 -year 

ICMA Service Award.  

 

 

http://www.piperjaffray.com  

 

 

 

www. joneshall .com  

"Steve McQueen looks good in this movie. He must have 

made it before he died. " --Yogi Berra  

California Contract Cities Association                 

Annual Municipal Seminar 2010  

May 13 - 16, 2010                                                          

The Renaissance Esmeralda, Indian Wells                 

For Information call:  562-622-5533 

http://www.contractcities.org/  

 

In 1985 Charles E. McNeely  was the Seaside  City 

Manager.  He began his public service career in 

1972 as an Administrative Intern in San Diego .  

Charles took a Management  Assistant 

assignment in Palo Alto  in June, 1976, and was 

appointed Assistant to the City Manager there 

in 1978.  In July, 1983 he was selected to be the 

City Manager in Seaside , where he served for a 

little more than 10 -years before taking the 

Assistant General Manager post for the East Bay 

Utility District.  In May, 1996 he became the City 

Manager in Reno, Nevada, and in June of last 

year (2009) he came back to California to be 

the San Bernardino  City Manager.  Charles has 

a BA and an MPA from the Univers ity of Kansas.  

Between September, 2001 and October, 2004 

he served on the ICMA Executive Board as a 

Regional Vice President.  He is the recipient of 

the 2004 ICMA Carolyn Keane Award, and he 

has earned a 30 -year ICMA Service Award.  

7-year old Tyler Simpson Pounc éy on a                     

visit to Norwalk  City Hall  

 

 

 

http://www.piperjaffray.com/
http://www.joneshall.com/
http://www.contractcities.org/
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In 1985 Brock T. Arner  was the City Manager in 

the City of Sonoma .  Brock began his public 

management career as an  Administrative 

Assistant in 1975, upon returning from Vietnam.  

In 1977 he was promoted to the Director of 

Administrative Services position.  Brock headed 

north to take the Sonoma  City Manager job in 

December, 1979 and he served there for some 

15-years.  In 1994 he was selected to be the 

Sausalito  City Manager.  In 2000 Brock moved 

to San Pablo , first as the Interim Community 

Services Director and then City Manager 

starting in July, 2001.  Brock retired last month.  

He has a BA from the University of Calif ornia, 

Santa Barbara , an MS from California State 

University, and an MPA from USC. Brock is an 

ordained minister through the Universal Life 

Church. He was inducted into the Buena Park 

High School Athletic Hall of Fame in 1991.  

Brock's daughter Melanie Ar ner Corona  is an 

executive in the San Francisco  office of Piper 

Jaffray.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com  

 

 

 

 

 

www.willdan.com  
 

 

 

 

Trackdown Posse Roster:    
Gregory Korduner , Huntington Park                                                      

Howard Chambers , Lakewood                                                                       

Mike Egan , Bellflower                                                                                     

Ernie Garcia , Norwalk                                                                                       

Joe Tanner , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Bob Adams , Vallejo                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Dave Carmany, Seal Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Maria Dadian,  Artesia                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Ken Bayless , Greater L.A. Vector Control District                                                                                                                                                                  

Jeff Stewart , Los Alamito s                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Kevin OõRourke, Stockton  & Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                     

Tom Odom , Rancho Palos Verdes                                                                                                                                                                                          

George Rodericks , Belvedere                                                                                                                                                                                              

June Catalano , Pleasant Hill                                                                                                                                                                                                

Nelson Oliva , Hercules                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Richard Ramirez , American Canyon                                                                                                                                                                                       

Vern Lawson , Lancaster                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Fran Delach , Azusa                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Bill Kelly , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Chris Kelly , Chino Hills                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Don Penman , Arcadia                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Jason Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                                    

Anthony Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                              

Paul Gonsalves , Joe A. Gons alves & Son                                                                                                                                                                          

Bill Crowe , El Segundo                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Steve R. Thatcher , SRT Associates                                                                                                                                                                                  

Ernesto Marquez , Hawaiian Gardens                                                                                                                                                                                 

Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan , La Mirada  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                        

Bob & Nadean Dickey , South Gate                                                                                                                                                                                

Deborah Lopez , Pico Rivera                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Jan Perkins , Management Partners                                                                                                                                                                                       

Andy Takata , Banning                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Marcia Raines,  Millbrae                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Gene Rogers , Moreno Valley  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                

Anthony R. Ybarra , South El Monte                                                                                                                                                                                       

Arthur C. Simonian , Simonian Consulting, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                 

Bob Griego , Irwindale   (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Ken Caresio , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                        

Greg Nordbak , Midway City Sanitary District                                                                                                                                                                           

Carlos Urrutia , Rocklin                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Michael P. Busch , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                         

Wade McKinney, Atascadero                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Andy Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates                           

Doug LaBelle  (Maui Doug) , Chino Hills  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                             

John Keisler , Long Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sheryl Lindsey -Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                                                                                                                                                    

Sam Olivito , Ca lifornia Contract Cities Association                                                                                                                                                               

Bob Dominguez , Placentia  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                             

Jack Lam , Rancho Cucamonga                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Larry F. Pennell , Wasco  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Phil Vince , Martinez                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Gary Chicots , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                          

Rod B. Butler, Crescent City                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Jerry Grub er, Atherton                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Fred Latham , Santa Fe Springs                                                                                                                                                                                            

Anthony Lopez , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                           

Jim Gilley , The GILLEY GROUP LLC                                                                                                                                                                                    

Marshall Linn , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                             

Dr. Bill Mathis , Mathis Group                                                                                  

Jerry Forde , Huron                                                                               

Fred Diaz , Fremont                                                                               

City Of Cerritos                                                                                   

Linda Lowry , Pomona                                                                      

Mike & Judie Sedell , Simi Valley 

http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.americanhomelandsolutions.com/
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Email Contact at:  woconnor@ocsec.com  
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In 1985 Kevin OõRourke was the 

City Manager in the City of 

Stanton  and  in November, 1985 

he was appointed City 

Manager in Buena Park .  Kevin 

began his public management 

career journey following a 

couple of years in the private sector in 1977 as 

the Director of H uman Resources in Stanton .  In 

January, 1981 he was appointed Assistant to 

the City Manager, and in 1982 Kevin was 

appointed Stanton  City Manager/City Clerk.  In 

November, 1985 he moved to the City 

Manager post in Buena Park .  Kevin served in 

the òHome of Knottõs Berry Farmó for nearly a 

dozen years before moving to Northern 

California to be the City Manager in Fairfield  in 

March, 1997.  Kevin retired from his Fairfield post 

in 2008, and became associated with Urban 

Futures, Inc.   He jumped back into public  

management though, and is currently serving 

as the Interim City Manager in Stockton .  Kevin 

has a BA from La Salle College, Pennsylvania. 

He served on the ICMA Executive Board from 

September, 2000 to September, 2003 as a West 

Coast Regional Vice President .  Kevin is a past -

President of the City Managersõ Department of 

the League of California Cities (1997 -98).  He 

has also served on the Cal -ICMA Board, and he 

Chaired the ICMA Committee on Government 

Affairs (formerly Public Policy). He is an ICMA 

Credenti aled Manager and earned his 30 -year 

ICMA Service Award in 2007.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.intellibridgepartners.com                           

Formerly Moreland Personnel Services  

In 1985 Stephen L. Wright  was the City  Manager 

in Taft.  Steve began his public management 

career in 1967 as an Administrative Assistant in 

Signal Hill, and he was appointed Assistant 

Administrative Officer in 1970.  Steve was 

selected for the Assistant City Manager post in 

Lynwood  in February , 1972 and was elevated to 

City Manager in December of that year, serving 

in that position until November, 1976.  In 1977 

Steve was appointed City Manager in Taft, 

where he served for a few months more than a 

dozen years. He moved to Big Bear Lake  as City 

Manager in September, 1989, and in 1993 Steve 

moved north to become the first  Truckee  Town 

Manager.  Truckee grew as a railroad town 

originally named Colburn Station, starting with 

the Transcontinental Railroad project.  Steve 

retired from Truckee  in 2005, and is listed as the 

Wheatland  City Manager in the League's City 

Manager Directory starting in 2006.  He has a BA 

from California State University.   

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm  

 

 

 

The Local Taxpayer,  Public Safety and Transportation 

Protection Act                             

www.savelocalservices.com                          

 

 

mailto:woconnor@ocsec.com
http://www.intellibridgepartners.com/
http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm
http://www.savelocalservices.com/
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Experienced in conducting personnel ð                             

and inte rnal affairs investigations.                                                          

Contact Joseph C. De Ladurantey            
714.940.6370 | 877.818.5621       

jdeladurantey@willdan.com                     

www.willdan.com  
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In 1985 Torrance  City Manager LeRoy J. 

Jackson  was the City Manager in Torrance . He 

began his public management career in 1965 

as an Administrative Intern  in Pasadena . In 

August, 1966  he joined the Torrance  city staff 

as a Personnel Analyst, and has been with the 

city since holding a number of positions, 

including:  Senior Administrative Assistant, 1968; 

Assistant to the City Manager, 1971; Chief 

Assistant to the City Manager, 1979; and 

Assistant City Manager in June, 1981.  LeRoy 

was appointed Torrance  City Manager in 

January, 1983.  He has a BPA and MPA from 

California State University, Long Beach, and he 

earned a rare 40 -year ICMA Service Award in 

2006. He is a member of the 17 -member Board 

of Directors for the Los Angeles Regional 

Interoperable Communications System (LA -

RICS). 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/     

 

 

 

 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/  

www.englanderpr.com  

In  1985 Tustin City Manager William A. Huston  

was the City Manager in Tustin.  Bill started his 

public management career in November, 1970 

as an Administrative  Assistant in Simi Valley.  In 

June, 1972 he was promoted to Assistant to the 

City Manager, and in 1975 he left Simi Valley to 

take the Assistant City Administrator job in 

Millbrae.  In October, 1978 he was elevated to 

Millbrae City Administrator.  In 1981  Bill returned 

to Southern California as the Tustin City 

Manager and he has served there since.  He 

has a BA from the California State University, 

Northridge and an MPA from USC. He has 

earned a 35 -year ICMA Service Award.  

Tustin incorporated in 1927 with a population of 

about 900. During World War II , a Navy  anti -

submarine airship  base (later to become a Marine 

Corps  helicopter station) was established in 

unincorporated land south of the city; the two blimp 

hangars are among the largest wooden structures 

ever built and are listed on the National Register o f 

Historic Places . After the war Tustin annexed  nearby 

unincor porated land including the base.   

http://www.sycr.com/  

 

 

 

 

http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/  

 

 

http://www.americanhomelandsolutions.com/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.englanderpr.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Airship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Marine_Corps
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Marine_Corps
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
http://www.sycr.com/
http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/


Trackdown Management Newsletter       

April , 2010 Special  II Issue                                                          City Manager Newsletter by Trackdown  

 

6 

 

 

3rd Installment:  City Managers                   

Still Serving 25 -years Later  

 

In 1985 James L. Cox  was the City Manager in 

Victorville .  Jim started his public service career 

in the United States Navy.  After an honorable 

discharge and graduating in 1966  as an 

Administ rative Assistant in Indio . In October, 

1967 Jim took a similar position in Victorville  and 

started up through the organization from 

Administrative Assistant; Assistant City Manager, 

1968; and City Manager in December, 1969. He 

retired as the Victorville  City Manager 31 -years 

later in 2000.  That year he lost a bid to become 

a High Desert State Legislator, but was 

appointed to the Board of Directors of the 

Mojave Desert Resource Conservation District.  

Jim has served on the Victor Valley Hospital 

Board of Di rectors too.  He was elected to the 

Victor Valley Water District Board in 2003, and 

served there until the District merged with the 

City of Victorville  in 2007. In September, 2007 

Jim was appointed Interim Town Manager in 

Apple Valley and served that commu nity until 

August, 2008.  In January, 2009 Jim returned to 

Victorville  as the Interim City Manager, and in 

no time at all the òInterimó was dropped from 

his title.  Jim has a BA from San Diego State 

University, and a MPA from USC. 

 

 

 

 

www.brandywinedev.com  

 

 

 

 

www.keenan.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 
http://www.psomasfmg.com/  

 

In 1985 Ted Gaebler  was the City Manager in 

Visalia .  He was listed  on  our "Oregon 

experience" list  already, but we cannot leave 

him off this "quarter century" list.   It was in 1992 

when Ted co -authored òReinventing 

Governmentó with David Osborne  earning 

some celebrity.  Ted began his career in 1963 

with a 3 -month paid internship  in Oxford, Ohio.  

In 1964 he  served 6 -months as an Administrative 

Assistant in Dayton, Ohio, and in June, 1965 he 

accept ed  an Administrative Assistant post in 

Salem, Oregon. He was appointed  Assistant to 

the City Manager in 1969. In June, 1970 Ted 

headed east to become the Assistant Manager 

in Columbia, Maryland, and after nearly two 

years in that position he was appointed City 

Manager in Vandalia, Ohio in June, 1972.  Ted 

moved back to California in November, 1975 to 

accept the Assistant City Manager post  in 

Visalia , and in 1978 he was appointed Visalia 

City Manager. Ted served in Visalia until the 

summer of 1985 when he served five months as 

the San Rafael  City Manager prior to taking the 

reins as President of The Gaebler Group, Inc. in 

December , 1985. Ted served a three -month 

assignment at Interim City Manager in Hercules 

in 1987, and a 6-month assignment as the 

Assistant Chief Executive Officer in Washington, 

D.C. in 1998.  In January, 2000 Ted moved back 

into full -time local government employment as 

the  County Executive Officer in Nevada 

County, California where he served until 2003.  

After a 6 -month Interim City Manager 

assignment in East Palo Alto  in 2003, Ted was 

appointed to his current post as Rancho 

Cordova  City Manager in October, 2003.  In 

additi on to the BA from Miami University, Ted 

earned a MGA from the University of 

Pennsylvania.  Besides his 30 -year ICMA Service 

Award, Ted is the 1979 recipient of the ICMA 

Management Innovation Award, and the 2009 

recipient of the ICMA Career Development 

Awar d in Memory of L. P. Cookingham.  

http://www.brandywinedev.com/
http://www.keenan.com/
http://www.psomasfmg.com/



