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 California's "Beach"                 

City Manager s  

We are not referring to òcity managers on the 

beach,ó there are too many of us around who 

know what that is about. T hough sometimes 

being òon the beachó can provide time and 

opportunity to do some interim work or 

consulting to put a little change in your 

pocketéóch-ching.ó  At any rate, in this issue of 

the City Manager N ewsletter by Trackdown we 

provide a listing of California City Managers  

who serve cities with òbeachó in their names  

starting on Page 2 . 

"I pray  that the river of life will deposit  me 

on a sunshine drenched beach with smooth 

clean sand, warm water and excellent 

body surfing."  

 

Tyler Stibal , son of Matt Stibal  and Erin Stibal , is shown here on a 

tour of Petc o Park In San Diego  this past month .  At Tyler's young 

age he has been to a n umber of Major League Baseball p arks 

with his parents , who are both avid sports fans .  The inset picture is 

the three of them at the new Nationals  Park in Washington, D.C. 

this past June.  Erin is a Deputy Supervisor for Los Angeles County 

Fourth District Supervisor Don Knabe , who is a former Mayor and 

Council Member in Cerritos .  Though Tyler is shown here wearing  a 

Padres t-shirt and a Nationals j ersey and hat , he says that he is 

really a fan of the Dodger s and Angels .   
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http://www.piperjaffray.com  

 

 

 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/  

California's "Beach"                 

City Manager s  

A beach is a geological landform along the 

shoreline of a body of water consisting usually 

of sand and sometimes rocks and pebbles.  

Though most folks think of beaches being along 

the shoreline of the ocea n, there are beaches 

along l ake  fronts and rivers, though we did not 

find any cities in those areas with beach names.  

There are Kings Beach on the north shore of 

Lake Tahoe, Bombay Beach and Salton Sea 

Beach on the Salton Sea, Navy Beach on Mono 

Lake, China Cove Beach on Donner Lake , and 

probably many other beaches on small lakes 

throughout our State, but none have 

incorporated as municipalities.  There are many, 

many Pacific Ocean beaches that have gone 

unincorporated too.  

City Manager Pat Westõs city, Long Beach , has 

become known as òThe Beachó largely due to 

the athletic and academic exploits of the 

students and faculty at California State 

University, Long Beach:  òThe Beach.ó   
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Pat West has an M BA from California State 

University, Dominguez Hills, and a Masters in 

Recreation Administration from California State 

University, Los Angeles.  Pat also earned a BA 

from the University of California, Irvine.  Pat 

started his city career  at the age of 16  on the 

"beach" as an Ocean Lifeguard in Huntington 

Beach . Pat went on to be the Assistant Director 

of the Recreational Instructional Program at 

UCLA. He later worked  25-years in Paramount , 

starting on the Parks & Recreation Department 

staff under Ellen Ward , who is currently the 

Mayor of Signal Hill.  Pat later served as 

Paramount 's Community Development & 

Redevelopment Director and then Paramount  

City Manager for 11 -years. He accepted the 

Community Development Director position in 

Long Beach  in 2005, and he  was appointed City 

Manager  in September, 2007 . Pat is an 

accomplished triathlete.  He is an avid bicycle 

rider, and participated with Rolling Hills Estates 

City Manager Doug Prichard  in a one -mile 

ocean swim at Corona del Mar on August 29.  

Patrick H. West ,             

City Manager,                   

City of Long Beach  

http://www.longbeach.gov  

 

http://www.piperjaffray.com/
http://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.willdan.com/
http://www.cacitymanagers.org/
http://www.willdan.com/
http://www.longbeach.gov/
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California's "Be ach"                                     

City Manager s  

Long Beach  Assistant City 

Manager Suzanne M. Frick  

worked some 22 -years with the 

City of Santa Monica  starting as 

an Associate Planner in 1983.  

She became the Santa Monica  

Director of Planning and 

Co mmunity Development in 1994.  She was 

appointed Director of Planning and Building for 

Long Beach  effective April 18, 2005, and 

elevated to Assistant City Manager in 

December, 2007.  Suzanne grew up in Riverside.  

One of her early jobs was as a Park Ranger in 

Yellowstone National Park.  She earned a BA 

from the University of California, Santa Barbara 

and a Masters in Urban Planning from California 

State Polytechnic University, Pomona.  Suzanne 

played softball in college and, according to her 

boss, she current ly participates in triathlons.  
http://www.longbeach.gov/citymanager/team/frick.asp  

Long Beach  Animal Care Services Business 

Manager John P. Keisler  is a Past President of 

the Municipal Man agement Association of 

Southern California (MMASC).  John was b orn in 

San Luis Obispo , but has roots in Long Beach .  

His father John Robert Keisler , pitched for 

Cal ifornia  State  University, Long Beach, setting a 

shutout record of eight games.   From 2000 to  

2003 John was a "Teach for America" teacher in 

Newark, New Jersey , earn ing  his teaching 

credential through St. Peter's College in Jersey 

City, N.J .  In 2003 he came to California to work 

as a Policy Assistant for the Orange County 

Division of the League o f California Cities.   In 

July, 2005 John took a Management Assistant 

post with Long Beach .  In 2006 he became a 

Performance Management Analyst working 

with the City Manager's office, and in 2008 he 

was selected for his current position.  John has a 

BA from St. Olaf College in Minnesota and an 

MPA from the University of Southern 

California... USC. 

 

 

 

 

www.MathisGroup.net  

 

 

 

www. joneshall .com  

Thomas B. Modica  is the Long Beach  

Public/Government Affairs Manager. Tom 

began his public service career as a Research 

Assistant for the University of Arizona in 2000.  In 

June, 2001 he took an Intern post with Tucson, 

and in July, 2002 he came to California to 

become a Management  Assistant with Long 

Beach .  A year later Tom was selected to be a 

Special Assistant to the City Manager and in 

January, 2005 he assumed his current post. Tom 

has a BA and MPA from the University of Arizona 

in Local Government Administration and 

Finance .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture taken in 1974 shows former California Assembly Speaker 

Pro Tem Frank Vicencia  and his wife Lil Vicencia posing with the 

late Henry Kruid , a Bellflower City Council Member, and a young 

Jack A. Simpson .  Frank passed away at his home in Seal Beach  

on September 9, 2009 (that's 9 -9-09) at the age of 78 -years young.  

He will always be remembered as an honest gentleman, a family 

man, and definitely one of the good guys!  

 

http://www.longbeach.gov/citymanager/team/frick.asp
http://www.mathisassociates.com/
http://www.joneshall.com/
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Trackdown Posse Roster  

Gregory Korduner , Huntington Park  * 

Howard Chambers , Lakewood  

Mike Egan , Bellflower  

Ernie Garcia , Norwalk  

Joe Tanner , City Manager                                                                                            

Bob Adams , Vallejo  

Bob Gutierrez , Moreno Valley  

Dave Carmany , Seal Beach  

Maria Dadian,  Artesia  

Linda Lowry , Pomona  ** 

Ken Bayless , Greater L.A. Vector Control District  

Jeff Stewart , Los Alamitos  

Kevin OõRourke, Urban Futures, Inc.  

Tom Odom , Lomita                                                                                                                                                                      

George Rodericks , Belvedere                                                                                                                                                        

June Ca talano , Pleasant Hill  

Nelson Oliva , Hercules  

Richard Ramirez , American Canyon  

Vern Lawson , Lancaster  ** 

Fran Delach , Azusa 

Bill Kelly , Urban Futures, Inc.  

Chris Kelly , Chino Hills 

Don Penman , Arcadia  

Jason Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son  

Anthony Gonsalve s, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son  

Paul Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son  

Bill Crowe , El Segundo  

Gerald W. Forde , McFarland  

Steve R. Thatcher , SRT Associates 

Ernesto Marquez , Hawaiian Gardens  

Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan , La Mirada  (Retired)  

Bob & Nadean Dickey , South G ate  

Deborah Lopez , Pico Rivera  

Glenn Southard , Indio  

Jan Perkins , Management Partners  

Andy Takata , Yucca Valley  

Marcia Raines,  Millbrae  

Gene Rogers , Moreno Valley  (Retired)  

Anthony R. Ybarra , South El Monte  

Arthur C. Simonian , Simonian Consulting, Inc.  

Bob Griego , Irwindale  

Ken Caresio , Retired City Manager  

Greg Nordbak , Midway City Sanitary District  

Carlos Urrutia , Rocklin  

Michael P. Busch , Urban Futures, Inc.  

David M. Jinkens, South Lake Tahoe  

Wade McKinney, Atascadero  

Mike & Judie Sedell, Simi Valley  

And y Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates  

Tim Kerr, òIn Transitionó 

Doug LaBelle , Chino Hills  (Retired)        

City of Cerritos                                                                                                          

John Keisler , Long Bea ch                             

Sheryl Lindsey -Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                                    

Sam Olivito , California Contract Cities Association                                                                                      

Bob Dominguez , Placentia  (Retired)                                                                      

Jack Lam , Rancho Cucamonga                                                                                

Larry F. Pennell , Wasco  (Retired)                                                                                         

Phil Vince , Martinez                                                                                                  

Gary Chicots , Retired City Manager                                                                        

Rod B. Butler, Crescent City                                                                                     

Jerry Gruber , Atherton                                                                  

Debbie Smith , Independent Cities Association                              

Fred Latham , Santa Fe Springs                                                         

Anthony Lopez , Retired City Manager  

 

 

 

 

 

Low tide and flat surf on a warm sunny beach day in 

Southern California.  The worst day at the beach is better 

than the best day nearly anywhere else.  

California's "Beach"                                     

City Manager s  

Grover Beach  was originally incorporated in 

1959 as the City of Grover City.  In 1992 the 

name was changed at a local election to the 

City of òGrover Beachó to place emphasis on 

the communit y's seaside location.  Robert 

Perrault  is currently the Grover Beach  City 

Manager. Bob replaced Ron Anderson , who 

served from 2000 until August, 2005 when he 

accepted the Assistant City Manager  position in 

Suisun City working with City Manager Suzanne 

Bragdon .  Richard Warne  was appointed Interim 

City Manager until February, 2006 when he took 

the City Manager post in Livingston .  Retired San 

Luis Obispo County CAO John Dunn  then served 

as "Interim" until Bob reported. He has 

experience working as the Assistant to the City 

Manager in Simi Valley , Assistant City Manager 

in Healdsburg ,  and as City Manager in 

Cloverdale  from 1990 to 2000, and Colfax  

between 2001 an d 2006.  Bob has a BA in 

History from California State University, 

Northridge.   

 

 

 

http://caltrust.org/                                                          
Contact Lyle Defenbaugh  about CalTRUST investment 

opportuni ties for cities .  Lyle.Defenbaugh@wachoviaps.com  

 

 

 

http://caltrust.org/
mailto:Lyle.Defenbaugh@wachoviaps.com
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http://www.hdlcompanies.com/     

 

 

www.tischlerbise.com  

 

California's "Beach"                                     

City Manager s  

Hermosa Beach was incorporated in 1907 and 

celebrated its 100 year anniversary  on January 

14, 2007. Stephen R. Burrell  began his public 

service career path in Rolling Hills Estates in 

1973. Steve left Rolling Hills Estates in November, 

1976 as the Assistant to the City Manag er to 

become the Assistant City Manager in San 

Clemente .  In July 1979 Steve was appointed 

City Manager in Capitola  where he served for 

more than 14 -years before coming to his 

current assignment as Hermosa Beach  City 

Manager.  He earned a BA from Californi a State 

University, Long Beach.  Steve has a 35 -year 

ICMA Service Award.  

Like Grover Beach 's Bob Perrault , Huntington 

Beach  City Administrator Frederick A. Wilson  

worked in Simi Valley .  Fred started there in 1983 

as an Administrative Assistant, and went t o 

Chino  in 1986 for an Administrative Assistant II 

post.  In 1987 he took the Assistant to the City 

Administrator pos ition in San Bernardino  and 

was promoted to Assistant City Manager in 

1990. Fred became San Bernardino  City 

Manager in April, 1997.  He lef t there in 2008 to 

take his current post.  Fred has a BS from 

California State Polytechnic and an MPA from 

California State University.  He has a 25 -year 

ICMA Service Award.  

Huntington Beach Lifeguards patrol.  

Imperial Beach  City Manager  Gary R. Brown  

was an Epidemiologist in 1969 in Florida for the 

federal Department of Health, Education & 

Welfare.  In June of that year he took an "Urban 

Intern" post with HUD in Georgia.  A year later in 

1970 he became a HUD Housing Specialist and 

in 1971 he went to North Carolina with HUD as a 

Community Development Representative.  In 

1972 Gary went to work for Winston Salem, 

North Carolina as an Evaluation Director; 1976 

he was a Community Development 

Coordination and in March, 1978 he was 

appointed Community Development D irector.  

Gary left Winston Salem and traveled to 

Lakewood, Colorado in October, 1984 to be 

that City's Community Development Director.  

From November, 1985 to May, 1986 he served 

as Acting Assistant City Manager. After 

returning to his department head pos t, Gary left 

Lakewood in 1988 to be the Deputy City 

Manager in Tempe, Arizona.  In November, 1995 

he became the Tempe City Manager.  Gary 

moved to California in December, 2003 to take 

his current post as Imperial Beach  City 

Manager.   He has a BA from the U niversity of 

Florida and an MBA from Wake Forest University. 

Gary served two separate term as a member of 

the Board of the Arizona City/County 

Management Association.  He has earned a 30 -

year ICMA Service Award.  

 

 

http://www.jones -mayer.com/  

 


