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"Courage" Begins With "CO"                      

California City Managers in "CO" Cities  

Happy New Year to one and all!  We are 

kick ing -off the  2010 New Year by remaining 

unpredictable and random in our City Manager 

list presentations.  2010 promises to pro vide 

continued public management challenges.  It 

will take leadership courage to successfully 

manage through the  unsettled and difficult  

economic climate.  

David Cottrell  and Eric Harvey  note  in their 

"Leadership Courage" book that: "There are few 

leadership responsibilities more stressful or 

difficult than implementing change."  Wounded 

city revenue s requir e cities throughout the 

nation to consider economizing changes. All 

cost -cutting  avenues  are being explored and 

considered, including staffing reductions  and 

contracting out .  Change is in the air! 

It takes  c ourage to be a good City Manager.  

Our first 2010 listing takes a look at City 

Managers who work in cities with names that 

start with th e letters "co" just like the word 

"courage."   

Our six -year old granddaughter Jessie Hearther  has me 

calling her "Grandpa" and she is calling me by her name:  

"Jessie."  Children make the Holiday Season "jolly."             

-- Jack A. Simpson   
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Trackdo wn Posse Roster                                               

 
Gregory Korduner, Huntington Park *                                                    

Howard Chambers, Lakewood                                                                      
Mike Egan, Bellflower                                                                                     
Ernie Garcia, Norwalk                                                                                       

Joe Tanner, City Manager                                                                                            
Bob Adams, Vallejo                                                                                           

Bob Gutierrez, Moreno Valley                                                                       
Dave Carmany, Seal Beach                                                                            

Maria Dadian, Artesia                                                                                    
Linda Lowry, Pomona **                                                                                  

Ken Bayless, Greater L.A. Vector Control District                                           
Jeff Stewart, Los Alamitos                                                                             

Kevƛƴ hΩwƻǳǊƪŜ, Urban Futures, Inc.                                                             
Tom Odom, Rancho Palos Verdes                                                                                                                                                                     

George Rodericks, Belvedere                                                                                                                                                        
June Catalano, Pleasant Hill                                                                        

Nelson Oliva, Hercules                                                                                
Richard Ramirez, American Canyon                                                              

Vern Lawson, Lancaster **                                                                              
Fran Delach, Azusa                                                                                                

Bill Kelly, Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                          
Chris Kelly, Chino Hills                                                                                       
Don Penman, Arcadia                                                                                     

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                              
Anthony Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                               

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                          
Bill Crowe, El Segundo                                                                                   

Steve R. Thatcher, SRT Associates                                                            
Ernesto Marquez, Hawaiian Gardens                                                           

Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan, La Mirada (Retired)                                               
Bob & Nadean Dickey, South Gate                                                        

Deborah Lopez, Pico Rivera                                                                              
Jan Perkins, Management Partners                                                             

Andy Takata, Yucca Valley                                                                           
Marcia Raines, Millbrae                                                                                  

Gene Rogers, Moreno Valley (Retired)                                                   
Anthony R. Ybarra, South El Monte                                                           

Arthur C. Simonian, Simonian Consulting, Inc.                                              
Bob Griego, Irwindale                                                                                        

Ken Caresio, Retired City Manager                                                               
Greg Nordbak, Midway City Sanitary District                                            

Carlos Urrutia, Rocklin                                                                                
Michael P. Busch, Urban Futures, Inc.                                                         

Wade McKinney, Atascadero                                                                         
Mike & Judie Sedell, Simi Valley                                                                    

Andy Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates                                              
Tim Kerr, Retired City Manager                                                                     

Doug LaBelle, Chino Hills  (Retired)                                                                
City of Cerritos                                                                                                          

John Keisler, Long Beach                                                                              
Sheryl Lindsey-Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                                    

Sam Olivito, California Contract Cities Association                                                                                      
Bob Dominguez, Placentia (Retired)                                                                      

Jack Lam, Rancho Cucamonga                                                                               
Larry F. Pennell, Wasco (Retired)                                                                                        

Phil Vince, Martinez                                                                                                 
Gary Chicots, Retired City Manager                                                                        

Rod B. Butler, Crescent City                                                                                    
Jerry Gruber, Atherton                                                                                     

Fred Latham, Santa Fe Springs                                                                 
Anthony Lopez, Retired City Manager                                                             

Jim Gilley, The GILLEY GROUP LLC                                                          
Marshall Linn, Urban Futures, Inc. 

 

 

http://www.piperjaffray.com  

"Courage" Begins With "CO"                      

California City Ma nagers in "CO" Cities  

Those who pilot ships understand that there are 

always changes...adjustments...to the current 

conditions in order to bring their vessel safely 

into port.  Similarly, City Managers are required  

to gage conditions as they unfold to be r eady 

to react and keep the organization on an even 

keel.   Mayors and City Councils rely on their 

professional staffs, and it takes skilled and 

courageous city managers to lead those staffs.  

We at Trackdown salute California's City 

Managers and City Manag ers across the 

nation.  Best wishes to one and all of a Happy, 

Healthy and Prosperous 2010.  

Coachella  is California's first "CO" city 

alphabetically.  Veteran retired City Manager 

Gene Rogers  is currently the Interim City 

Manager there.   Gene started his career in 

Sunnyvale , where he worked with Rocklin 's long -

time City Manager Carlos Urrutia .  Gene was an 

Administrative Aide in 1978, and worked his way 

up in the organization to Administrative Assistant 

(1980), Director of Employee Development 

(1981), and Assistant City Manager (1984).  In 

1990 Gene was appointed Assistant City 

Manager in Moreno Valley , and he served in 

that position until he was appointed City 

Manager in 1996.  He retired from Moreno 

Valley  in 2006, and has been playing golf and 

attending to some interim assignments since.  

Gene has a BS and MS from San Jose State 

University. He has earned a 25 -year ICMA 

Service Award.  

"Courage is the ladder on which all the 

other virtues mount. "  --Cla re Booth Luce  

 

http://www.piperjaffray.com/
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/003487.html
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http://www.gonsalvi.com  

"Courage" Begins With "CO"                      

California City Managers in "CO" Cities  

Coachella  Assistant City Manager Steven H. 

Brown  is also a Full Member of ICMA.  He 

worked for the Robert Boyer Corp for nearly 18 -

years starting in 1980.  He then became the 

Housing Manager for the Desert AIDS Project, in 

September, 1998, and he was appointed ACM 

in Coachella  in July, 1999.  Steve has a BA from 

UCLA, and an MA from Calif ornia State 

University, Los Angeles.    

Laura S. Allen became the City Manager in 

Colma  in March, 2009.  She began her career in 

1991 as a Senior Management Analyst in 

Berkeley .  From June, 1995 until January, 1998 

she served as DCP Assistant for the Aust ralian 

High Command in Vanuatu. She returned to the 

States in 1999 to serve as a Budget Analyst in 

Phoenix. Laura returned to a Berkeley  Senior 

Management Analyst post in June, 2000.  Laura 

was selected to be the Assistant City Manager 

in Colma  in 2005, an d after serving as Interim 

City Manager from August, 2008 until March, 

2009 she was appointed to the City Manager 

post.  Laura has a BA and an MPA from the 

University of Nevada. She is a member of 

Women Leading Government and she has 

earned a 10 -year ICMA Service Award.  

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm  

 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/     

Brian Dossey , the Town of Colma õs Director of 

Recreation Services, is an Affi liate Member of 

ICMA.  The Recreation Services Department 

provides programs and activities for Colma  

residents of all age groups ranging from infants 

to seniors.  

Six-year old Grandson Tyler Simpson Pounc éy clowns on a 

recent trip to the Seal Beach Pier  wher e Dave Carmany is 

City Manager . 

Colton 's new City Manager is Rob Foster.  Rob 

has about 23 -years of municipal government 

experience, most recently serving nearly 5 -years 

as the Upland  Assistant City Manager. He 

previously served as Assistant City Manager in 

Hesperia , including about a year as Interim City 

Manager there.  Rob has a Master's degree in 

organizational management, with a research 

emphasis in public administration.  He also 

earned a post -graduate certificate in strategic 

management of public org anizations from the 

University of California, Berkeley.   

òYou can observe a lot just by 

watching. ó                     --Yogi Berra  

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/you_can_observe_a_lot_just_by_watching/150214.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/you_can_observe_a_lot_just_by_watching/150214.html
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"Courage" Begins With "C O"                      

California City Managers in "CO" Cities  

We continue to used the ICMA Who's Who 

Directory as our primary research tool.  We do 

our best within our time constraints to find 

information on non -members.  

Colton  Senior Project Manager Aman da A. 

Rhinehart  is an Affiliate Member of ICMA.  She 

has been with Colton  since June, 2004.  

Amanda has a BSPA from Indiana University at 

Bloomington, and an MPA from California State 

University, San Bernardino.  

Colusa  City Manager Janice L. McClintock , an  

ICMA Full Member, began her career in Aurora, 

Colorado as a Systems & Operations Manager 

in late 1996. In 1998 she became an Information 

Technology Officer for Riverside County.  Jan's 

first city post was in Fontana  where she was a 

Technology Services Man ager beginning in 

2001.  In 2006 Jan was recruited to be City 

Manager in San Juan Bautista .  She left there in 

2008, and in September, 2008 she was 

appointed to her current post in Colusa .  Jan 

has a BS from Millikin University in Illinois, and an 

EMPA de gree from Golden Gate University.   

 

 

http://www.jones -mayer.com/  

This is the east entrance to Lakewood City Hall where 

Howard Chambers has been City Manager since 1976 . 

 

 

 

 

www.msw -consultants.com  

  

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/  

Commerce  City Administrator Jorge Rifa  began 

his public service career in 1978 as a Deputy 

Director to the Compton  Redevelopment 

Agency.  In 1983 Jorge  became the Associate 

Executive Director of the El Monte  

Redevelopment Agency, and in October, 1984 

he was appointed to the Soledad  City 

Manager post. In March, 1991 he was selected 

to serve as the Deputy City Manager in Salinas 

and there he became City Ma nager David 

Mora 's right hand man.  Jorge left Salinas in 

January, 2008 to return to Southern California as 

the Commerce  City Administrator.  Jorge has a 

BA from California State University.  He has 

earned a 30 -year ICMA Service Award.  

Commerce  Senior Admi nistrative Analyst 

Fernando Mendoza  is an Affiliate Member of 

ICMA.  He has serve in Commerce  in 

progressively responsible position, including as 

an Administrative Analyst and Acting 

Administrative Analyst to the City Administrator.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.styo.com/  

 

 

http://www.jones-mayer.com/
http://www.msw-consultants.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.styo.com/
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http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/  

"Courage" Begins With "CO"                      

California City Managers in "CO" Cities  

Compton  City Manager Charles Evans  worked 

fo r the City of Compton  for 28-years prior to his 

appointment to the City Manager post in June, 

2007.  Charles served as Interim City Manager 

for about a month prior to his official start date 

taking over from former City Manager Barbara 

Kilroy . He started i n Compton  in the Risk 

Management office. He was promoted to 

Assistant City Manager in 2004.  Charles was 

born and raised in Compton attending 

Compton Unified Schools and Compton 

Community College.  He received his BA in 

Economics for California State Unive rsity, Long 

Beach.   

http://www.sycr.com/  

Concord City Manager Daniel E. Keen  started  

his career  in Paramount  in 1983 as a Community 

Development Manager.  In 1988 he went  to 

Norwalk  where he served as Deputy City 

Manage r and Assistant City Manager.  In 1995 

Dan was appointed City Manager in La Palma  

where he served until October, 2000 when he 

took the Seaside  City Manager's post.  In 2004 

he was chosen for the  Novato City Manager 

job and in 2008 he was selected to b e Con cord 

CM.  He has earned a BA from UCLA, and an 

MPA & MPL from USC.  He has a 25 -year ICMA 

Service Award.  

Concord  City Manager 

Daniel E. Keen , and  

Assistant City Manager 

Valerie J. Barone . 

http://www.ci.concord.ca.us/about/contact/depts/cm.asp  

Concord  Assistant City Manager Valerie J. 

Barone  began her public service career in 1987 

as a Community Development Specialist for the 

US Peace Corps in the Philippines.  In 1993 she 

was a self -employed Planning Consultant in 

Redwood City , and in 1994 she took a Senior 

Planner post with The Company of Eric Jay Toll 

AICP Inc. in Nevada.  In January 1997 Valerie 

went to work in Milpitas  as an Associate Planner 

and subsequently served as a Planning &  

Neighborhood Preservation Department 

Director, and the Planning, Recreation & 

Neighborhood Services Director.  She left 

Milpitas  in 2002 to become the Director of 

Community Development in Walnut Creek .  She 

was appointed Concord  Assistant City 

Manager in March, 2009.  

 

 

 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/  

 

 

 

www.keenan.com  

 

 

 

http://www.parsinfo.org/  

http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/
http://www.sycr.com/
http://www.ci.concord.ca.us/about/contact/depts/cm.asp
http://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.keenan.com/
http://www.parsinfo.org/
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www.willdan.com  

"Courage" Begins With "CO"                      

California City Managers in "CO" Cities  

Stephen J. Kimbrough  began his career as a 

Planning Intern in La Habra  in June, 1969.  In 

1970 Steve went to work for Palm Springs as an 

Administrative  Assistant in the Planning & 

Development Department.  In October, 1970 

Steve took and Administrative Analyst post with 

the Montclair  Police Department. This was 

during the time Lauren M. Wasserman  was the 

Montclair  City Administrator (1970 -1978). In 1973 

Steve moved to an Administrative Assistant -

Personnel Director position in Covina , and in 

1977 he was selected to serve as the Arcadia  

Personnel Director. In 1980 Steve was recruited 

to be the Assistant City Manager in Temple City  

where he worked until takin g a taste of the 

private sector in 1984  when he went to work for 

about four -years with Christensen & Wallace, 

Inc.  In 1988 Steve took a position with San 

Bernardino County as the Chino Hills Manager, 

and in December, 1991 he became the Interim 

City Manag er in American Canyon .  He was 

American Canyon 's "start-up" City Manager at 

its incorporation.  In February, 1993 Steve was 

appointed to the Corning  City Manager post, 

and has served there for nearly 17 -years. He has 

a BA from California State University, and a 35 -

year ICMA Services Award. Steve has been 

known to participate in search and rescue 

exercises with the Corning  Police Department 

and the Tehama County Search and Rescue 

Team.  On one such exercise Steve broke his 

ankle in a fall and had to be airli fted out of the 

wilderness in a basket lowered by a helicopter . 

 

 

Municipal Law Services                                 

Colantuono & Levin     

www.CLLAW.US 

 

Corona 's new City Manager is former Assistant 

City Manager Brad Robbins .  Brad has been 

with the City for some 20 -years, and earned an 

excellent reputation for being a hard working 

professional.  Brad took the City Manager post 

as an "Interim" at first, filling in behind the 

resignation of former City Manager Beth 

Grov es.   

Lana Y. Yoshimura  is a Management Analyst in 

Corona , and she is an Affiliate Member of 

ICMA.  Lana began her career in an Office 

Manager position with the Hawaii Legislature in 

2003.  In May, 2004 she took a Management 

Intern post with the Town of Qu een Creek, 

Arizona, and was appointed to the Corona  

Management Analyst position in June, 2005.  

Lana has a BA from the University of Hawaii, 

and an MPA from the University of Arizona.   

 

 

www. joneshall .com   

 

U.S. Coast Guard 

personnel participate in 

a search and rescue 

exercise near the         

San Clemente Pier.  

 

 

http://www.willdan.com/
http://www.cllaw.us/
http://www.joneshall.com/
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Experienced in conducting personnel �²                             
and internal affairs investigations.                                                          

Contact Joseph C. De Ladurantey            
714.940.6370 | 877.818.5621        

jdeladurantey@willdan.com                     

www.willdan.com  

"Courage" Begins With "CO"                      

Calif ornia City Managers in "CO" Cities  

Coronado  City Manager Mark J. Ochenduszko , 

54, began his public management career  when 

he was a 21 -year old senior at San Diego State 

University when he  took an Administrative Intern 

position in Coronado in 1977.  I n 1984 Mark 

became a  Personnel Analyst in La Mesa .  In 

1987 Mark became the Director of 

Administrative Services in Coronado , and then 

the Director of Human Resources , and in 1991 

he was appointed Assistant City Manager in 

Temecula .  In July, 1992 Mark took the City 

Manager post in Campbell , and in 1996 he 

returned to Southern California as the Cypress 

City Manager.  In September, 1999 Mark 

returned to Coronado  as City Manager where 

he has announced his retirement  on his 

birthday in February , 2010. Mark has a BA  and 

an MPA from San Diego State University.  He 

served on the Board of Cal -ICMA and the City 

Manager's Department of the League of 

California Cities.  He earned a 20 -year ICMA 

Service Award in 2004.   

"A smooth sea never made a skilled mariner."             

-- English Proverb  

 

 

 

http://caltrust.org/                                                          

Con tact Lyle Defenbaugh  about CalTRUST investment 

opportunities  for cities .  Lyle.Defenbaugh@wachoviaps.com  

 E. Thomas Ritter  is the Assistant City Manager in 

Coronado .  He started his career in 1984 as an 

Administrative Intern in Manhattan Beach . In 

1987 Tom went to work in Long Beach  as an 

Assistant Administrative An alyst, and he was 

promoted to Administrative Analyst in 1988.  In 

1991 Tom became a Management Analyst in 

Solana Beach , and he moved to Carlsbad  in 

1997 to be a Senior Management Analyst.  In 

2003 Tom was appointed Assistant City 

Manager in Imperial Beach .  He started his 

current position in Coronado  in July, 2009.  Tom 

has an AA from Imperial Valley College, a BA 

from USC and an MBA from California State 

University, Long Beach.  He has earned a 20 -

year ICMA Service Award.  

 

 

 

www.tischlerbise.com  

 

Email Contact at:  woconnor@ocsec.com  

http://www.mercergroupinc.com/  

The Mike and Arline Walter Pyramid at                     

California State University, Long Beach  

 

 

 


