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With the faltering economy, California State 

government, in order to meet its spending program, 

says it was forced to give Cal ifornia local 

governments unprecedented economic stress.  

Experience shows that the State nearly always looks 

to local government when it cannot balance its 

revenues with expenditures.   

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger  said, "Our state 

faces the most challe nging budget in its history."  He 

explained, "The combined effect of our structural 

deficit and the dramatic decline in revenues due to 

the international economic crisis have produced a 

two -year deficit of $41.6 billion - nearly half of our 

projected 2009 -10 revenues."  He said, "The shortfall is 

too large to be addressed only with spending cuts, 

or only with tax increases.  We have to use every tool 

at our disposal."  (Continued on Page 2)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retired Journalist Larry Lane , a former staff writer and 

ed itor for the Los Angeles Times and other 

publications including newspapers in Las Vegas and 

Florida.  Larry currently lives with his wife Apple in the 

French Quarter in New Orleans.  He got together 

with retired City Manager Jack A. Simpson  of 

Trackdown wh ile he was in town this month for a 

special birthday celebration for one of his 

newspaper business mentors.   It is important to 

protect relationships.  
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www.keenan.com  
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This is the working environment backdrop for 

city leaders in 2009.  The State's budget includes 

a devastating taking of $2.05 billion in 

redevelopment fund s: $1.7 in fiscal year 2009 -10 

and another $350 million in fiscal year 2010 -11 

to mee t State budget obligations.  John Shirey  

and the CRA Board contends that the taking is 

an unconstitutional action.  CRA and many 

cities are joining to take legal action.  

League of California Cities President Judy 

Mitchell , Mayor of Rolling Hills Estates, notes:  

"We were pleased that the Legislature finally 

heard arguments from economists and legal 

experts that stealing local gas taxes not only 

violated the state constitution, but it would 

have devastated the maintenance of local 

streets and created true lo cal public safety 

problems.  We continue, however, to be 

concerned that the budget contains a clearly 

unconst itut ional diversion of loca l 

redevelopment funds,  and we believe the state 

should not count on that rev enue materializing. " 

City Manager Leaders  mu st deal with these 

difficult times at their "day job" in their various 

cities, and then volunteer and dedicate 

additional time to city management leadership 

roles.  We acknowledge these efforts .   

 

 

 

http://www.w olfhousing.com/  

 

 

http://www.piperjaffray.com  

Cal -ICMA Chair Rod Wood , Beverly Hills City 

Manager, has announced his retirement, and 

Alternate Chair Wally Bobkiewicz , Santa Paula  

City Manager is leaving the Sta te for an Illinois 

City Manager post.  The League of California 

Cities City Managers' Department President is 

Kevin Duggan , Mountain View  City Manager, 

and Santa Clarita  City Manager Ken Pulskamp  

is the President -elect.   Immediate Past -President 

in Santa Rosa City Manager Jeff Kolin . 

www.willdan.com  

California City Management Foundation 

President is Vista City Manager Rita Geldert , 

and Vice President is Atascadero  City Manager 

Wade McKinney .   City Managers on the CCM F 

Board include:  Mike Parness  of Napa , Laura 

Raines of Millbrae , Bruce Channing  of Laguna 

Hills, Linda Barton  of Livermore , Glenn Southard  

of Indio , and Jeff Kolin of Santa Rosa .  Assistants 

Pam Easter  of Rancho Cucamonga  and Hilary 

Straus of Hanford  also serve on the CCMF 

Board.  

California City Management Foundation  

 
Every California City Manager Should Be A Member!  

www.cacitymanagers.org  

 

The current M MASC President is Laura Biery  of Santa 

Clarita , and the incoming President is Carl Alameda  

of La Cañada Flintridge .  The MMANC President is 

Lisa Achen  of Roseville, and the Vice President is 

Anthony Eulo  of Morgan Hill . 

http://www.keenan.com/
http://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.piperjaffray.com/
http://www.willdan.com/
http://www.cacitymanagers.org/
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Beverly Hills City Manager 

Roderick J. òRodó Wood is the 

current Chair of the Cal -ICMA 

Board of Directors.  Rod is also a 

Past President of the City 

Managers' Department of the 

League of California Cities.  Rod 

was an Administ rative Intern in 

Escondido  in February, 1972, and in November 

of that year he took an Assistant Planner post 

there.  Four -years later Rod was promoted to 

Associate Planner and in January, 1980 Rod was 

appointed Assistant City Manager.  He was the 

Escondido  City Manager between December, 

1981 and August, 1982 when he resume his 

duties as Assistant City Manager.  Rod left 

Escondido  in 1989 to become the City Manager 

in Indian Wells , and in 1992 he was selected to 

be the Novato  City Manager.  Rod was 

appointed  City Manager in Beverly Hills in 

January, 2004.  Rod has announced his 

retirement, and is currently officially the Interim 

City Manager in Beverly Hill while the 

recruitment for his replacement proceeds.  He 

has an AA from Palomar Community College 

where he majored in architecture and urban 

planning, and a BPA from San Diego State 

University.  Rod also has certificates from 

George Washington University School of 

Business Management, and the University of 

California, Berkeley Goldman School on Public 

Policy .  Demonstrating his strong commitment to 

excellence in public management, Rod has 

lectured at many colleges and universities, 

including: Harvard; UCLA; the University of 

California, Berkeley; UC San Diego and San 

Diego State University. Rod has been award ed 

a 35-year ICMA Service Award.   

http://www.ci.beverly -

hills.ca.us/government/policy/manager/biography_of_city_mana

ger_roderick_wood.asp  

 

 

 

 

www.MathisGroup.net  

Vista City Manager Rita L. Geldert  began her 

career in 1978 in the Vacaville  Personnel 

Department.  She left her Personnel Director 

post in September, 1984 to become the 

Merced  Assistant City Manager. In November, 

1992 Rita moved south to become the Director 

of Finance & Administration in Dana Point . In 

1995 she was appointed Assistant City Manager 

in Vista and she was appointed to the top spot 

in 1997.  Rita is the current Presiden t of the 

California City Management Foundation .  She is 

a member of Women Leading Government.  

Rita has earned a 25 -year ICMA Service Award.    

Mountain  View  City Manager Kevin C. Duggan  

is currently the President of the City Managersõ 

Department of the L eague of California Cities.  

Kevin is also a Past -President of Cal -ICMA, and 

served for a time on the CCMF Board.  Kevin 

began his career as an Intern in Mountain View  

in June, 1971.   A year later Kevin took an Intern 

position in Campbell .  He became a Ca mpbell 

Staff Assistant in 1973, Administrative Assistant in 

1974, Assistant to the City Manager in 1976, and 

Assistant City Manager in 1982.  Kevin was 

appointed to the Campbell  City Manager post 

in 1984, and served there until 1990 when he 

was selected to  be the Mountain View  City 

Manager.  Kevin has a BA and an MPA from 

San Jose State University.  He participated in the 

ICMA Exchange Program to Ireland in 1998.  

Kevin has earned a 35 -year ICMA Service 

Award.  

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm  

http://www.ci.beverly-hills.ca.us/government/policy/manager/biography_of_city_manager_roderick_wood.asp
http://www.ci.beverly-hills.ca.us/government/policy/manager/biography_of_city_manager_roderick_wood.asp
http://www.ci.beverly-hills.ca.us/government/policy/manager/biography_of_city_manager_roderick_wood.asp
http://www.mathisassociates.com/
http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm
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Trackdown Posse Roster  

Gregory Korduner , Huntington Park  * 

Howard Chambers , Lakewood  

Mike Egan , Bellflower  

Ernie Garcia , Norwalk  

Joe Tanner , City Manager                                                                                            

Bob Adams , Vallejo  

Bob Gutierrez , Moreno Valley  

Dave Carmany , Seal Beach  

Maria Dadian,  Artesia  

Linda Lowry , Pomona  ** 

Ken Bayless , Greater L.A. Vector Control District  

Jeff Stewart , Los Alamitos  

Kevin OõRourke, Urban Futures, Inc.  

Tom Odom , Lomita                                                                                                                                                                      

George Rodericks , Belvedere                                                                                                                                                        

June Catalano , Pleasant Hill  

Nelson Oliva , Hercules  

Richard Ramirez , American Canyon  

Vern Lawson , Lancaster  ** 

Fran Delach , Azusa 

Bill Kelly , Urban Futur es, Inc.  

Chris Kelly , Chino Hills 

Don Penman , Arcadia  

Jason Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son  

Anthony Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son  

Paul Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son  

Bill Crowe , El Segundo  

Gerald W. Forde , McFarland  

Steve R. Thatcher , SRT Associates 

Ernesto Marquez , Hawaiian Gardens  

Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan , La Mirada  (Retired)  

Bob & Nadean Dickey , South Gate  

Deborah Lopez , Pico Rivera  

Glenn Southard , Indio  

Jan Perkins , Management Partners  

Andy Takata , Yucca Valley  

Marcia Raines,  Millbrae  

Gene Roger s, Moreno Valley  (Retired)  

Anthony R. Ybarra , South El Monte  

Arthur C. Simonian , Simonian Consulting, Inc.  

Mike Segrest , Moraga  

Bob Griego , Irwindale  

Ken Caresio , Retired City Manager  

Greg Nordbak , Midway City Sanitary District  

Carlos Urrutia , Rocklin  

Mich ael P. Busch , Urban Futures, Inc.  

David M. Jinkens, South Lake Tahoe  

Wade McKinney, Atascadero  

Mike & Judie Sedell, Simi Valley  

Andy Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates  

Fred Guido, County of Los Angeles                                                                                                                          

Tim Kerr, òIn Transitionó 

Doug LaBelle , Chino Hills  (Retired)        

City of Cerritos                                                                                                          

John Keisler , Long Beach                             

Sheryl Lindsey -Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                                    

Sam Olivito , California Contract Cities Association                                                                                      

Bob Dominguez , Placentia  (Retired)                                                                      

Jack Lam , Rancho Cucamonga                                                                                

Larry F. Pennell , Wasco  (Retired)                                                                                        

Phil Vince , Martinez                                                                                                  

Gary Chicots , Retired  City Manager                                                                        

Rod B. Butler, Crescent City                                                                                     

Jerry Gruber , Atherton  

 

 

 

www. joneshall .com  

California's 2009                       

City Manager Leadership  

Oxnard  City Manager Edmund F. Sotelo  is 

finishing up his three -year term as an ICMA West 

Coast Regional Vice President.  Ed started his 

career as a Personnel Analyst  in Compton .  In 

1981 Ed became an Economic Development 

Specialist in Compton ; then Special Assistant to 

the City Manager in 1982; and Assistant City 

Manager in November, 1986.  Ed was 

appointed City Manager in Colton  in 1990, and 

in July, 1991 he was sele cted to serve as 

Assistant City Manager in Pasadena .  Ed moved 

to his current position as Oxnard  City Manager 

in February, 1998.  Ed has a BS and an MPA from 

California State University.  He has earned a 30 -

year ICMA Service Award.  

 

 

 

http://caltrust.org/                                                          
Contact Lyle Defenbaugh  about CalTRUST investment 

opportunities  for cities .  Lyle.Defenbaugh@wachoviaps.com  

El Cerrito  Assistant City Manager Karen E. Pinkos  

is an ICMA West Coast Regional Vice President.  

She began her public management career as 

an Assistant to the City Manager in Oak Park, 

Michigan.  In 2001 she came to El Cerritos for a 

similar position and in 2006 she was appointed 

Assistant City Manager.  Karen has a BA and an 

MPA from Oakland University, Michigan.  She 

has earned a 10 -year ICMA Service Award and 

she has remain quite active in professional 

development activities throughout her career.   

 

 

 

http://www.joneshall.com/
http://caltrust.org/
mailto:Lyle.Defenbaugh@wachoviaps.com
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http://www.parsinfo.org/  

 

   

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/     
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In 2005 Santa Clarita  City Manager Ken 

Pulskamp  was awarded an ICMA Program 

Excellence Award for Outstanding Partnerships: 

Public -Private. This past year Ken was awarded 

the League of California Cities Award for the 

advancement of Diverse Communities.  Ken is 

the President -Elect of the City Manag ersõ 

Department of the League of California Cities.  

He began his career as a Management Analyst 

in Fresno in 1980.  In 1982 he was appointed to 

a Fresno Deputy City Manager post.  Ken left 

Fresno in 1986 to become Assistant City 

Manager/Administrator in Bakersfield .  In 1987 

he became the Assistant City Manager, 

Development.  He left Bakersfield  in 1988 to 

become the Assistant City Manager in Santa 

Clarita .  He served as  Interim City Manager for 

about five months prior to being appointed 

Santa Clarita  City  Manager in 2002.  Ken has a 

BA from California State University and an MPA 

from the University of San 

Francisco.  He has earned a 25 -

year ICMA Service Award. 

When away from his City Hall 

duties, Ken enjoys traveling and 

has journeyed to more than 70 

forei gn countries.  

http://www.santa -

clarita.com/cityhall/cmo/citymanager.asp       

Apologies to Brock Arner!  

Melanie Arner Corona  of Piper 

Jaffray  was good enoug h to point 

out that we missed one of the 

long -standing members of the 

California City Manager "A -

List"...her father San Pablo  City Manager Brock Arner .  

Brock started his career in Los Alamitos  after 

returning from Viet Nam.  Here is how Melanie 

describes her Dad's career path:  

He began his career as the City Manager in 

Sonoma, on December 3, 1979, four months before 

the birth of my middle sister. He and my mom took a 

leap of faith by leaving their families, friends and all 

theyõd ever known for him to become òHead Chiefó 

in Sonoma.  I was three when we moved from 

Southern California.   Heõd been the Director of 

Administrative Services in the City of Los Alamitos, 

after starting there in a smaller role after his 

deployment in Vietnam.   He graduated from UC 

Santa Barbara, playing football (as an offensive 

guard) there and on the offensive line as a Golden 

Bear at Cal.  He has a B.A. in History from UCSB and 

an MPA from USC.  After a 15 year stint (1979 -1994) in 

Sonoma, he served as City Manager in Sausalito 

from 1994-2000, and then as Interim Community 

Services Director for nine months in San Pablo.   He 

assumed his current post as the City Manager in San 

Pablo in July 2001 and has been there since.   He is 

one of Californiaõs longest, continuously serving City 

Ma nagers.  

He is the first of his family to graduate from college, 

was inducted into the Buena Park High School 

Athletic Hall of Fame in 1991, and has a long history 

of volunteering in his community to make it a better 

place.  He was my first basketball coach  and still one 

of my favorite coaches of all time.  He is an avid 

golfer and unwavering supporter of his three 

daughters, two of which were also college athletes. 

Since our athletic careers are over, heõs now a 

devoted, and at times rabid, fan of Cal footb all and 

all things Golden Bear.   He lives in Sonoma, is an 

ordained minister through the Universal Life Church, 

performed both of my sistersõ weddings, and is crazy 

about his two grandchildren.  He is one of my 

greatest heroes.  

http://www.ci.san -

pablo.ca.us/main/citymanagerdepartment.htm  

 

http://www.parsinfo.org/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.santa-clarita.com/cityhall/cmo/citymanager.asp
http://www.santa-clarita.com/cityhall/cmo/citymanager.asp
http://www.ci.san-pablo.ca.us/main/citymanagerdepartment.htm
http://www.ci.san-pablo.ca.us/main/citymanagerdepartment.htm
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http://www.jones -mayer.com/  
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Poway  City Manager Rod Gould  began his 

working career with the 

Federal Department of 

Health, Education, and 

Welfare in Washington, D.C. 

as an Analyst, and he was a 

VISTA volunteer in San 

Francisco starting in 1979 

the year he graduated from 

Yale University.  In N ovember, 1983 Rod took a 

consultant assignment in California with D eloitte 

Haskins & Sells, and also worked with the Boston 

Housing Authority.  After two years on the 

òprivate sideó Rod was selected to be the 

Assistant to the City Manager in Walnut Creek  in 

1986, and he was promoted to Assistant City 

Manager in December, 1988.  In October, 1991 

Rod was appointed to the Monrovia  City 

Manager post where he served until 1996 when 

he ventured back to Northern California as the 

San Rafael  City Manager.  In Decem ber, 2005 

Rod made his way back south to his current 

position as City Manager in Poway .  Rod has a 

BA in Economics and Political Science from Yale 

and an MPA from Harvard University, as well as, 

a Masters in Education.  He currently sits as an 

Executive Of ficer of the City Managersõ 

Department of the League of California Cities 

as the Department Director.  Rod is a Past -

President of the Leagueõs City Managersõ 

Department, serving between 2004 and 2006, 

beginning his regular term early with an 

unforeseen vac ancy.  Rod has earned a 20 -

year ICMA Service Award.  Rod was born in 

Pittsburgh Pennsylvania in 1957.  

http://www.poway.org/Index.aspx?page=226  

 

 

 

http: //www.morelandservices.com/  

Jeffrey C. Kolin  began his public 

management career in August, 

1980 as a Recreation 

Superintendent in Newport Beach , 

and in 1985 in went to the City of 

Anaheim  for a similar position.  Jeff 

left Anaheim  in January, 1989 to 

be come the Director of Parks & Recreation in 

Santa Clarita  where he worked until leaving in 

1996 when he was appointed City Manager in 

Pittsburg .  Jeff was recruited for his current 

position of Santa Rosa  City Manager in August, 

2000.  Jeff has a BA and MA i n Sociology from 

California State University, Long Beach.  He is 

the Immediate Past President of the City 

Managersõ Department of the League of 

California Cities, and he is a member of the 

Board of the California City Management 

Foundation .  The City of Santa Rosa  was 

designated an All -America City by the National 

Civic League o n Jeffõs watch.  Jeff is knows to 

be an avid bicycle rider.  He has earned a 25 -

year ICMA Service Award.   http://ci.santa -

rosa.ca.us/departments/cityadmin/Pages/default.aspx  

 

 

 

www.msw -consultants.com  

 

 

 

http://www.styo.com/  

 

http://www.jones-mayer.com/
http://www.poway.org/Index.aspx?page=226
http://www.morelandservices.com/
http://ci.santa-rosa.ca.us/departments/cityadmin/Pages/default.aspx
http://ci.santa-rosa.ca.us/departments/cityadmin/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.msw-consultants.com/
http://www.styo.com/
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Linda M. Barton is the Vice President of the City 

Managersõ Department of the League of 

California Cities, and a member of the 

California City Management Foundation Board.  

She began her public management career in 

1974 as a Management A nalyst for the 

Colorado Department of Commerce.  In 1975 

Linda was hired as an Administrative Assistant in 

Lakewood, Colorado, and in 1978 she became 

Assistant to the City Manager.  In January, 1980 

Linda left Lakewood to become the City 

Manager in Corvall is, Oregon.  Nearly 5 and a 

half years later Linda moved to Minnesota to be 

the Burnsville City Manager.  She left Burnsville in 

1991 to serve as a State of Minnesota 

Department of Employee Relations 

Commissioner.  Linda next moved to Texas as 

the City Man ager in Bedford, Texas.  In 

February, 1997 she was appointed Deputy City 

Manager in Bellevue, Washington, and she 

came to California in February, 2001 for her 

current position as Livermore  City Manager.  

Linda has a BA from Colorado College and an 

MPA from  the University of Colorado.  Linda has 

a 25-year ICMA Service Award.  

 
http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/  

 

Municipal Law Services                                 

Colantuono & Levin     

www.CLLAW.US 

 

 

Women L eading Government (WLG)              

A Cal -ICMA Coaching Program   WLG is designed to 

assist female managers in their career development.     

http://icma.org/main/bc.asp? t=0&bcid=971  

 

 

Six of the 8                 

Jack & Susan Simpson 

Grandchildren: (L to R): 

Katie, Eric, Dani, Jamie, 

Jessie and Tyler.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.tischlerbise.com  

 

 

 

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com  

Indio  City Manager Glenn D. Southard  is a long -

time member of the California City 

Management Foundation and has been 

involved in the planning and conducting of city 

manager training courses and seminars for 

many years. Glenn began his career in 1974 as 

an Administrative Services Officer in Riverside.  

In 1981 he was appointed Assistant to the City 

Manager in West Covina , and he left there in 

1985 when he was hired by San Juan 

Capistrano  to be  the Assistant City Manager.  In 

June, 1988 Glenn was appointed Claremont  

City Manager where he served until 2005.  That 

year he moved to the Indio  City Manager post.  

Glenn has a BA from San Diego State University 

and an MPA from C alifornia State University.  In 

1987 Glenn was Awarded the ICMA Program 

Excellence Award for Collaborative Children 

and Youth Initiatives, and in 1997 he was the 

recipient of ICMAõs Clarence E. Ridley In-Service 

Training Award.  Glenn has earned a 30 -year 

ICMA Service Award.  

 


