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 California Contract Cities Association 

Celebrates 50th Annual Conference  

Members of the California Contract Cities 

Association gathered in Indian Wells  May 14 -17, 2009 

at their 50th Annual Municipal Se minar.  Frank V. 

Zerunyan  of the Rolling Hills Estates City Council 

passed the President's gavel to Duarte  Mayor Lois 

Gaston  as cities throughout California  awaited their  

State "budget revise " fate on Governor Arnold 

Schwarzenegger 's watch, a Governor who  has 

claimed to be an advocate and believer in "home 

rule" and local governments.  Times of grave d istress 

are when it is most imp ortant for cities to pull 

together and work in concert to stave off the State 

Leaders who seem to  manage their spending 

progra ms by appropriating  local government 

revenues.  Though the economic downturn has hurt 

many cities, local government leaders have acted 

to manage needed local services and programs 

within their new budget constraints.  

(continued on Page 3)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

90-ye ar old Larry Chimbole & City Manager Doug Prichard .            

Larry Chimbole  a long -time Palmdale  Mayor and forme r 

State Assembly Member was sere naded when the CCCA 

gathering broke out in song in celebration of his 90th 

b irthday, and Rolling Hills Estates City Manager Doug 

Prichard  is a recipient of the organization's most prestigious 

awa rd, the El Matador Grande Award.  Previous recipients 

include: Ronald Reagan , when he served as Califonria's 

Governor; Jesse Unruh; Robert Finch ; Frank Bonelli ; Bill 

Cam pb ell ; Joe A. Gonsalves ; Pete Schabarum ; Frank G. 

Tripepi ; and Governor Pete Wilson  among others .  Doug's 

served as RHE City Manager for 19+ years.  

 

 

    

 

 

    

     

     

     



  
City Manager Newsletter       

 

            May , 2009 [2] 

Trackdown Posse Roster  
Gregory Korduner, Huntington Park *  

Howard Chambers, Lakewood 
Mike Egan, Bellflower 
Ernie Garcia, Norwalk 
Joe Tanner, Vallejo 

Bob Gutierrez, Moreno Valley 
Dave Carmany, Seal Beach 

Maria Dadian, Artesia 
Linda Lowry, Pomona **  

Ken Bayless, Greater L.A. Vector Control District 
Jeff Stewart, Los Alamitos 

YŜǾƛƴ hΩwƻǳǊƪŜ, Urban Futures, Inc. 
Tom Odom, Lomita                                                                                                                                                                      

George Rodericks, Belvedere                                                                                                                                                        
June Catalano, Pleasant Hill 

Nelson Oliva, Hercules 
Richard Ramirez, American Canyon 

Vern Lawson, Lancaster **  
Fred Diaz, Fremont 
Fran Delach, Azusa 

Bill Kelly, Urban Futures, Inc. 
Chris Kelly, Chino Hills 
Don Penman, Arcadia 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 
Anthony Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 
Bill Crowe, El Segundo 

Gerald W. Forde, McFarland 
Steve R. Thatcher, SRT Associates 

Ernesto Marquez, Hawaiian Gardens 
Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan, La Mirada (Retired) 

Bob & Nadean Dickey, South Gate 
Deborah Lopez, Pico Rivera 

Glenn Southard, Indio 
Jan Perkins, Management Partners 

Andy Takata, Yucca Valley 
Marcia Raines, Millbrae 

Gene Rogers, Moreno Valley (Retired) 
Anthony R. Ybarra, South El Monte 

Arthur C. Simonian, Simonian Consulting, Inc. 
Jay Tashiro, Moraga 

Bob Griego, Irwindale 
Ken Caresio, Retired City Manager 

Greg Nordbak, Midway City Sanitary District 
Carlos Urrutia, Rocklin 

Michael P. Busch, Urban Futures, Inc. 
David M. Jinkens, South Lake Tahoe 

Wade McKinney, Atascadero 
Mike & Judie Sedell, Simi Valley 

Andy Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates 
Fred Guido, County of Los Angeles                                                                                                                          

Tim KerrΣ άLƴ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴέ 
Doug LaBelle, Chino Hills  (Retired)       

City of Cerritos                                                                                                          
John Keisler, Long Beach                             

Sheryl Lindsey-Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                                    

Sam Olivito, California Contract Cities Association                                                                                      

Bob Dominguez, Placentia (Retired)                                                                      

Jack Lam, Rancho Cucamonga                                                                               

Larry F. Pennell, Wasco (Retired)                                                                            

Phil Vince, Martinez                                                                                                 

Gary Chicots, Retired City Manager                                                                        

Rod B. Butler, Crescent City 

 

 

 

 

Experienced in conducting personnel ð and internal 

affairs investigations . 

http://www.am ericanhomelandsolutions.com/  

Former City Manager Robert Dickey  and his wife Nadean 

Dickey .  Bob worked for the Southern California Edison Co. 

and  is currently the Public Works Director in South Gate . 

CCCA long -time Executive Director Sam Olivito  and his  

wife Sharon Olivito  are largely responsible for the 

organization's continued success.  

 

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm  

 

 

  

http://www.americanhomelandsolutions.com/
http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm
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50th Annual CCCA Conference  
 

Wednesday, May 13 :  After a thankfully  

uneventful drive (no accidents, flat tires  or 

heavy traffic)  to Indian Wells  from Cerritos , we 

self-parked in the parking structure at the 

Esmeralda Reso rt and Spa (everyone is 

conscience of budget cutting these days) and 

walked to the hotel registration desk.  

Paramount  Mayor Gene Daniels  and his wife 

Lucie Daniels  had just finished registering .  It is 

always nice to see and chat with old friends.   

 

After checking in I was assigned to room 6004, 

which is quietly just around the corner in the 

corridor surrounding  the centr al attrium, which is 

sometimes known as the "central hospitality  

room noise -way ."   Then I huffed and struggled  

my lugga ge to the room (another budget 

measure) and went in search of some lunch.   

The pool bar was peaceful and "scenic,"  and 

had some NASCAR news on the ir overhead  

televisions so it was there I had a delicious 

cheese burger in the cool -comfort of full -

throatled misters.   Shortly after finishing the food, 

Mayor Gene and Lucie joined me with their 

wonderful hospitality.  We reminised about 

Paramou nt events and characters, and old 

friends like City Manager Linda Benedetti -Leal , 

Community Services Director Vince Torres , Long 

Beach City Manager Pat West, and others.  

 

Cerritos  Council Member Jim Edwards  poses with Vince 

Torres, Paramount  Director of C ommunity Services at the 

2009 "Contract Cities" golf tourney.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

www. joneshall .com  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/    

On the way to the car and dinner that evening, 

I stopped in the lower lobby lounge area to say 

hello to a Bellflower  group:   Mayor Ray T. Smith, 

and Council Members Randy Bomgaars , and 

Ray Dunton  and his wife Dawn Dunton .  Randy is 

a Past -President of the California Contract Cities 

Association.  

 

Dinne r was at Ruth's Chris Steak House in Palm 

Desert  at the gracious invitation of Frank Tripepi .  

I am honored to have shared a table with Bill 

Pagett  of Willdan Engineering and his wife 

Donna Pagett , Greg Yamachika  of La Puente , 

Bob Dickey  of South Gate  and his wife Nadean 

Dickey , and Jennifer Hill  of eCivis.  It was a very 

nice group and the usual awesome Ruth's Chris 

cuisine. Some of the o ther s at the dinner  

included: Nelson Oliva  of Hercules ; Walter 

McKinney ; Vic Thies  of Willdan Homeland 

Solutions; Sam Olivito  an d Sharon Olivito  of 

CCCA; Lew Gluesing  of Willdan Engineering; 

Eric Scriven  of De La Rosa & Co. ; Mark Risco  of 

Willdan Financial Services; and the "Gonsalvi" 

including: Anthony Gonsalves , Evelyn 

Gonsalves , Jason Gonsalves , Tracy Gonsalves  

and Jerry Gonsalves . 

 

Back at the Esmeralda, I noticed Curt Pederson  

and Matt Knabe  enjoying cigars in the cooling 

evening air by the pool.  Sam & Sharon and 

Tony Olivito  enjoyed family in the lounge.  I 

shared an elevator with Supervisor Don Knabe  

and his wife Julie Knabe  on my way to bed.  

http://www.joneshall.com/
http://www.wolfhousing.com/
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http://www.piperjaffray.com  

 

50th Annual CCCA Conference  
 

Thursday, May 14 : Bright and early Thursday 

morning I walked across the Esmeralda's front 

parking area to the Indian Wells Golf Resort 

where the conference golfers were gathering 

for "Gaston's Desert Classic," (named for 

incoming President Lois Gaston , Mayor of 

Duarte) the 42nd Annual California Contract 

Cities Association Golf Tournament. Perhaps 

attendance was down, but to t he naked eye it 

looked like the tournament was as successful as 

ever.  I arrived at the golf course prior to 7 a.m. 

and watched the tournament players arrive, 

check -in and meander to their assigned golf 

carts.   

 

Many folks who partici pa ted took personal t ime 

off work to join the group paying the fees out of 

there own pockets.  Building and maintaining 

relationships is what makes organizations strong.  

Admittedly , there was no  exhaustive review of 

the entry list, but the city managers I noted 

include:  Darrell G eorge , Duarte  (Tournament 

Chair); Howard Chambers , Lakewood ; Mike 

Egan , Bellflower ; Ken Pulskamp , Santa Clarita ; 

Ernesto Marquez , Hawaiian Gardens ; Tony 

Ybarra , South El Monte ; and  Greg Korduner , 

Huntington Park .  Also among the many 

tournament participants were:  Los Angeles 

County Supervisor Don Knabe , CCCA's Sam 

Olivito , John Moreno & Vince Torres  of 

Paramount , South Gate 's Bob Dickey , Dr. Bill 

Mathis  of the Mathis Group, John Kelly  of TNT 

fireworks, Richard Fierro  of CDS, attorney Mark 

Steres, President Frank Zerunyan , Kevin Chun  of 

La Cařada Flintridge, Past President Tom 

Jackson , LASD Chief Roberta Abner , retired 

Huntington Park  City Manager Don Jeffers , and 

many others . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.parsinfo.org/  

Los Angeles County Supervisor Don Knabe  took time out 

from the large tasty  burgers they were serving for lunch 

during the 42nd Annual CCCA Golf Tournament to say 

"Hello" to Teresa Acosta  of the Leag ue of California Cities.  

 

We joined Hawaiian Gardens  Council Member 

Betty J. Schultze  and her daughter Mary in the 

luncheon area . Betty split her burger with me.  

Thank you again Betty.  We watched as Teresa 

Acosta  video recorded a statement by Frank 

Zerunyan , a Rolling Hills Estate Council Member, 

and we enjoyed the well -informed discussions 

of the current State Government vs. Local 

Government revenue combat .  Later , along 

with Pico Rivera  City Manager Chuck Fuentes , 

we enjoyed the award/raffle buffet as t he 

players escaped the heat into th e soothing air -

conditioned clubhouse . 

http://www.piperjaffray.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.parsinfo.org/
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http://www.styo.com/  

50th Annual CCCA Conference  

After returning to the hotel from the golf club, I 

picked up my conference registration.  Sharon 

Olivito  has it down to a science. She and her 

crew had everyone expeditiously and 

courteously provided with appropriate 

conference name badges, tickets and program 

information.   I then joined Frank Tripepi  in the 

hotel restaurant for a large and refreshin g 

bottomless glass of iced tea.  We were later 

joined by former Bradbury  City Manager Katie 

Wilson, who is currently working with Willdan 

Financial Services.  Also, Jennifer Hill  of eCivis 

joined our table.  

 

That evening was the Welcome Poolside "Safari" 

Contract Cities Style Buffet.  Entertainment was 

provided by Dylan's Steel Band.  It was a good 

group  of folks and there was pretty good food 

too.  The chile was awesome!  In fact I passed 

up dessert for another bowl of chile.  Duarte 

City Manager Darrell George  presided over the 

golf tournament awards portion of the 

program.  

 

 

Municipal Law Services                          

Call the Firm of                     

Colantuono & Levin     

www.CLLAW.US 

http://www.mercergroupinc.com/
 

 

 
Former City Manager and Redevelopment Executive 

Director Larry Kosmont  of the Kosmont Companies poses 

at the reception  with Eric Scriven  of De La Rosa & Co.  

Italian Stalions: La Puente  Interim City M anager Frank G. 

Tripepi , a past recipient of the El Matador Grande Award, 

and  CCCA Past -President 90 -year old Larry Chimbole  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com/  

California City Management Foundation  

 
Every California City Manager Should Be A Member!  

www.cacitymanagers.org  


