%, Trackdown July, 2009
4

Management Services Volume 3, No. 7

AProviding thread to help st

fabric of the City Mana

www.trackdownmanagement.net

Jack A. and Susan Simpson, 16707 Gerritt Avenue, Cerritos, California 90703 -1442

Office No. 562/ 926-0800; Cell Nos. 562/896-5424 & 310-418-1035
jack@trackdownmanagement.net ;and jsimpson@trackdownmanagement.net

Public Managers Who Are
Present or Former Members of the
Simi Valley City Staff

Former Temple City City Manager Denise
Ovrom, currently an executive with The HdL
Companies and a  Simi Valley city staff alumnus,
suggested that we develop a list of Simi Valley
veterans. Denise even went further than
that...she provided a starter list for our use.

Summer time means swim lessons for youngsters

Some of those on Denise's list are not current throughout the land, especially in the coastal States
members of ICMA and are not listed in the like California . Tyler Pouncéy is seen here in the
ICMA Who 's Who Directory. This, of course, Cerritos Aquatic Center pool. In many cities the
means that cleaver research is needed to find economic downturn ha s caused suffering revenue
out about these folk s. Well, it turns out that we streams resulting in  many part -time parks and
are not all that cleaver, but we have pieced recreation  staffing cuts and 2009 program

terminations.  Though this is the case for local
governments, State officials continue to consider
"taking" local revenues to meet State budg et

(Continued on Page 2) expenditures.

together what we think is a good representative
list of Simi Valley veterans.
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Trackdown Posse Roster

Gregory KordunerHuntington Park
Howard ChambersLakewood
Mike EganBellflower
Ernie GarciaNorwalk
Joe TannerCity Manager
Bob GutierrezMoreno Valley

Dave CarmanySeal Beach
Maria Dadian Artesia
Linda lowry, Pomona**

Ken BaylessGreater L.A. Vector Control District
Jeff Stewart Los Alamitos
YS@AY h Orbed Bonies Inc.
Tom Odom Lomita
George Roderick8Belvedere

June CatalanpPleasanHill
Nelson OlivaHercules
Richard RamirezZAmerican Canyon
Vern LawsonLancaster*
Fred DiazFremont
Fran DelachAzusa
Bill Kelly, Urban Futures, Inc.
Chris KellyChino Hills
Don PenmanArcadia
Jason Gonsalvedoe A. Gonsalves & Son
Anthony Gonslves Joe A. Gonsalves & Son
Paul Gonsalvesloe A. Gonsalves & Son
Bill Crowe EI Segundo
Gerald W. FordeMcFarland
Steve R. ThatchelSRT Associates
Ernesto MarquezHawaiian Gardens
Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloaha MiradaRetired)
Bob & Nadean DickeySouh Gate
Deborah LopezPico Rivera
Glenn Southardindio
Jan PerkinsManagement Partners
Andy TakataYucca Valley
Marcia RainesMillbrae
Gene RogerdMoreno Valley(Retired)
Anthony R. YbarraSouth EI Monte
Arthur C. SimonianSimonian Consulting, Inc.
Mike SegrestMoraga
Bob Griegolrwindale
Ken CaresipRetired City Manager
Greg NordbakMidway City Sanitary District
Carlos UrrutiaRocklin
Michael P. BuschUrban Futures, Inc.
David M. JinkensSouth Lake Tahoe
Wade McKinneyAtascadero
Mike & Jude Sedell Simi Valley
Andy LazzarettoA.C. Lazzaretto & Associates
Fred GuidoCounty of Los Angeles

TimKerE aLy ¢NIyaAdaz2ye

Doug L&elle ChinoHills (Retired)
City of Cerritos
John KeislerLong Beach
Sheryl LindseyBoell, CH2MHILL OMI

Sam Olivitg California Contract Cities Association

Bob DominguezPlacentiaRetired)

Jack LamRancho Cucamonga

Larry F. PennelWasco(Retired)
Phil Vince Martinez
Gary ChicotsRetired City Manager
RodB. Butler, Crescet City
Jerry GruberAtherton

THE [
COMPANIES

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/

Simi Valley Alumni

Simi Valley is located in the southeast corner of
Ventura County. It was once the living and
hunting grounds of the Chu mash Indians, who
settled much of the region from the Salinas
Valley to the Santa Monica Mountains dating
back 10 ,000 - 12,000 years ago. Yes! Before
City Managers!

Simi Valley incorporated in 1969 when the area
only had a population of about 10,000
residents. The city is know as the home of the
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library, Grandma
Prisbrey's Bottle Village and Rancho Simi. The
motion  picture industry and television
productions have visited the area countless
times. The long running television series
Gunsmoke and M*A*S*H used the surrounding
hills for filming.

The name Simi Valley is said to origin ate from
the Chumash Indian word  "Shimiyi," which refers
to the tread -like clou ds that stream through the
region. Simi Valley is thought to be a well -
planned and well governed co mmunity, with
excellent public services. It has repeatedly
appeared on lists as one of the Safest Cit ies in
America. The 2005 Census estimated the city's
po pulation at 118,687.
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City Manager Newsletter

Simi Valley Alumni

Michael J. Sedell has served as the Simi Valley
City Manager since June, 1995. Mike began his
career in Simi Valley in 1972 as an Administrative
Assistant. In 1975 he became the Assistant to
the City Manager and in 1979 he was
appointed Deputy City Manager. For nearly 4 -
years between 1986 and December, 1989 Mike
served as the Chief of Staff to a Member of
Congress. This experienc e ga ve Mike a solid
understanding of the Federal Government and

how the Congress and State Legislature
operate. In 1986 Mike was appointed Assistant
City Man ager, and in 1995 he became the Simi
Valley City Manager. Mike has a BA from
Califo rnia State Uni versity, Northridge, and an
MPA from USC He has earned a 30 -year ICMA
Services Award.

Keenan

Associates

www.keenan.com

Mike Sedell became the Simi_ Valley City
Manager when former City Manager Lin
Koester left the City in 1995 t o be the Chief
Administrative Officer for Ventura County.
Current Assistant City Managers include Dan
Paranick and Laura Behjan. Mayor Paul Miller
is a former Simi Valley Chief of Police, and the
founder and Past President of the Simi Valley
Police Foun dation. Council Member  Steven T.
Sojka is also a Past President of the Foundation.
Council Member Marsha McLean has gained
notoriety for her awesome "tap dancing"
message to the State regarding the budget
crisis and the State's lack of accountability.

KINSELL, NEWCOMB @ DE DIOS, INC.
|

NVESTMENT BANKING

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm
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PiperJaffray.

http://www.piperjaffray.com

Bruce A. Altman began his public management
career in 1961 as and Assistant City Manager in
Claremont . In 1964 Bruce moved north to be
an Administrative Assistant in  Newark and in
1965 he was appointed Newark City Manager.
In 1968 Bruce was appointed City Manager in
Brisbane. In 1970 Bruce was selected to serve
as the Simi Valley City Manager. He left in 1974
to take the position of Public Administrator in Los
Angeles County. In August of 1978 Bruce
became the Deputy Director of the Los Angeles
County Mechanical Department.  Following
about three years in private business starting in
1980, Bruce took the Palm Desert City Manager
post where he served until July, 1995. He has
earned a 3 0O-year ICMA Service Award. Bru ce
has a BS from Arizona State University.

WILLDAN

Financial Services

www.willdan.com

Shortly after Bruce Altman came to Simi Valley,
William A. Huston began his career there as an
Administrative Assistant starting in November,
1970. In June, 1972 Bill was appointed Assistant
to the City Manager where he served until
moving north to be the Assistant City
Administrator of  Millborae in 1975. Bill was
selected to be the Millbrae City Manager in
October, 1978 and served there until he was
recruited as the Tustin City Manager in 1981
where he still serves. Bill has a BA from
California State University and an MPA from
USC. BIill has earned a 35 -year ICMA Service
Award.
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Walf & Gopany e
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Urban Futures Inc.
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Simi Valley Alumni

"‘ _“WSspeaking of  Tustin, Laura C.

Kuhn began h er career in the
Tustin Planning Department in
1984. After serving as an
Assistant Planner, an Associate
Planner and a Senior Planner,
Laura left Tustinto become the
Planning & Zoning Director in
Camp Verde, Arizona in 1989. In January, 1992
Laura became the Deputy Director/City
Planner in Simi Valley. In 1996 Laura left her Simi
Valley post to become the Deputy City
Manager in Scotts Valley . In October, 2 005
Laura was appointed Assistant City Manager in
Vacaville . Following David Van Kirk 's retirement
last year, Laura was appointed Interim City
Manager in Decem ber, 2008, and has now had
the "interim" removed from her titte . She has a
BS in Urban and Regi onal Planning from
Californ ia Polytechnical University , Pomona and
an MPA from Ca lifornia State University, Long

Beach.
http://www.ci.vacaville.ca.us/departments/administrative_services/citymanagerm.php

Mathis Group

www.MathisGroup.net
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Moreland
PERSONNEL SERVICES
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http://www.morelandservices.com/

Arcadia City Manager Don Penman started his
career in 1974 as an Intern in  Arcadia . In
September, 1975 Don was appointed to an
Administrativ e Assistant slot in Simi Valley. In
December, 1978 Don was made a Senior
Administrative  Assistant and then in 1979 he
became Assistant to the City Manager. Don
became Deputy City Manager in 1981 and
served in that post until he was appointed City
Admini strator of San Fernando in November,
1982. In January, 1990 Don was appointed City
Manager in Baldwin Park . He went back to  Simi
Valley as the Assistsant City Manager in 1994.
Don was appointed Assistant City Manger in
Arcadia in 1998 and served in that post until
January, 2008 when he was elevated to City
Manager following  Bill Kelly's retirement. Don
has a BA from California State University and an
MPA from USC He has earned a 30 -year ICMA
Service Award. We will always remember a
long -ago comfortable eveni ng at a lounge in
the St. Francis Hotel in San Francisco with Don
and his beautiful wife Debbie.

Sheila M. Ritz began her public management
career as an Administrative  Intern in 1974 in Simi
Valley . Later that year Sheila became an
Administrative Aide and t hen in January, 1975
she was appointed Administrative Assistant in
Simi Valley. In January, 1978 Sheila took a City
Council Assistant position in Eugene, Oregon,
and in 984 she was appointed Assistant to the
City Manager in Albany, Oreg on. Sheila was
selected for the Wood Village , Oregon City
Administrator post in 1987, and continues to
served there. She has a BA from Kansas
University and an MPA from USC. Sheila has
earned a 30 -year ICMA Service Award.
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Simi Valley Alumni

Harold L.  Schilling started his  public
management career in the City Planning
Department in  Los Angeles in 1964. In October,
1968 Hal went to Gard en Grove as a Principal
Planner, and after he was elevated to Staff
Associate in 1969, he went to  Simi Valley as
Assistant City Manager in March, 1970. Hal was
appointed Deputy City Manager in 1973, and
served for a time in 1974 as "C ity Manager Pro
Tem." In February, 1974 Hal became the City
Manager of Milwaukie, Oregon. He moved
from there in 1979 to take the City Manager
post in Chandler, Arizona. In 1986 Ha | became
the Reno, Nevada City Manager, and moved
back to California in January, 1991 as  Lanca ster
City Manager. Between 1993 and 1995 Hal
served as Interim City Manager in Scappoose
and Cornelius, Oregon. In August, 1995 he was
appointed City Manager in Ontario, Oregon. In
November, 1998 Hal came back to California

as the City Manager of Indio where he served
until 2002. In 2006 Hal served as Interim City
Manager in Monmouth, Oregon. He has an AA
from Los Angeles Valley College, a BA from
California State University, and an MPA from
USC. Hal has earned a 35 -year ICMA Service
Award.

California_ City Management Foundation

€EMF

CALIFORNIA

CITY MANAGEMENT FOUNDATION

Every California City Manager Should Be A Member!
WWW.cacitymanagers.org
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JONES & MAYER

htt p://www.jones -mayer.com/

STONE &
YOUNGBERG

STY

http://www.styo.com/

Plan to join Casey Simpson at Cruisin' For a Cure!

In November , 1977 Raymond B. Taylor report for
his first city post as an Administrative Assistant in
Simi Valley. In December, 1980 Ray's job title
changed to "Administrative Officer,” and in
September, 1981 he moved to Rolling Hills
Estates as Assistant to the City Manager. Ray
was elevated to Assistant City Manager i n
Rolling Hills Estates in 1982. In May, 1985 he
went to Ojai as City Manager only to return to
Rolling Hills Estates in October to fill that city's
City Manager post. From April, 1990 un til July,
1991 Ray worked for a municipal executive
recruiter, but in June, 1991 he was selected to

be the City Manager in Malibu . He moved to
the Westlake Village City Manager post in
January, 1993 and is currently still there. Ray has

a BA and MA from California State University,
and a 25 -year ICMA Service Award. Westlake
Village incorporated in 1981. The city borders
the Malibu hills and is 9 miles from the ocean.
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Simi Valley Alumni

Vete ran City Manager, consultant and notable
author Leonard G. Wood began his career in
1966 as an Administrative Aide in Santa Ana . In
November, 1967 Len went to work in Burbank
first as an Intern and later as Administrative
Analyst. In 1969 he became a Senior
Administrative Assistant in Burbank , but left there
less than a year later to become the Assistant
City Manager & General Services Director in
Simi_Valley in March, 1970. Len became the
Simi_Valley Deputy City Manager in August,
1973. In December of that year he move to
Rancho Palos Verdes as City Manager. Len
served there until April, 1980 when he was
appointed City Manager in Claremont . Len left
Claremont in January, 1988 to esta blish Len
Wood & Associates. Since that time Len has
been active in local government affairs,
including service as Interim City Manager on a
number of occasions. We are uncertain if this is
a comprehensive list , but know that Len has
served as Interim City Manager in Bell, La Palma
(twice), Signal Hill, Colton , Goleta and he is
currently serving in Hemet. Len earned a 20 -
year ICMA Service Award bac  k in 1988. He has
a BA from Ca lifornia State University , Long
Beach and an MPA from USC.

J
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Former Livingston , Ceres and Turlock City Manager
Tim Kerr and his son at a Giant sgame , Fathers' Day 2009.

TischlerBise

Fiscal, Economic & Planning Consultants

www.tischlerbise.com

Robert R. Ovrom began his remarkable public
management career in December, 1970 as an
Administrative ~ Assistant in the then -newly
incorporated City of Simi Valley. While there he
held a number of posts including Personnel
Officer, Budget Officer, and Assistant to the City
Manager. In August, 1974 Bud became the
Assistant City Manager in  Monrovia , and served
in that post unti he was appointed City
Manager in 1977. Bud left Monrovia in 1983 to

take the City Manager position in Downey , and
he left there in 1985 to become Burbank City

Manager. In 2003 Bud went to the City of Los
Angeles as the Community Redevelopment
Agency Executiv e Director. In 2005 Bud joined
the Mayor Villaraigosa administration as the
Deputy Mayor for Community and Economic
Development. Bud has a BA from the University

of California, Santa Barbara and an MPA from
USC. Bud served in Guatemala in the Peace
Corp s for two and a half years starting in 1967.

"The Internet is more a force for evil than for good. It offers the

worst of humankind absolute license and anonymity --- and numerous
addictive pursuits over which to become obsessive. Kids are having
innocence and will power --- if not free will itself  --- stolen from

them." --- Dean Koontz, Relentless, 2009, Page 34
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