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                                     ñProviding thread to help stitch together the 

                                     fabric of the City Management Community.ò 

California's Hills, Valleys and   

Canyons City Managers  

Once again we prove that we can develop a 

random city manager listing category.  We try 

to devise groupings so that eventually we will 

be able to list all of the Golden State's City 

Managers and a f ew who serve in neighboring 

States.   

So, grab an iced cold Diet Coke or another 

beverage you may favor and follow along as 

we try to piece together California's City 

Manager in  Cities with names that include: 

Hill(s), Valley or Canyon.  Admittedly this 

grouping repeat s some managers, such as Rod 

Wood , Bob Gutierrez , Mike Sedell  and Bruce 

Channing , but it also allows us to explore a few 

cities we have previously missed.  And, we can 

rely on past listings here.  

Once again we have used the ICMA Who's 

Who Dire ctory as our primary research tool.  

We find that it is much more difficult to gather 

biographical information on those who are not 

ICMA members.  So if we have left out 

pertinent information or missed something all 

together, it may be because the inf ormation is 

not readily available.  We are doing our best.  

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm  

http://www.sycr.com/  

We have only identified a couple "Canyons:"  

Canyon Lake  and American Canyon , so we 

have included Lori Moss and Rich Ramirez  

along with the "Hills and Valleys."   We have 

made our listing random so don't be looking for 

an alpha order.  It doesn't exist.   We hope you 

enjoy this September issue of the City Manager 

Newsletter by Trackdown.  

Retired City Manager Jack Simpson , 

daughter/Country Music Singer/Song Writer Casey 

Simpson  and Susan Simpson  relax together in 

Cerritos  after a long day. Casey is flying in from 

Nashville to perform at the 10th Annual Cruisin' For 

A Cure , prostate cancer research fundraiser at the 

Orange County Fairgrounds, Saturday,      

September 26 . The Answer, classic rock group, will 

also perform.  Everyone is urged to attend.   

 

 

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm
http://www.sycr.com/
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http://www.kosmont.com/  

Hills, Valleys and Canyons              

City Managers  

Veteran City Manager Richard J. Ramirez  

began his public management career in 1975 

as an  Administrative Assistant in  South El Monte  

for then -City Manager the late Peter B. 

Feenstra .  In April, 1977 Rich was appoint to the 

South El Monte  Director of Community 

Development post, and in June, 1978 he took 

the Assistant Director of Housing & Community 

Development position in Stanton  where  retired 

City Manager  Kevin OõRourke was serving as 

Human Services Dir ector (1977 -81).  In 

November, 1978 Rich was appointed Stanton õs 

Director of Community Development.  Rich left 

Stanton  in June, 1981 to become the City 

Administrator in Lincoln  where he served for a 

little more than 10 -years.  In November, 1991 

Rich was ap pointed to the Paso Robles City 

Manager post.  He left there in 1997 and took 

the Modesto  Director of Public Works position.  

In April, 1998 Rich was selected to be the 

Hemet  City Manager where he stayed for two 

years before being appointed Assistant City 

Manager in Sacramento .  Rich was appointed 

to his current post as American Canyon  City 

Manager in August, 2006.  He has a BA from 

Humboldt State University and an MPA from 

USC.  Rich is an ICMA Credentialed City 

Manager, and  has earned a 30 -year ICMA 

Service Award.  

http://www.ejdelarosa.com/  

Huntington Park  City Manager Gregory Korduner  and 

retired Ventura County Manager  John F. Johnston  chat at 

a special August 21 luncheon to honor the memory of 

former City Man ager M.D. "Mac" McKeown . The group 

gathered at Parker's Lighthouse in Long Beach . John is a 

former City Manager in both Artesia  and Ojai . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The late -Mac McKeown  served as City Manager in Dairy 

Valley  (currently Cerritos ), Paramount , Norwalk  and 

Artesia .  He also did some "Interim" assignments.  He was 

well -known among State Officials as a strong local 

government advocate.  

Women Leading Government (WLG)  
An Initiative of the Cal -ICMA Coaching Program  

Organized by women public managers, WLG is designed 

to  assist female managers in their career development.    

Please check out the WLG website:   
http://icma.org/main/bc.asp?t=0&bcid=971  

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompan ies.com/     

 

http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.ejdelarosa.com/
http://icma.org/main/bc.asp?t=0&bcid=971
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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Trackdown Posse Roster  
Gregory Korduner, Huntington Park *  

Howard Chambers, Lakewood 
Mike Egan, Bellflower 
Ernie Garcia, Norwalk 

Joe Tanner, Retired City Manager 
Bob Gutierrez, Moreno Valley 

Dave Carmany, Seal Beach 
Maria Dadian, Artesia 

Linda Lowry, Pomona **  
Ken Bayless, Greater L.A. Vector Control District 

Jeff Stewart, Los Alamitos 
YŜǾƛƴ hΩwƻǳǊƪŜ, Urban Futures, Inc. 

Tom Odom, Lomita                                                                                                                                                                      
George Rodericks, Belvedere                                                                                                                                                        
June Catalano, Pleasant Hill 

Nelson Oliva, Hercules 
Richard Ramirez, American Canyon 

Vern Lawson, Lancaster **  
Fran Delach, Azusa 

Bill Kelly, Urban Futures, Inc. 
Chris Kelly, Chino Hills 
Don Penman, Arcadia 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 
Anthony Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 
Bill Crowe, El Segundo 

Gerald W. Forde, McFarland 
Steve R. Thatcher, SRT Associates 

Ernesto Marquez, Hawaiian Gardens 
Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan, La Mirada (Retired) 

Bob & Nadean Dickey, South Gate 
Deborah Lopez, Pico Rivera 

Glenn Southard, Indio 
Jan Perkins, Management Partners 

Andy Takata, Yucca Valley 
Marcia Raines, Millbrae 

Gene Rogers, Moreno Valley (Retired) 
Anthony R. Ybarra, South El Monte 

Arthur C. Simonian, Simonian Consulting, Inc. 
Bob Griego, Irwindale 

Ken Caresio, Retired City Manager 
Greg Nordbak, Midway City Sanitary District 

Carlos Urrutia, Rocklin 
Michael P. Busch, Urban Futures, Inc. 
David M. Jinkens, South Lake Tahoe 

Wade McKinney, Atascadero 
Mike & Judie Sedell, Simi Valley 

Andy Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates 
Fred Guido, County of Los Angeles                                                                                                                          

Tim Kerr, άLƴ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴέ 
Doug LaBelle, Retired, Chino Hills         

City of Cerritos                                                                                        
John Keisler, Long Beach                             

Sheryl Lindsey-Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                  
Sam Olivito, California Contract Cities Association                                                                                      

Bob Dominguez, Placentia (Retired)                                                     
Jack Lam, Rancho Cucamonga 

Larry F. Pennell, Interim City Manager, Fillmore                                                          

Fred Latham, Santa Fe Springs                                                        

Anthony Lopez, Retired City Manager 

Every California City Manager should be a member !  

Califo rnia City 

Management 

Foundation  

www.cacitymanagers.org  

Hills, Valleys and Canyons              

City Managers  

Canyon Lake  City Manager  is 

Lori Moss, 46. She is a former 

Murrieta  Assistant City 

Manager , appointe d in 1999,  

leaving the Riverside County 

Economic Development 

Agency where she was the 

Assistant Director of Desert 

Operations  officed in Indio . Lori 

joined  the county staff in 1985.  

In September, 2004 Lori was 

selected to serve as the  Murrieta  City 

Manag er following the resignation of former 

City Manager Steve Mandoki .  Lori was 

recruited to become Canyon Lake 's City 

Manager in February, 2007.  She is an Indiana  

State University graduate with a degree in 

economics and urban and regional planning.  
http://www.cityofcanyonlake.com/city_manager.asp  

Apple Valley  Town Manager Frank W. Robinson  

began his career in 1976 as a Captain for the 

University of North Texas Police Department.  In 

1979 Frank became the Director of Public 

Safety for the City of West University Place, 

Texas.  In 1982 Frank became  the Director of 

Corporate Security for Century Development 

Corp. In January, 1991 he was appointed to 

the Director of Public Safety position for the 

Greater Greenspoint  Management District in 

Texas.  In June, 1994 he took the President post 

of the The Woodlands Township in Texas.  It was 

July, 2008 when Frank came to California to be 

the Town Manager in Apple Valley .  He has a 

BA from the University of North Texas and an 

MPA from Sam Houston University.  He is an 

ICMA Credentialed Manager.  

  

http://www.cacitymanagers.org/
http://www.cityofcanyonlake.com/city_manager.asp
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http://www.piperjaffray.com  
 

Hills, Valleys and Canyons              

City Managers  

Michael S. Fleager , a former 

Orange  County Probation 

Officer was appointed to the 

Chino Hills City Manager post 

in February, 2009 following the 

retirement of veteran City 

Manager Doug La Belle . Mike 

served as the Community 

Safety Manager in Cerritos   

prior to joining the Chino Hills 

staff a s the Community Services Director in 

July, 1999.   Mike has a BA in Sociology from 

California State University, Fullerton.   

 http://www.chinohills.org/index.aspx?nid=341  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com/  

Kathleen Gotch , Chino Hills Assistant City 

Manager, has work ed  in the Chino Hills 

community since 1987 before the city 

incorporated.  She was the Director of Parks 

and Landscape for the Chino Hills Manager's 

off ice, a special district office of San 

Bernardino County. Kathleen became the 

Chino Hills Community Service Manager in 

1993, Senior Administrative Analy st in 1994, and 

she was appoint ed Assistant City Manager in 

1996.  She has a BS from Cal Poly Pomona.  

Kathleen has earned a 20 -year ICMA Service 

Award.  

For Municipal Law Services                  

Call the Firm of                     

Colantuono & Levin                    

www.CLLAW.US 

 

 

 

 

ww w.willdan.com  

 

Fountain Valley  City Manager Raymond H. 

Kromer  started his public management career 

in Pennsylvania where he served as Borough 

Manager from 1976 to 1978.  In 1978 Ray was 

appointed Township Manager in Ridley 

Township, Pennsylvania, and he m oved from 

there in 1979 to take the Township 

Administrator post in West Deptford Township, 

New Jersey.  Ray travel to the West Coast in 

1985 to take the Assistant City Manager post in 

Fountain Valley  when Judy Kelsey , an MMASC 

Past-President and ICMA Regio nal Vice 

President, was City Manager.  Ray was 

selected to be the Fountain Valley  City 

Manager in March, 1991.  He has a BA from 

Villanova University and an MPA from 

Pennsylvania State University.  Ray has earned 

a 30-year ICMA Service Award.  

 

 

 

 

www.keenan.com  

òJust remember, once you're over the hill  you begin 

to pick up speed  toward the valley and canyon 

floors ahead.ó 

http://www.piperjaffray.com/
http://www.chinohills.org/index.aspx?nid=341
http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.cllaw.us/
http://www.willdan.com/
http://www.keenan.com/
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/just_remember-once_you-re_over_the_hill_you_begin/221959.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/just_remember-once_you-re_over_the_hill_you_begin/221959.html
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Hills, Valleys and Canyons              

City Managers  

Grass Valley  City Manager Daniel C. Holler  

began his public management career in 1988 

as an Administrative Assistant in Glendora .  In 

1989 Dan joined the West Covina  staff in an 

Administrati ve Analyst post.  In 1994 he 

ventured to Douglas County, Nevada as a 

Budget & Fiscal Officer in Minden.  In July, 1996 

Dan was appointed Douglas County Manager 

where he served until March, 2008.  That is 

when Dan returned  to California as the City 

Administrat or in Grass Valley .  Dan is a Past 

President of the National Association of County 

Administrators -Officers.  He has earned a 20 -

year ICMA Service Award.  

 

 

 

http://www.styo.com/  

Andrew J. Takata  began his 

public service career as a 

Recreation Supervisor in 1981 in 

Santa Fe Springs .  In June, 1986 

Andy was selected to be the 

Director of Parks & Recreation in Mammoth 

Lakes, and in 1989 he was recruited to be the 

Director of Community Services in Atascadero .  

In 1992 Andy wa s appointed Assistant City 

Manager and in July, 1993 he was elevated to 

Atascadero  City Manager.  In 1997 Andy 

moved to Newcastle, Washington as City 

Manager, and he returned to California in 2004 

as the Town Manager in Yucca Valley .  Andy 

has a BA from Ca lifornia State University.  He is 

a past Board member of the Washington 

City/County Management Association.  Andy 

has earned a 25 -year ICMA Service Award.  
http://www.yucca -valley.org/townhall /manager.html  

 

 

 

www.MathisGroup.net  

J. Edward Tewes , Morgan Hill  City Manager, 

began his career in 1971 as a Management 

Intern in Pasadena . In 1973 Ed was selected to 

be the Pasadena  Assistant to the City  

Manager.  In 1979 he moved to Long Beach  as 

an Intergovernmental Relations Officer.  He 

then served in a number of Long Beach  posts 

starting in 1980 as a Budget Management 

Officer; Deputy City Manager in 1982; and 

Assistant City Manager in 1985.  In Septe mber, 

1986 Ed was appointed to the Clovis City 

Manager position, and in 1991 he took the 

Modesto  City Manager post where he served 

for a little more than 8 -years.  In January, 2000 

Ed went to Morgan Hill  as the Interim City 

Manager and was appointed perman ent in 

July of that year.  Ed has a BA from Claremont 

Menõs College and an MPA from USC.  He 

served on the Leagueõs City Managersõ 

Department Board in 1995 -96.  He has earned 

a 35-year ICMA Service Award.  

 

 

http: //www.jones -mayer.com/  

Mill Valley  City Manager Anne Montgomery  

was an Administrative Librarian in San Mateo  in 

1983.  In 1988 Anne was appointed Mill Valley  

City Librarian, and in 1999 she was selected to 

be Assistant City Manager.  In 2006 she was 

chose n to serve as Interim City Manager in Mill 

Valley , and she was appointed City Manager 

in 2006.  Anne has a BA from the University of 

Michigan and an MLS from Kent State 

University.  She has earned a 25 -year ICMA 

Service Award.  

http://www.styo.com/
http://www.yucca-valley.org/townhall/manager.html
http://www.mathisassociates.com/
http://www.jones-mayer.com/
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Hills, Valleys and Canyons              

City Managers  

Since April, 1990 Douglas R. 

Prichard  has served the City of 

Rolling Hills Estates as City 

Manager.  Doug began his career 

in 1982 as an Administrative 

Assistant in Bellflower .  He was appointed 

Assistant to the City Administrato r in Bellflower  

in 1983.  Doug moved to Rolling Hills Estates as 

the Assistant City Manager in 1985.  He has a 

BA from the University of California.  Doug is 

well -know State -wide among city manager for 

his distance swimming adventures, completing 

a swim fr om the San Francisco  shoreline out -

and -around Alcatraz Island and back to the 

shore.  He also swam between the Hawaiian 

Islands of Lanai and Maui.  Doug is a Past -Chair 

of the California Contract Cities City Managers 

and Administrators Committee.  He has earned 

a 25-year ICMA Service Award.  http://www.ci.rolling -

hills-estates.ca.us/dept -services/citymanager/index.htm  

 

 

 

http://www.bobm urrayassoc.com/  

 

 

 

www. joneshall .com  

 

 

 

 

http://www.parsinfo.org/  

Signal Hill is 2.2 square miles o f corporate limits 

with a 2005 estimated population of 10,951 

entirely sur rounded by the City of Long Beach .  

The City incorporated in 1924 so it is not a new 

jurisdiction.  Signal Hill City Manager Kenneth C. 

Farfsing began his public service career in 1981 

in the La Verne  Community Development 

Department.  He left the La Verne  Community 

Development Directorõs post in 1988 to 

become the Downey  Assistant City Manager. 

In January, 1992 he began his tenure as South 

Pasadena City Manager.  Ken left there in 1996 

when he was recruited to be the Signal Hill City 

Manager .  Ken has an AA from Pasadena City 

College, an AB from the University of California, 

and an MPL from USC.   

 

 

 

 

www.msw -consultants.com  

Pleasant Hill  City Manager June W. Catalano  

began her public management career in 1981 

when she became the Director of Community 

Development in Laguna Beach .  In August, 

1987 June joined the Santa Ana staff as the 

Executive Director o f Planning and Building.  

After spending about a year in private 

business, June was appointed Develop ment 

Services Director in San Leandro  in May, 1991.  

In July, 1998 she moved to Milpitas  as the 

Assistant City Manager.  June left Milpitas  to be 

the Martinez  City Manager in 2001.  In 

September, 2006 she took her current 

assignment as City Manager in Pleasant Hill.  

June is a former member of the California City 

Management Foundation Board.  She has a BS 

from t he University of Tulsa and an M S from 

Syracuse University.  She as earned a 20 -year 

ICMA Service Award.  

http://www.ci.rolling-hills-estates.ca.us/dept-services/citymanager/index.htm
http://www.ci.rolling-hills-estates.ca.us/dept-services/citymanager/index.htm
http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/
http://www.joneshall.com/
http://www.parsinfo.org/
http://www.msw-consultants.com/
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http://www.mercergroupinc.com/
 

Hills, Valleys and Canyons              

City Managers  

Rolling Hills City Manager Anton Dahlerbruch  

began his career in 1984 as an Administrative 

Intern in Rockville, Maryland.  In July, 1985 he 

took a Management Intern po sition with 

Phoenix, Arizona, and went to work as an 

Administrative Assistant in Scottsdale in March, 

1986 where Roy Pederson , a Past President of 

ICMA, was City Manager.  Tony left Scottsdale 

as a Management Analyst in 1990 to become 

the Executive Assista nt to the City 

Manager/Management Analyst in Beverly Hills.  

He moved up in the Beverly Hills organization to 

Budget Audit Manager in 1993; General 

Services Director in 1996 and Deputy City 

Manager in 2001.  Tony was appointed Rolling 

Hills City Manager in  January, 2007 following 

the untimely passing of former City Manager 

Craig Nealis .  Tony has a BA from the University 

of California and an MPA from American 

University.  Tony served as a Regional Vice 

President on the ICMA Executive Board from 

October, 200 2 to September, 2005.  He is an 

ICMA Credentialed Manager and has earned 

a 20-year ICMA Service Award.  

 

 

 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/  

 

Listen to Country Music Singer Casey Simpson  

www.myspace.com/caseysimpsonmusic 

 

 

The story is in the blanket, a WW II US Navy blanket 

that came back from the war.  It has been a beach 

blanket for more than 40 -years. Three of the 

Simpson girls sit on it at San Clemente du ring the 

summer of 2009.  (L to R):  Kellee Hearther, Jacki 

"Cookie" Beebe and Samantha Simpson.  

 

When Town Administrator Alex McIntyre  

resigned to take the Tiburon Town Manager 

post in 2000, Angela Howard , a 10-year Portola 

Valley  Town staff veteran, was appointed to fill 

the position in an òInterimó capacity.  After a 

full recruitment effort, Angela was appointed 

Town Manager.  Portola Valley  is located in 

San Mateo County.  It has a population of 

about 4,500 that ranks as one of the top forty 

wealthiest towns in the U.S. in terms of annual 

household income.  It is home to many Silicon 

Valley executives and Stanford University 

faculty. Angela has held many Portola Valley 

positions, including:  Deputy Town Clerk, 

Deputy Treasurer, Senior Deputy Town Clerk, 

Assistant to the Town Administrator, and of 

course, Town Administrator; a title that has 

been changed to Town Manager.  Angela was 

born in Italy and moved to Menlo Park  with her 

family when she was 6. Assistant Town 

Manager Janet McDougall  helps Angela wit h 

the task of managing the peaceful town that is 

situated on top of the San Andreas Fault, one 

of the most dangerous earthquake faults in the 

world.  The town incorporated in 1964 to slow 

growth and maintain a rural ambiance.  

 

"Dreams are the touchstones o f our character."   

                                                  -- Henry David Thoreau  

 

 

http://www.mercergroupinc.com/
http://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.myspace.com/caseysimpsonmusic
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Hills, Valleys and Canyons              

City Managers  

Scotts Valley  is a beautiful Santa Cruz County 

community of a little more than 11,000 folks.  

One of its most famous residents was 

Hollywood film director Alfred Hitchcock .  

When City Manager Charles òChuckó 

Comstock  decided to retire in 2008, Deputy 

City Manager Stephen H. Ando  was selected 

to fill the post.  Steve originally came to the 

area to work in the Santa  Cruz Finance 

Department as Assistant Director.  He started 

his college career at the University of 

California, Santa Barbara, and later transferred 

to Cal Poly San Luis Obispo where he earned 

his BA in accounting.  He later earned his CPA 

and worked in pr ivate side jobs in  Bakersfield  

and Walnut Creek  before joining the Santa 

Cruz staff.  He moved to Scotts Valley  as 

Finance Director in 1991 and in early 2006 he 

was appointed Deputy City Manager. He 

currently retains the Finance Director title along 

with b eing City Manager.  

 

"There is nothing like a dream to create the future."                                                                                                                                                                                              

-- Victor Hugo  

 

 

 

http://www.morelandservices.com/  

 

 

 

http://caltrust.org/  

Contact Lyle Defenbaugh about CalTRUST investment 

opportunities  for cities .  Lyle.Defenbaugh@wachoviaps.com  

 

 

Experienced in conducting personnel ð 

and internal affairs investigations.  

www.willdan.com  

 

http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/  

 

We missed a few obvious "hills" and a couple of 

"valleys" in this issue, but we have produced a 

good representative list within the available 

space.  Agoura Hills  City Manager Greg 

Ramirez , a former League of Californi a Cities 

staffer, has been mentioned in previous issue, 

though information on h im is difficult to come 

by.  Veteran Cerritos  ("Little hills") City Manager 

Art Gallucci , who formerly worked in parks and 

recreation with the old Southeast Parks & 

Recreation Di strict, has been mention 

previously too, though his bio information is 

allusive.   Los Altos Hills and Hidden Hills  City 

Managers are Carl Cahill  and Cherie L. Paglia .  

Laguna Hills , Moreno Valley , Beverly Hills, and 

Simi Valley  City Managers Bruce Channing , 

Bob Gutierr ez, Rod Wood  and Mike Sedell  

have been previous ly listed . Bruce serves on 

the League's City Managers' Department 

Board and as a member of the CCMF Board . 

Bruce is also the Chair of the successful CCMF 

Annual City Manager Golf Tournament.  B ob  

teaches and  serves as a Board Member of the 

International Hispanic Network.   Though retired, 

Rod continues as Interim City Manager and as 

the Cal -ICMA Chair.  Mike  teaches , and is 

known for his  effective lobbying at the State 

and Federal levels.  We hope  that this 

newsletter has been fun and interesting.  

Please let us know your thoughts.   

 

 

 

http://www.morelandservices.com/
http://caltrust.org/
mailto:Lyle.Defenbaugh@wachoviaps.com
http://www.willdan.com/
http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/

