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Who Work ed  in the Same Cities As Simpson  

By Jack A. Simpson  

My city government career found me  working  

in positions in th e Cities of Paramount , Artesia , 

Cerritos , Hawaiian Gardens , and Bellflower .  

After leaving Bellflower  in 1993, while I was a  

Senior Vice President for marketing and business 

development, I served 11 -months as the Interim 

City Administrator in Hawaiian Gard ens. 

We have devised a list of City Managers listed in 

the ICMA Who's Who Directory that have had 

experience working in at least d one of these 

ciites ( Paramount , Artesia , Cerritos , Hawaiian 

Gardens  and Bellflower ).  We discovered that  

these cities have  profited from some of the 

very best  who have gone on to notable careers 

in every corner of the S tate of California .   

Santa Fe Springs  City Manager Fred Latham  and Signal Hill 

City Manager Ken Farfsing  shown here at the January 

2010 meeting of the Gateway Ci ties City Managers' Group 

in La Mirada.  Whittier  City Manager Steve Helvey  Chairs 

the group.  Fred has been active with developing  the 

COG Homeless strategy, and Ken is the area NPDES expert  

"We all have ability. The difference is how we use it." 

-- Stevie Wonder:  
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Trackdown Posse Roster                                              
 

Gregory Korduner, Huntington Park *                                                     
Howard Chambers, Lakewood                                                                       

Mike Egan, Bellflower                                                                                     
 Ernie Garcia, Norwalk                                                                                       

Joe Tanner, City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Bob Adams, Vallejo                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Dave Carmany, Seal Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Maria Dadian, Artesia                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Linda Lowry, Pomona **                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Ken Bayless, Greater L.A. Vector Control District                                                                                                                                                                  

Jeff Stewart, Los Alamitos                                                                                                                                                                                                    
YŜǾƛƴ hΩwƻǳǊƪŜ, Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                     
Tom Odom, Rancho Palos Verdes                                                                                                                                                                                         

George Rodericks, Belvedere                                                                                                                                                                                              
June Catalano, Pleasant Hill                                                                                                                                                                                                

Nelson Oliva, Hercules                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Richard Ramirez, American Canyon                                                                                                                                                                                       

Vern Lawson, Lancaster **                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Fran Delach, Azusa                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Bill Kelly, Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Chris Kelly, Chino Hills                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Don Penman, Arcadia                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                                    
Anthony Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                              

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                                                                                                                                          
Bill Crowe, El Segundo                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Steve R. Thatcher, SRT Associates                                                                                                                                                                                  
Ernesto Marquez, Hawaiian Gardens                                                                                                                                                                                 

Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan, La Mirada (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                        
Bob & Nadean Dickey, South Gate                                                                                                                                                                                

Deborah Lopez, Pico Rivera                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Jan Perkins, Management Partners                                                                                                                                                                                       

Andy Takata, Yucca Valley                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Marcia Raines, Millbrae                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Gene Rogers, Moreno Valley (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                
Anthony R. Ybarra, South El Monte                                                                                                                                                                                       

Arthur C. Simonian, Simonian Consulting, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                 
Bob Griego, Irwindale  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Ken Caresio, Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                        
Greg Nordbak, Midway City Sanitary District                                                                                                                                                                           

Carlos Urrutia, Rocklin                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Michael P. Busch, Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                         

Wade McKinney, Atascadero                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Mike & Judie Sedell, Simi Valley                                                                                                                                                                                            

Andy Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates                                                                                                                                                                          
Tim Kerr, Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                            

Doug LaBelle, Chino Hills  (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                            
City of Cerritos                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

John Keisler, Long Beach                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Sheryl Lindsey-Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                                                                                                                                                    

Sam Olivito, California Contract Cities Association                                                                                                                                                               
Bob Dominguez, Placentia (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                             

Jack Lam, Rancho Cucamonga                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Larry F. Pennell, Wasco (Retired)                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Phil Vince, Martinez                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Gary Chicots, Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                          

Rod B. Butler, Crescent City                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Jerry Gruber, Atherton                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Fred Latham, Santa Fe Springs                                                                                                                                                                                           
Anthony Lopez, Retired City Manager                                                                                                                                                                                           

Jim Gilley, The GILLEY GROUP LLC                                                                                                                                                                                    
Marshall Linn, Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                             

Dr. Bill Mathis, Mathis Group 

 

 

http://www.piperjaffray.com  

ICMA Member City Managers With Service 
in Paramount, Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens and Bellflower  

This is not an exhaustive list.  It is merely a list of 

current ICMA member City Managers from 

each of the subject communities  who are 

currently list in the ICMA Who's Who Directory .   

Please do not look at the list critically.  Let's 

have some fun with the names that made it 

through the process.   

Noelia F. Chapa  began her local government 

career in 1981 as an Administrative Intern in 

Glendora .  In 1983 she w as selected for a 

Management Assistant position in Paramount , 

and worked there until she moved to La Habra 

Heights  as an Administrative Assistant with then -

City Manager Robert G. Gutierrez.   Noelia was 

promoted to Assistant City Manager in 1987, 

and became  Acting City Manager and then 

City Manager in 1991 when Bob was appointed 

City Manager in La Puente . Noelia left her City 

Manager post in August, 1994 to take the 

Finance Director post in Pomona .  She was 

elevated to Pomona õs Assistant City 

Administrator p osition in 1995.  Noelia left 

Pomona  in 1995 to accept the City Manager 

appointment in Soledad .  Since leaving 

Soledad  in 2008 Noelia has been serving in 

temporary assignments, and is currently the 

Interim Assistant City Manager in Coachella  

with Interim C ity Manager Gene Rogers .  Noelia 

has a BA from California State Polytechnic 

University, Pomona, and an MPA from USC. 

Noelia served as the ICMA Hispanic Network 

President in 2002 -03.  She has earned a 25 -year 

ICMA Service Award.  

" Truthfulness is the main element of character."  -- 

Brian Tracy  

http://www.piperjaffray.com/
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http://www.hdlcompanies.com/      

ICMA Member City Managers With Service 
in Paramount, Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens and Bellflower  

In 1983 Daniel E. Keen  began  his local 

government career as a Community 

Development Manager in Paramount .  In 

August, 1988 Dan moved to the Assistant City 

Manager/Deputy City Manager post in 

Norwalk .  After some 7 -years in Norwalk , Dan 

was selected to be the La Palma  City Manager 

in 1995.  He left there in 2000 to move north to 

take the Seaside  City Manager position, and in 

2004 he moved further north to become the 

City Manager in Novato .  Dan was appointed 

to his current position as Concord  City Manager 

in August, 2008.  He has a BA from UCLA and an 

MPA and MPL from USC.  Dan has earned a 25 -

year ICMA Service Award.  

Butte Countyõs Town of Paradise  Town Manager 

Charles L. Rough, Jr.  (pronounced òRowó) and 

Assistant Town Manager 

Dennis Ivey  have both worked 

in local government for mor e 

than 30 -years.  Chuck served 

on the management team in 

Norwalk  way back when, and 

he is a former Ukiah City 

Manager.  Chuck is an author 

too!  His first published book, 

Private Roads in Autumn , a 

collection of poems, shorts 

stories and the first ten chap ters of a new novel were 

released in October, 2009 (in paperback from Xlibris 

Corporation, www. xlibris.com).  

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm  

http://www.sycr.com/  

Robert L. Williams will turn 90 -years old in April.   

Known as one of the true ògentlemenó City 

Managers, Bob began his public management 

career in 1950 as an Administrative Assistant in 

Montebello .  In 1952 he was appointed City 

Manager in Needles  where he worked  until 

1954 when he was appointed Tracy City 

Manager.  Bob became the first Eureka  City 

Manager in 1959, and move back to Southern 

California in 1962 when he was selected to be 

the Santa Fe Springs  City Manager, a position 

he held for nearly 18 -years when he thought he 

had decided to retire.  He went right into an 

òInterimó career, first in Paramount  in 1980 and 

then Norco  in 1981.  In 1982 he came out of 

retirement to accept the Pico Rivera  City 

Manager post where he served for nearly 3 -

years.  He then tri ed his hand at consulting as 

President of Turnkey Municipal Group, Inc. in 

1985.  In December, 1985 Bob was appointed 

Interim City Manager in Signal Hill, and in July, 

1986 he took the Interim City Manager post in 

Santa Paula .  In January, 1987 Bob was hir ed as 

the Commerce  Interim City Administrator, and 

then in June, 1987 he came out of retirement 

again to be the Signal Hill City Manager.  He left 

Signal Hill at the end of 1989.  In 1990 Bob 

served a time as Interim City Treasurer in Los 

Angeles , and he f inally retiredéretiredéin 1991.  

Bob has an AB from Lafayette College, 

Pennsylvania.  He earned a 35 -year ICMA 

Service Award and was the recipient of the 

1974 ICMA Management Innovation Award.  

 

 

http://www.jones -mayer.com/  

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm
http://www.sycr.com/
http://www.jones-mayer.com/
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ICMA Member City Managers With Service 
in Paramount, Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens and Bellflower  

Artesia  City Manager Maria E. Dadian  began 

her public service career in 1975 as a Child 

Services Superintendent in Hawaiian Gardens .  

In 1982 Maria was brought into the managerõs 

office as the Assistant to the City Manager 

where she worked until leaving for her first 

Artesia  assignment as Assistant City Manager in 

1995.  In January, 2001 Maria was appointed 

Artesia  City Manager.  She is a past  Chair of the 

Gateway Cities COG City Manager Group, and 

past Chair of the California Contract Cities 

Associationõs City Administrator/City Managerõs 

Committee.  Maria has a BA from California 

State University, Long Beach, and she has 

earned a 30 -year ICMA  Service Award.   

Gregory D. Korduner  has served as  Huntington 

Park City Manager  since September, 1999.  

Greg, also known to his friends as òDune,ó or 

òDune Manó started his public service career in 

the Norwalk  Public Works Department, while he 

was in high  school and doing undergraduate 

work. In September, 1975 Greg was hired in 

Artesia  as an Administrative Assistant.  In 1977 

he was appointed Planning Director, and in 

1978 he became the Artesia  Assistant City 

Manager to then -City Manager M.D. òMacó 

McKeown .  In 1981 Greg left Artesia  to become 

the South El Monte  City Manager, and in 1984 

he was selected to be the El Monte  City 

Administrator and Community Redevelopment 

Agency Executive Director.  After leaving El 

Monte  in 1999, Greg did some interim 

assignme nts, including one in La Habra Heights  

prior to taking his current post in Huntington 

Park.  Greg has an AA from Cerritos Community 

College, a BA from California State University, 

Fullerton and an MPA from California State 

University, Long Beach.  He has a  30-year ICMA 

Service Award. Greg is an avid sports fan and 

music buff and is known as a trivia expert in 

both areas.  

 

 

 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/  

 

 

 

www.keenan.com  

 

 

 

http://www.psomasfmg.com/  

 

Maywood  Interim City Manager Paul J. Philips  

started his public management career in 1974 

as a Planning Technician in South El Monte .  In 

1975 he became a Planning Assistant and in 

1976 he was appointed Director of Planning.  In 

1977 Paul left South El Monte  to accept the City 

Administrator position in Lowell, Oregon.  He left 

there in 1978 and spent about a year doing 

private sector work.  In March, 1979 Paul 

returned to South El Monte  as the City 

Administrator.  In 1981 he went to Hawaiian 

Gardens  as the Assistant City Administrator, and 

in 1983 he was appointed City Manager in 

Lawndale  where he served until 1988.  In 1990 

Paul was recruited to be the Artesia  City 

Manager and he served th ere for 10 -years 

before moving to the Covina  City Manager 

post in 2000.  Paul left Covina  in September, 

2008.  He has a 30 -year ICMA Service Award.  

 

 

http://www.styo.com/  

http://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.keenan.com/
http://www.psomasfmg.com/
http://www.styo.com/


  

 

City Manager Newsletter          Happy Valentine's Day              February , 2010 

 
[5] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directional sign at Los Alamitos  City Hal l                        

where Jeff Stewart  is the City Manager . 

ICMA Member City Managers With Service 
in Paramount, Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens and Bellflower  

From July, 1985 until 1998 Robert A. Brady  was 

the Planning Manager in Cerritos .  In 1998 he 

was appointed Director of Community 

Development for the City of Lake Elsinore. He 

was appointed Lake Elsinore City Manager in 

January, 2005.  Robert has a BS from Michigan 

State University and an MBA from California 

State University.   

 

"Don't sweat  the petty things and don't pet the 

sweaty things." --George Carlin  

 

City Manager Larry D. Cheeves  of Union City  

started his city government career in 1976 

Cerritos  as an Admi nistrative Intern with then -

City Manager Gaylord Knapp .  In October, 1977 

Larry moved to Pico Rivera  as n Administrative 

Aide, and then on to Buena Park  for an 

Administrative Assistant post in December, 1979.  

In 1984 Larry went to work for Norwalk  as the 

Assistant Director of Public Works.  In 1989 Larry 

moved north to Union City  as the Director of 

Public Works.  In 2003 his duties were expanded 

to include Interim City Manager responsibilities, 

and in 2004 Larry was appointed City Manager.  

He has a BA fro m Pepperdine University and an 

MPA from California State University, Fullerton.   

 

 

 

www.willdan.com  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com  

John R. Gillison , 42,  began his 

public mana gement career in 

1994 as a Management Analyst 

in Cerritos .  In July, 2000 John 

took a Principal Management 

Analyst post in Pomona .  In 2001 

he became the Assistant to the City Manager 

and in December, 2002 John was appointed 

Deputy City Manager in Pomona  where he 

worked with then -City Manager Doug Dunlap  

and then -Assistant City Manager Bob Gutierrez .  

In March, 2005 John was selected to be the 

Sierra Madre  City Manager.  He left that post in 

2007 and was appointed Deputy City 

Manager/Administrative Services  in Rancho 

Cucamonga .  With the retirement of Assistant 

City Manager Pam Easter , John has been 

promoted to Assistant City Manager.  He has a 

10-year ICMA Service Award.    http://www.ci.rancho -

c ucamonga.ca.us/index_govt.htm  

 

 

 

 

www.msw -consultants.com  

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgecarl383028.html
http://www.willdan.com/
http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.ci.rancho-cucamonga.ca.us/index_govt.htm
http://www.ci.rancho-cucamonga.ca.us/index_govt.htm
http://www.msw-consultants.com/
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ICMA Member City Managers With Service 
in Paramount, Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens and Bellflower  

Veteran public manager Linda J. Pappas Dia z 

began her career in 1980 as an Administrative 

Assistant in Downey .  In May, 1985 Linda moved 

to a Personal Assistant post in Costa Mesa , and 

in 1987 she took an Administrative Assistant 

position in Cerritos .  She moved to Buena Park  in 

1990 as the Assistant to the City Manager.  

During this time Linda served for about a year 

on the Stanton  City Council when she was 

appointed to fill a Council seat vacancy.  Linda 

left Buena Park  and moved north in 1998 when 

she was selected to be the Colma  City 

Manager.  In April, 2002 Linda was recruited to 

be the Assistant City Manager in Antioch .  

During her  Antioch  tenure she served a time as 

Acting City Manager.  She headed back to 

Southern California in 2006 to be the Assistant 

City Manager in Thousand Oaks .  Linda h as a 

BA from Whittier College.  She has earned a 25 -

year ICMA Service Award.  

  

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/  

 

 

 

http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/  

 

Municipal Law Services                                 

Colantuono & Levin     

www.CLLAW.US 

 

 

Seal Beach  City Hall 

where David Carmany  

is the current                

City Manager  

 

 

California Joint Powers Insurance Authority 

Chief Executive Office r Jonathan R. Shull  began 

his public management career as an 

Administrative Intern in San Luis Obispo  in 1984.  

In 1986 Jon took an MIS Analyst Intern position in 

Syracuse, New York.  In January, 1987 Jon was 

appointed to an Administrative Assistant post i n 

Cerritos .  In April, 1991 Jon was selected as the 

Assistant to the City Manager/Personnel 

Manager in Signal Hill where he served until 

February, 1995 when he was appointed 

Assistant to the Executive Director of the JPIA.  

In 1997 Jon was named Assistant Executive 

Director and upon the retirement of his 

predecessor Bill Holt he was appointed 

Executive Director in 2002.  In 2008 he was 

named Chief Executive Officer of the California 

Joint Powers Insurance Authority.  Jon has a BA 

from California Polytechnic  State University and 

an MPA from Syracuse University.  Jon has 

earned a 20 -year ICMA Service Award.  

 

 

 

www.tischlerbise.com  

 

 

 

 

http://www.parsinfo.org/  

 


