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2010 Legislative Orientation

By The California Contract Cities Association

Following is a chronology of our attendance at

the California Contract Cities Association's 43rd
Annual Legislative Orientation Program in
Sacrame nto. Some things have been placed in

the text to give it historical context. So if we
mention listening to the music of Sugarland,
Lady Antebellum, Brad Paisley, Keith Urban,
Wade Hayes or the Zac Brown Band, it is for
context purposes, and not merely bec ause we
enjoy country music.

Harris Ranch is an | -5 landmark. It is located
approximately half way between the Los
Angeles area and Sacramento . Founded as the
Harris Ranch Beef Com pany in 1937, duetoits | -
5 convenient location and easy access it also
operates a 150 -room luxury inn and a fine

Reveille sounded early at the Simpson home on dining restaurant and coffee shop.
Monday morning, January 11, 2010. | guided
my vehicle onto the northbound Interstate 5 at
Alondra Boulevard at 6:10 a.m. and aimed it
toward Sacramento to attend the 43rd Annual
Legislative Orientation Program of the California
Contract Cities Association. The northbound
traffic, which can be horrendous on some
mornings, was pleasantly light, and the drive
through Los Angeles County moved along quite
well until we entered the San J oaquin Valley 0Everybody dies famous in

fog south of Buttonwillow. Lyrics in Famous In A Small Town
Written by Miranda Lambert & Travis Howard

Huron City Manager Gerald W. Forde is a
veteran California public manager. Jerry has
previously served as City Manager in  Livingston ,
Firebaugh , and McFarland . He began his
career as an analyst with the City of =~ Commerce
back in the late 1960s when  Bob Hinderliter was
there. He also worked in  Vernon before moving
north to build his public management career

From there north to Harris Ranch the fog

cloaked the highway, sometimes it was quite WILLDAN
dense in reminder of some of the past multi - Homeland Solutions
vehicle accidents that have occurred along Experienced in conducting personnel 8
that stretch of road. Even with the impaired and int emal affairs investigations.

Contact Joseph C. De Ladurantey
714.940.6370 | 877.818.5621
jdeladurantey@willdan.com

per hour. www.willdan.com

visibility, some vehicles raced out of sight
through the shroud of fog at more than 80 miles
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43rd Annual Sacramento Legislative
Orientation Tour by the CCCA

Jerry met me at the Harris Ranch coffee shop
for breakfast on Monday morning. It was a nice
break from driving in the fog, and actually
allowed some time for much of th e fog to clear

for the remainder of the trip to Sacramento .
Jerry is a journeyman city manager and at 67 -

years old still enjoys the challenges of small
town city management. He has been working
on an impressive solar energy project which
might have far -reaching future benefits, both
economically and environmentally, for the
Huron community. Though Jerry lives in the
valley close to his work assignment, he spends
as much time as possible along the coast
where he deeply enjoys surfing some on
California's finest surf.

While driving | listened to the sports expert
commentaries that stream non -stop daily over
the airways. Stories of the day included the
NFL's Wild Card Weekend, and the Arizona
Cardinal's 51 -45 overtime win over the Green
Bay Packers in th e highest -scoring play -off
game in NFL history. Though that game and
the Ravens win over the Patriots, the Cowboys
route of the Eagles and the Jet's surprise win
over the Bengals were discussed, most of the
talk was on football coach Pete Carroll
resigning from USC for the Seattle Seahawks
coaching post, and the "not surprising"
admission by major league baseball's Mark
McGuire that he used performance enhancing
substances for about 1 1-years during his career.
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Arriving at the Sacramento Hyatt Regency, |
self-parked on the roof of the parking structure.
Though the car eventually got rained on, it had
enough room around it to avoid the door -dings
that are inevitable in tight parking areas. Hyatt
Bellman Rusty Webster, who has worked with
the Hyatt since it opened 22 -years ago, assisted
with my luggage. Over the years we have
become friends and friendly rival baseball fans,

as heisabig Oakland "A's"fan.

After unpacking and hanging up my shirts and
suits, | meandered down stairs to Dawson's
seeking a late lunch. Hercules City Manager
Nelson Oliva and Council Member  Ed Balico
joined me. Later Hercules Mayor Kris Valstad, a
member of the California Contract Cities
Association Executive Board, joined us too. |
must admit that Dawson's serves an excellent
tuna melt. While we ate  Anthony Gonsalves of
Joe A. Gonsalves & Son dropped by to say
"Hello." With Anthony's firm representing some
50+ cities he and his staff are constantly tuned
into local government issues being perused by
State officials.

After lunch I chatted in the elevator with Mark
Risco of Willdan Financial Services, and then
met up with his boss Frank G. Tripepi . Both Frank
and Mark had been working out in the hotel
gym. | also greeted Past CCCA Pr esident Frank
Zerunyan of the Rolling Hills Estates City Council.
At the event registration table in the lobby, |
chatted with Past CCCA President Margaret
Finlay, Mayor of Duarte , Sharon Olivito did her
usual excellent job of making certain everyone

wa s appropriately taken care of.

J& M

JONES & MAYER

http://www.jones _-mayer.com/
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Piper]Jaffray.

http://www.piperjaffray.com

California Contract Cities Association Executive Director
Sam Oliv ito credits the hardworking CCCA Executive
Board, led this year by President Lois Gaston of Duarte , for
the continued success of the organization.

WILLDAN

Financial Services

www.willdan.com

Monday evening activities started with the
CCCA 43 rd Annual Sacramento Legislative
Orientation Tour reception in the Capitol View
room on the 15th floor of the Hyatt. League of
California  Cities Executive  Director Chris
McKenzie was introduced by CCCA Legislative
Committee Chair Laura Olhasso of the La
Carfa da Flintridge City Council. Chris discussed
the signature -gathering efforts to qualify the
Local Taxpayer, Public Safety and
Transportation Protection Act of 2010 (AG
Initiative #: 09 -0063) for the November, 2010
State election ballot.

"Don't trust the pe rson who has
broken faith once. "
--William Shakespeare
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4th Annual CCMF Member Appreciation Event
Thursday, February 4, 2010
at Pacifica Del Mar Restaurant in La Costa.

Orchids to the organizers and planners of th  is
dinner event :

Mark Curran & Melanie Arner Corona
Piper Jaffray & Co.
345 California Street, No. 2400
San Francisco, California 94104
Telephone No. 415/616 -1616

For Information cont act Mark or Melanie, or CCMF
Executive Director Bill Garrett, Garrett Management
Solutions, Inc. , Telephone No. 619/303 -8068

43rd Annual Sacramento Legislative
Orientation Tour by the CCCA

It is the intention of this initiative measure to
close loopholes to prevent the State from
taking, diverting or borrowing local
government, transportation and public transit
funds. It has almost become customary for the
State to pick the revenue pockets of local
governments to fund State programs and
projects for which their revenues are insufficient.
One local officials was heard to say, "It is easier
to steal from local government than for the
State to live within its own means." Those who
wish additional information on the initiative may
contact the League or go to the web site:
www.savelocalservices.com

THE H [L

COMPANIES

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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Following the reception the program delegates
broke off for individual dinner arrang  ements. It
was a time for discussing the challenges and to
plan for needed actions. On my way to have

an "after dinner" night cap with Wolf &
Company owner Wesley Wolf, | chatted briefly
with California Joint Powers Insurance Authority
Executive Director Jon Shull, who was in
Sacramento for a JPIA Conference. Also in
town was an environmental conference be ing
held in the hotel. Wes and | met a couple of
executives with Powerstock, a biomass supply
chain consulting company. Michael Keller
Director of Business Developmen t may be
reached at mkeller@pacificpowerstock.com

The CCCA delegation included: (L to R): West Hollywood
City Council Member  Lindsey Horvath ; West Hollywood
Council Member Jeff Prang, a Past CCCA President, and
the Pico Rivera Assistant City Manager; and Michael
Morgan of the Cama rillo City Council.

p—

BoB MURRAY
& ASSOCIATES

EXPERTS IN EXECUTIVE SEARCH

http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/

0The bigger the real -life problems, the great er the
tendency for the discipline to retreat into a
reassuring fantasy -land of abstract theory and
technical manipulation .6 = Tom Naylor
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On Tuesday morning (January 12, 2010) | met
Huntington  Park City Manager Gregory
Korduner in the hotel lobby at 6:30 a.m. We
then walked down toward the Sacramento
River and Old Town. On our return, we stopped

at the Starbuck's in the K Street Mal | for a little
"pick -me -up." Showered and dress after our
walk, | met up with  Norwalk City Manager Ernie
Garcia and we walked across the street to the
Capitol to meet in Room 112 for the Morning
Leadership Briefing.

At the "Briefing" members of the Legi slature
visited and addressed the group with their
individual perspectives on the State budget
and other important issues. New Assembly
Speaker John Perez kicked -off the program.
The Speaker said that he feels the Legislature
should act on the budget in "the light  of day" as
city councils are required to do pursuant to the
Brown Act. Other members of the Assembly to
address the group included: Speaker Pro Tem
Isadore Hall, who served 6 -years on the
Compton City Council; Local Government
Committee Chair Anna Marie Caballero ; and
Assembly Members Fiona Ma, Majority Whip,
who is a former member of the San Francisco
Board of Supervisors; Cameron Smyth , a former
Santa Clarita City Council Member;  Kevin de
Ledn; Bonnie Lowenthal , a former Long Beach
City Council Member; and Charles Calderon .

PUBLIC
AGENCY
RETIREMENT
SERVICES

Making retirement work for you.

http://www.parsinfo.org/
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Following a long morning of presentations, the
group returned to the Capitol View Room on
the 15th Floor at the Hyatt Regency Hotel for a
Luncheon Session. It was my good fortune to sit
at a table with Lakewood City Manager
Howard Chambers , Past CCCA President and
Lakewood Vice Mayor Joe Esquivel; Theresa
Gutierrez of the Lakewood staff; Lakewood
Deputy City Manager Lisa Novotny , Huntington
Park City Manager Gregory Korduner and
Assistant City Manager Alan Shear , and Carson
Mayor Jim Dear .

Real Estate
Development

A Entitlements
kOSmon Finance/Economics
companies

http://www.kosmont.com/

West Hollywood  Council Member Lindsey
Horvath addressed the group about a Southern
California Edison Company agenda item soon
to be before the California Public Utilities
Commission dealing with the undergrounding of
transformer boxes. Apparently the company is
seeking a PUC ruling to allow them to place
such equipment above ground regardless of
the loca | cityos
Parenthetically, Council Member Horvath is a
Notre Dame graduate. She may be contacted
at West Hollywood City Hall at telephone no.

323-848-6460.

J

JONES HALL

www. joneshall .com

PSOMAS

IUINREY sovar SOIUIons

http://www.psomasfmg.com/

undergroundi |
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Lakewood Vice Mayor Joe Esquivel , a Past CCCA President and
Theresa Gutierrez of the Lakewood City Staff. (That's Willdan's
Frank Tripepi and Linda Heil in the background.)

43rd Annual Sacramen to Legislative
Orientation Tour by the CCCA

After the luncheon program there was some
time to relax. | had the opportunity to sit and
chat with Huntington Park City Manager Greg
Korduner and Dan Massiello of Kinsell,
Newcomb, De Dios, Inc. | also had the
occasion to reminisce with Sam Olivito , Dave
Spence of La Cafada Flintridge and Tony
Olivito . Stories about old friends and good old
times just seemed to roll out. The time
Assemblyman Sal Canella accidently knocked
the rearview mirror off his car; and  the wild ride
with Assemblyman Dom Cortese in his "new" (at
that time) Buick production car. There were
times with friends like Ray Harris and George
Voigt. There were places like Frank Fat's, the
Torch  Club, the Senator Hotel, the
Cosmopolitan, Jim Denney's, the Ponderosa,
Top of the Cosmo, David's Brass Rail, the Back
Door, Zorba's, and many more. Time passes
swiftly. So swiftly that we sometime  don't even
notice.

The Mercer Group, Inc.
www.mercergroupimce.com

Clark Wurzberger ~ California 530.637.4559
Roy Pederson ~ Arizona 480.657.9048

Jack Clancy ~ Jack Clancy Assoc. 916.812.3491
Matt Gruver ~ Jack Clancy Assoc. 916.612.6797

http://www.mercergroupinc.com/
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KINSELL, NEWCOMB DE DIOS, INC.

INVESTMENT BANKING
http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm

Tuesday evening the CCCA group invited the
members of the Legislature and all
Constitutional  Officers to a  Legislative
Reception in the State Capitol Rotunda
Basement. The event was its' usual success
Among those City Managers or former City
Managers attending all or a portion of the 43rd
Annual Sacramento Legislative Orientation Tour
Program were: Mark Alexander of La Cafiada
Flintridge ; Huntington Park  City Manager
Gregory Korduner ; Walnut City Man ager Rob
Wishner; Howard Chambers , Lakewood City
Manager; South El Monte City Manager Tony
Ybarra; Duarte City Manager Darrell George |,
who is the current CCCA City Managers'
Committee Chair; Norwalk City Manager Ernie
Garcia ; Hercules City Manager Nelson Oliva;
Rancho Palos Verdes City Manager Carolyn
Lehr; former City Manager in Commerce , South
El Monte and Coachella Raul Romero, currently
a consultant to city governments; former City
Manager Wes Wolf of Wolf & Company; and
former City Manager in Rosemead and La
Puente Frank G. Tripepi of Willdan Financial
Services.

Municipal Law Services

Colantuono Colantuono & Levin

& Levin, PC

www.CLLAW.US

Walf & Gopany e

http://www.wolfhousin __g.com/
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Wesley Wolf of Wolf & Company and  Norwalk City

Manager Ernie Garcia . That is Rolling Hills Estates

Council Member Frank Zerunyan in the background.
Frank is a Past CCCA President.

43rd Annual Sacramento Legislative
Orientation Tour by the CCCA

Among others in attendance were: Sam
Olivito, CCCA Executive Director; Anthony
Gonsalves, Jason  Gonsalves and Paul
Gonsalves of Gonsalves & Son; Walnut City
Attorney Michael B. Montgomery , Linda Heil,
Frank Tripepi, Mark Risco, and Bill Pagett of
Willdan; Scott Hammond of Edge Development,
Inc.; Walter McKinney , retired Desert Hot Springs
Police Chief and currently General Manager of
Affordable Housing Solutions Group;  John Kelly
of TNT Fireworks; Debbie Smith , Executive
Director of the Independent Cities A ssociation;
Pico Rivera Assistant City Manager Jeff Prang, a
Past CCCA President as a member of the West
Hollywood City Council; Assistant Sheriff Marvin
O. Cavanaugh of the Los Angeles County
Sheriff's Department; Barry Waite, Carson
Business Development Manager, and Lomita
City Council Member; Fran Mancia  of
MuniServices; and CCCA Director of Public
Affairs & Communications  Tony Olivito .

Every year California's public agencies brace
for the State Budget. After developing a long
track record, it is a given that the State's annual
spending program will not live within its' means.
Every year State officials look to wheret hey can
"steal" revenue that local agencies depend
upon. Cities and other agencies continue to
do their best to provide the services for which
they were created. Though the League's
Initiative is drafted to provide protection, there
are still legislators that contend they will just
need to get more creative to divert local
revenues to their coffers. City officials need to
be watchful, always vigilant, even if the
Initiative becomes law.

O’CONNOR ., COMPANY SECURITIES

PUBLIC FINANGCE
Email Contact at: woconno r@ocsec.com

CONSULTANTS

WWW.msw_-consultants.com

STRADLING YOCCA
> CARLSON & RAUTH

Artorn@/s at Law
http://www.sycr.com/

Urban Futures INnc.

http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/

Keenan

fl s§soc Ldtes

oLife is |ike a box of chocol at es. You never know

what youdre going to
0 Forrest Gump

get . 6
www.keenan.com
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PooLED INVESTMENT FUNDS
FOR LOCAL AGENCIES

http://caltrust.org/
Contact Lyle Defenbaugh about CalTRUST investment
opportunities for cities . Lyle.Defenbaugh@wachoviaps.com

2010 Green C alifornia Summit
Sacramento Convention Center
March 1 5-17

As economic recovery begins, and stimulus dollars begin to
arrive, California remains one of the ~ States where public and
private sector leaders agree that economic growth and
environmental preservation go hand in hand.

http://www.green _-technology.org/gcsummit/index.html

www.tischlerbise.com

htt p://www.morelandservices.com/

Women L eading Government (WLG)

A Cal -ICMA Coaching Program WLG is designed to
assist female managers in their career development.
http://icma.org/main/b  c.asp?t=0&bcid=971

Hercules Mayor Kris
Valstad , a member of the
California Contract Cities
Association

Executive Board.

43rd Annual Sacramento Legislative
Orientation Tour by the CCCA

Here are a few examples of some of the things said
by Assembly Members. Charles Calderon , Revenue
and Taxation Committee Chair , said that his
committee is looking at tax credits, tax breaks and

tax deductions to see if they still make sense and/or
are still needed. He noted that c ollege dropout rate
increases must be addressed; not only does it
deplete the educational level s, but it also depletes
higher education  funding . Majority Whip Fiona Ma of
San Francisco said that State revenue generation
needs reform because it is based on a 20th Century
economy and things have changed, i.e., purchases

on the internet. She also noted that current term
limits are too short and do not allow enough time for
officials to learn and accomplish. State Treasurer Bill
Lockyer 's Deputy Steve Cooney confirmed that the
Treasurer supports public employee pension benefit
reform. Assembly Member Bonnie Lowenthal talked
about the importance of getting a full and
complete census count. She said that it means
about $1,300/person counted in Federal dollars
back to California. She also noted the importance

that a fully correct census has a s a major role in
appropriat ely redistricting our State. Assembly
Member Cameron Smyth noted that term limits
weakens the legislature in terms of expertise and
understandin g. He said that deals made now will
have little or no understanding among future
members not involved with the original decisions.
CCCA did an excellent job of providing important
program speakers.




