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California City Managers                            

With Washington  State Service  
 

By Jack A. Simpson  

Should have guessed!  Once the Oregon 

service  list came out , those with time in other  

States asked  for similar treatment.  Keeping with 

the environmen tal quality focus, we naturally 

look ed  toward the great State of Washington.   

Susan and I visited Washington a few years 

back when our oldest daughter Kellee Simpson 

Hearther  and her family liv ed in Anacortes.  We 

will always fondly remember our Washington 

State visit with them.  We flew into Seattle and 

drove to Anacortes through the Washington 

countryside.  We had a great time.  We took  

the ferry to the San Juan Islands and  spent a 

day shoppin g, picnicking and exploring.  

 

 

 

 

 

The 2010 Major League Baseball Season starts in April.  The 

Angels  & Oakland A's  open at home , and the Dodgers, 

Giants and Padres open on the road.  All of the        

California teams Open on  Monday,  April 5 . 

  

 

 

http://caltrust.org/                                                          

Contact Lyle Defenbaugh  about CalTRUST investment 

opportunities for cities.   Lyle.Defenbaugh@wachov iaps.com  
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California City Managers                            

With Washington State Service  

 

 

Washington is a beautiful place.  It was 

admitted to the Union as the 42nd State in 1889.  

The federal Census Bureau estimated the 

Stateõs 2009 population at 6,664,195.  Nearly 60 

percent of Washingtonõs residents live in the 

Seattle Metropolitan Area so, as you might 

guess, there is a lot of wide open space.  Of 

course, the State was named for the First 

President of the United States, George 

Washington , and it is the only U.S. state named 

for a president.   

Washington is part of a region known as the 

Pacific Northwest, which includes Oregon and 

sometimes Idaho, western Montana and 

northern California.  Some comedians have 

referred to the area as the òGreat North Wet,ó 

as it is noted for its rainfall.  Mount Baker, near 

the Stateõs northern border, is one of the 

snowiest places in the world, and in 1999 set the 

world record for snowfall  in a single season: 

1,140 inches, or 95 feet.  

During the Great Depression, a se ries of 

hydroelectric dams were built along the 

Columbia River as a part of President 

Roosevelt's WPA/New Deal program to put folks 

back to work.  The completion of the Grand 

Coulee Dam in 1941, the largest concrete 

structure in the United States, marked t he 

completion of the effort.  Also, with the great 

deep water ports in Washington, the State 

became a focus for the war industry during 

World War II.   

 

 

 

www.englanderpr.com  

 

 

 

http://www.piperjaffray.com  

On May 18, 1980 the northeast face of Mt. St. 

Helens exploded outward, destroying a great 

part of the top of the volcano and flattening 

the forest for miles around.  57 people were 

killed and the Columbia River and it s tributaries 

were flooded with ash and mud.  Ash that 

exploded into the air blanketed a great part of 

Washington and surrounding States.   

So here we are listing some of Washington's "city 

manager fallout" in California.  Many of 

California's excellent  ci ty managers have 

logged time serving the public in Washington 

State.  Even though we acknowledge that this 

list is not complete, it is our best effort to 

produce such a listing using the ICMA Who's 

Who Directory as our primary research tool.   

We find tha t there are five California City 

Managers with Washington State service who 

are also listed on our Oregon list:  Linda Barton  

of Livermore ; Gilroy 's Tom Haglund ; Kathy 

Millison  of Clovis; Cloverdale 's Nina Regor  and 

retired Red Bluff City Manager Peter Harvey . We 

do not mean any disrespect by not listing them 

here, but if you wish you may find their right -ups 

at:  http://www.trackdownmanagement.com/newsletters/2010 -

3.pdf  

Bill Gate s, Chai rman and Chief Software Architect of 

Microsoft Corporation, and is ranked as the richest 

person in the world, was born in Seattle, Washington 

in 1955. 

 

 

 

www.tischlerbise.com  

 

http://www.englanderpr.com/
http://www.piperjaffray.com/
http://www.trackdownmanagement.com/newsletters/2010-3.pdf
http://www.trackdownmanagement.com/newsletters/2010-3.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Jack/Documents/Trackdown%20-%20Jack/NEWSLETTERS/2009%20Newsletters/www.tischlerbise.com


Trackdown Management Newsletter       

March,  2010 Special Issue                                                         City Manager Newsletter by Trackdown  

 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A "water element" at Cerritos  City Hall  where                      

Art Gallucci  is City Manager  

California City Managers                            

With Washington State Service  

 

Seaside  City Manager Ray E. Corpuz,  Jr. began 

his career in January, 1972 as a Technical 

Coordinator in Tacoma, Washington.  Ray was 

promoted to Assistant Manpower Planning 

Director in June of that year, and in 1974 he 

became the Tacoma Manpower Planning 

Director.  In 1978 he became the Dir ector of 

Intergovernmental Affairs, and in 1988 he went 

to work for Pierce County, Washington  as the 

Director of Government Relations.  In January, 

1990 Ray was selected to be the Tacoma City 

Manager and he served in that office until July, 

2003.  Ray move d to California in August, 2005 

to take his current assignment as Seaside  City 

Manager.  He has a BA from St. Martins College, 

Washington.  Ray is a Past President of the 

Washington City/County Management 

Association.  He has earned a 35 -year ICMA 

Service Award.  

Fabulous late and great celebrated rock & roll guitarist 

Jimi Hendrix (1942 ð 1970), considered by many to be one 

of the greatest guitar players in rock music history, was 

born in Seattle, Washington.  

 

Email Contact at:  woconnor@ocsec.com  

 

 

 

 

www.msw -consultants.com  

ICMAõs Whoõs Who Directory leaves out all of 

Severo Esquivelõs Fresno exploits.  He was called 

out of retirement by his friend and then -Fresno 

City Manager Dan Hobbs  to serve as the Fresno 

Director of Administrative Services after he had 

retired from the Pomona  City Manager post in 

November, 2000.  Severo began his career in 

1960 as an Assistant Surveyor in Visalia .  In 1972, 

following about ten yea rs in the private sector, 

Severo returned to public service as a Special 

Assistant to the City Manager in Tacoma, 

Washington .  He was promoted to Assistant to 

the City Manager in 1973, Deputy City Manager 

in 1974, and then Tacoma Assistant City 

Manager in 1975.  In December, 1979 Severo 

was appointed to the Yuma, Arizona City 

Administrator post, and in 1983 he moved to 

Phoenix as the Deputy City Manager  in 

Transportation.  Severo returned to California in 

1988 as the Deputy City Manager in San Diego , 

and h e left there in 1994 to be the Pomona  City 

Manager.  Severo has an AA from College of 

the Sequoias in Visalia , a BCE from the University 

of California and an MBA from Southern Illinois 

University.  He also earned a Nation Urban 

Fellows Certificate.  He is a past President of the 

Arizona City/County Management Association.  

Severo has earned a 25 -year ICMA Service 

Award.  

 

 

 

http://www.psomasfmg.com/  

 

mailto:woconnor@ocsec.com
http://www.msw-consultants.com/
http://www.psomasfmg.com/
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Municipal Law Services                                 

Colantuono  & Levin     

www.CLLAW.US 
 

California City Managers                            

With Washington State Service  

 

Retired San Diego County Water 

Authority Deputy General Manager 

Paul A. Lanspery  began his public 

service caree r in 1971 as a Senior 

Administrative Finance Analyst in Hartford, 

Connecticut. In 1973 he was promoted to 

Principal Administrative Analyst, and then 

Supervisor of Budget & Research.  In 1976 he 

went to the Budget Director post in Fort Collins, 

Colorado.  I n 1977 he was selected to be the 

Fort Collins Assistant City Manager and then in 

1981 he was appointed Deputy City Manager.  

In December, 1981 Paul moved to California as 

the San Luis Obispo  City Administrator.  He then 

was appointed Mercer Island, Washing ton  City 

Manager in December, 1986.  After nearly 10 -

years in Mercer Island, Paul joined the CH2M Hill 

staff in Washington.  He then returned to 

California with the RW Beck firm prior to his 

appointment with the San Diego County Water 

Authority in Septembe r, 2002.  Paul retired in 

November, 2009 and former La Mesa  City 

Manager Sandra Kerl  was appointed to his 

position.  Paul has an MPA from the University of 

Hartford, and he earned a 30 -year ICMA 

Service Award.  

 

 

 

 

 

www.intellibridgepartners.com                           

Formerly Moreland Personnel Services  

Trackdown Posse Roster :    

Gregory Korduner , Huntington Park                                                      

Howard Chambers , Lakewood                                                                       

Mike Egan , Bellflower                                                                                     

Ernie  Garcia , Norwalk                                                                                       

Joe Tanner , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Bob Ada ms, Vallejo                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Dave Carmany, Seal Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Maria Dadian,  Artesia                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Linda Lowry , Pomona                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Ken Bayless , Greater L.A. Vector Control District                                                                                                                                                                  

Jeff Stewart , Los Alamitos                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Kevin OõRourke, Stockton & Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                     

Tom Odom , Rancho Palos Verdes                                                                                                                                                                                          

George Rodericks , Belvedere                                                                                                                                                                                              

June Catalano , Pleasant Hill                                                                                                                                                                                                

Nelson Oliva , Hercules                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Richard Ramirez , American Canyon                                                                                                                                                                                       

Vern Lawson , Lancaster                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Fran Delach , Azusa                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Bill Kelly , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Chris Kelly , Chino Hills                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Don Penman , Arcadia                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Jason Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                                    

Anthony Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                              

Paul Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                                          

Bill Crowe , El Segundo                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Steve R. Thatcher , SRT Associates                                                                                                                                                                                  

Ernesto Marquez , Hawaiian Gardens                                                                                                                                                                                 

Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan , La Mirada  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                        

Bob & Nadean Dickey , South Gate                                                                                                                                                                                

Deborah Lopez , Pico Rivera                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Jan Perkins , Management Partners                                                                                                                                                                                       

Andy  Takata , Banning                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Marcia Raines,  Millbrae                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Gene Rogers , Moreno Valley  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                

Anthony R. Ybarra , South El Monte                                                                                                                                                                                       

Arthur C. Simonian , Simonian Consulting, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                 

Bob Griego , Irwindale   (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Ken Caresio , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                        

Greg Nordbak , Midway City Sanitary District                                                                                                                                                                           

Carlos Urrutia , Rocklin                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Michael P. Busch , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                         

Wade McKinney, Atascadero                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Andy Lazzaretto, Urban Futures, Inc.                                         

Doug LaBelle , Chino Hills  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                             

John Keisler , Long Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Sheryl Lindsey -Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                                                                                                                                                    

Sam Olivito , California Contract Cities Association                                                                                                                                                               

Bob Dominguez , Placentia  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                             

Jack Lam , Rancho Cucamo nga                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Larry F. Pennell , Wasco  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Phil Vince , Martinez                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Gary Chicots , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                          

Rod B. Butler, Crescent City                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Jerry Gruber , Atherton                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Fred Latham , Santa Fe Springs                                                                                                                                                                                            

Anthony Lopez , Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                           

Jim Gilley , The GILLEY GROUP LLC                                                                                                                                                                                    

Marshall Linn , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                             

Dr. Bill Mathis , Mathis Group                                                                                  

Jerry Forde , Huron                                                                      

Fred Diaz , Fremont                                                                        

City Of Cerritos  

http://www.cllaw.us/
http://www.intellibridgepartners.com/
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California City Managers                            

With Washington State Service  

 

Portola  is the only incorporated city in Plumas 

County.  Portola  City Manager James T. Murphy  

began his public service career as a police 

officer in Sebastopol  in July, 1972.  In June, 1980 

he became a Detective/Sergeant  with the 

Tuolumne County Sheriffõs Department.  He left 

the county in 1985, and after nearly a year in 

the private sector Jim was appointed Chief of 

Police in Chewelah, Washington . In October, 

1990 he left to become Police Chief in 

Normandy Park, Washingt on , and a month later 

he was appointed City Manager.  After a little 

less than five years Jim moved to Federal Way, 

Washington as the Assistant City 

Manager/Director of Public Safety.  He served 

there until February, 1997.  In September, 1997 

Jim came back  to California as he was 

selected to fill his current position as City 

Manager in Portola .  He has an AS degree from 

Santa Rose Junior College, a BA from Eastern 

Washington University, and an MPA from City 

University, Washington.  Jim is an ICMA 

Credential ed Manager, and has earned a 35 -

year ICMA Service Award.  

 

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm  

 

 

 

 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/  

 

 

 

http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/  

Bob Murray & Associates President and Founder 

Robert W. Murray  began his career in 1972 in 

law enforcement as a Deputy Sheriff in 

Alameda County.  In November, 1974 Bob 

joined the Walnut Creek  police force as an 

officer, and serve with the department for 

nearly 5 -years.  Having impressed the Walnut 

Creek  management team, in 1979 Bob was 

appointed to the Assistant to the City Manager 

position, and served there until he was 

appointed Assistant City Manager in Olympi a, 

Washington  in October, 1981.  He was selected 

to be the Olympia City Manager in November, 

1982.  When Bob left Olympia at the end of 

1985, he returned to California to work with 

Ralph Andersen & Associates on the private 

side, but working with public ag encies.  In 

December, 1992 Bob moved over to DMG ð 

Maximus, and in 2000 he left there to start Bob 

Murray & Associates.  He has a BA from the 

University of California, Berkeley.  Bob has 

earned a 10 -year ICMA Service Award, and has 

remained active with the  organization through 

the ICMA Corporate Partner Program.  Bob 

Murray & Associatesõ is headquartered in 

Roseville, and the  firm has an East Coast Office 

in Tallahassee, Florida . 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com  

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm
http://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/
http://www.gonsalvi.com/
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A "water element" at La Mirada  City Hall  where    

Tom Robinson  is City Manager . 

California City Managers                            

With Washington State Service  

 

 

 

Dr. James E. Neal  was born in January, 1914.  He 

started his public management career as an 

Administrative Intern in Berkeley  in 1940.   He 

graduated with a BA from the University of 

California, Berkeley  in 1941.  In January, 1946 he 

went to work in Salinas as the Administrative 

Assistant to the City Manager, and in July of 

that year he was selec ted to by the Redding  

City Manager.  In July, 1947 he moved to 

Southern California to be the Oceanside  City 

Manager, and served there until July, 1952 

when he was recruited to be the City Manager 

in Vancouver, Washington .  Jim returned to 

California in 195 8 to take the City Manager post 

in Redwood City  and served there for nearly 8 -

years.  In 1966 he was selected to serve as the 

Fountain Valley  City Manager, a post he held 

for nearly 13 -years.  He left Fountain Valley  in 

1979 and after that served about a y ear as the 

Stanton  City Manager between 1980 and 1981. 

He served on the Fountain Valley   City Council 

for a time. In 1993 He founded the James E. 

Neal & Associates consulting firm.  In addition to 

the Cal Berkeley BA, Jim has an MPA and a DPA 

from USC.  He  earned a 35 -year ICMA Service 

Award.  Mayor Gus Ayer  adjourned the August 

21, 2007 Fountain Valley City Council meeting in 

Memoriam of Dr. James Edward Neal.  

Stanford Universityõs John Elway , who went of to play for 

the NFLõs Denver Broncos between 1983 and 1998, leading 

them to two Super Bowl Championships, was born in Port 

Angeles, Washington.  

Napa  in the heart of wine country is 

where City Manager Michael W. Parness  

practices the city manager craft.  Mike 

started his public management career in 1979 

as an Executive Assistant to the Mayor in 

Renton, Washington .  After a little more than 10 -

years in Renton, Mike was selected to be the 

San Clemente  City Manager in October, 1989.  

Nearly 13 -years later Mike moved to the 

Northern California community of Wa lnut Creek  

as City Manager  in June, 2002.  Mike left 

Walnut Creek  in August, 2006, and was 

appointed to his current assignment as Napa  

City Manager in November, 2006.  Mike has a 

BS from the Santa Clara University and an MPA 

from California State Universi ty, Hayward.  He 

has earned a 30 -year ICMA Service Award. 

Mike's father William Parness  was a  long -time  

fêted City Manager mostly with Livermore .                                   

(see page 6 of the December, 2008 newsletter issue  

http://www.trackdownmanagement.net/newsletters/2008

-12b.pdf   ).    

 

 

www.brandywinedev.com  

http://www.mercergroupi nc.com/  

 

 

 

www. joneshall .com   

 


