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A Second LookA tCal i for ni ¢

Women City Managers

It has been two years since the City Manager
Newsletter by Trackdown (CMNT) looked at

Californiads Women I€CAgily M
2007 we listed 43 women in that first effort.  In
May, 2008 we took a look a t some of
Californiads top women as
issues are | isted in the O0Ne

www.trackdownmanagement.net

CMNT has evolved a bit since that 2007 issue,

and S 0 has t he n Ceédding o W
Governmentoé progr am.Penny Ba
Culbreth -Graft was the Huntington Beach City
Administrator and  Chair of the WLG group.
Penny, also a former Grover Beach City
Manager, has since left the State to be the
Colorado Springs, Colorado City Manag er. The

new WLG Chair is Tammy Letourneau , the
former Yorba Linda and Sierra Madre City
Manager. Tammy is currently a consultant with
Management Partners, Inc.

(Continued on Page 2)

PooLED INVESTMENT FUNDS
FOR LOCAL AGENCIES

http://caltrust.org/
Contact Lyle Defenbaugh about CalTRUST investment
opportunities for cities.

Lyle.Defenbaugh@wachoviaps.com

A0S
Cal i
Annual Muni cipal Seminar
May 14 -17, 2009

fornia Contract

The Renaissance Esmeralda,
44-400 Indian Wells Lane
Indian Wells , California 92210
For Information call 562-633-5533

Www.contractcities.org

wcws

Our compliments and gratitude go to the

CCCA leadership and staff!
Special thanks and congratulations to
President Frank Zerunyan, of Rolling Hills Estates,
and to President-elect Lois Gaston , the Executive
Board, and Sam & Sharon Olivito & the CCCA  Staff
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Mathis Group

www.MathisGroup.net

A Second Look A tCal i f orni aﬁs&\‘

Women City Managers

Once again we utilized
Directory as our primary research tool. We
recognize that there are those servingt  he city

management craft who are not members of

ICMA for one reason or another like Michelle
Keith of Bradbury and Avenal City Manager
Melissa G. Whitten -Harrison. ICMA, however, is

stil  the primary National organization
representing and training city ma  nagers. On
the other hand, we want to recognize

professionals like Michelle and Melissa, who
work tirelessly in sometimes very isolated

t

he

“5'7_
adll/ k. ®

Janice and Dr. Bi Il Mathis of the Mathis Group.
CMA

ho6s Who
Vacaville City Manager Laura C. Kuhn is a
former member of the California City

Management Foundation (CCMF) Board. She
began her public management career in the
Tustin Planning Department in a natural
progression from Assist ant Planner to Associate
Planner and then Senior Planner between 1984
and 1989. In September of 1989 Laura took the
Planning & Zoning Director post in Camp
Verde, Arizona. She returned to California in
1992 as the Deputy Director/City Plannerin  Simi

venues. Avenal is a Kings County city that Valley. In August, 1996 Laura was recruited by
owes its origin to the oil industry but has Scotts Valley to serve as Deputy City Manager,
diversified its economic base to include and in 2005 she was appointed Assistant City
agriculture and the service industries. Avenal Manager in Vacaville . Laura became City
incorporated in 1978. The Avenal State Prison Manager in December,

hel ps stabilize the ¢ ommun ifotlowifgsheredbase mavidywan Ki rkd s r et i

Please remember that we are not forgetting
the many women city managers we previously
listed (April, 2007). On the other hand, we
certainly want to add to that list with the many
other highly motivated and hard working
California women city managers.

Moreland
PERSONNEL SERVICES

& Division of Macias Ginl & O'Cannell LLP

http://www.morelandservices.com/

Laura has a BS from California Polytechnical
University, Pomona, and an MPA from
California State University, Long Beach.

2008,

http://www.wolfhousing.com/

KINSELL, NEWCOMB @ DE DIOS, INC.
INVESTMENT BANKING

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm
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JONES HALL

www. joneshall .com

Ukiah City Manager Jane A. Chambers began
her career in 1976 as a Burbank Administrative
Assistant. In 1978 Jane was selected to be the
Assistant City Manager i n Chico, and served
there until July, 1981. Between 1987 and 1994
Jane served as a private Local Government
Consultant. She moved to Minnesota in 1994
and worked in a non -profit position, but in 1996
she re-entered the city management craft as
the Assistant to the City Manager in Burnsville,
Minnesota, south of Minneapolis and St. Paul.
In 1997 Jane took the post of Assistant City
Manager in Brooklyn Center, Minnesota, a few
miles north of Minneapolis. In October, 2002
Jane returns to California as the A ssistant City

The Mercer Group, Inc.
www.mercergroupimce.com

Clark Wurzberger ~ California 530.637.4559
Roy Pederson ~ Arizona 480.657.9048

Jack Clancy ~ Jack Clancy Assoc. 916.812.3491
Matt Gruver ~ Jack Clancy Assoc.916.612.6797

http://www.mercergroupinc.com/

Susan M. Loftus is the San Mateo City Manager.
She began her career in 1978 as an Econ  omic
Devel opment Manager i n
Housing & Redevelopment Agency. In 1987

Manager in Daly City . In 2006 she joined the Susan took a similar position in San Mateo as
San Bruno st aff as the ointeri {A® Ecdhéniic Deve®pbnt Mahdget. Since
Manager and then served agattihd SusarPrholell 8d ih tA® San Mateo

Director of Public Works from May, 2006 until
October, 2008 when she was appointed Ukiah
City Manager. Ja ne has a BS from California
State University and an MPA from  UCLA. She
was on the Executive Board of the Minnesota
Association of Urban Management Assistants in
1999-2000. She has earned a 10 -year ICMA
Service Award.

city organization to Assistant to the City
Ma nger in 1990; Assistant City Manager in 1995;
Deputy City Manager in 2000; Acting City
Manager in June, 2008; and City Manager in
September, 2008. Susan has a BA from the
University of San Francisco and an MBA from
California State University, Sacramento. Susan
is a member of Women Leading Government.

Qviofrd® Ba§ ' Gity Manager Andrea K. Lueker
joined the city in 1987 as a Recreation
Coordinator/Supervisor. In 1993 Andrea was

Tiburonds Town Manager 200@is e
Margaret A. Curran Peggy began her career
in 1982 as an Assistant to the City Manager in

Santa Monica . In 1984 she was appointed appointed  Acting Morro Bay  Acting
Santa Monica 6s Director o f C o pUBHdlidn t&YParké& Director, and in 1994 the
Economic Development. In February, 1992 City r emoved t he dActing.

Peggy was recruited by Beverly Hills as a
Deputy City Manager, and she became
Assistant City Manager in 1993. In 1994 Peggy

selected to serve as Interim City Manager in
October, 2007 and in July, 2008 the City
removed the olnterim.é

left California to become the Town Manager in
Telluride, Colorado, and she returned as the
Tiburon Town Manager. Peggy has a BA and
MA from UCLA. She has earned a 20 -year
ICMA Service Award.

Colorado State University and an MS from
California Polytechnic State University,
Californ ia. She is a member of Women
Leading Government.
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PiperJaffray.

http://www.piperjaffray.com

Cal i f o Womem@tg Managers

Rancho Palos Verdes City Manager Carolyn R.
Lehr was Superintendent of Recreation for a
park district in lllinois early in her career. She
then worked in the Planning and Building
Department in  Sunnyvale prior to service as the
Monte Sereno City Manager between 1993
and 1996. In 1997 she was appointed Vice
President of Marketing for Hunterdon Health in
New Jersey. In June, 2003 Carolyn was
selected to be the City Manager of Keego
Harbor, Michigan. She was recruited for her
Rancho Palos Verdes post in March, 2007 to
replace the retired Les Evans who left the
previous December. Carolyn has a BS from  San
Jose State University in Recreation
Administration, and an MPA from Rutgers
University.

June M. Yotsuya is the Monterey Park City
Manager. She began her career as a
Administrative Analyst in ~ Whittier in 1986 and
worked there through April, 1989. Sh e went to
Downey as the Assistant to the City Manager in
May, 1989. June was appointed Assistant City
Manager in Seal Beach in 2001, and was
recruited by Monterey Park in 2008. She has
earned a 20 -year ICMA Service Award. June is
a Past President of MMAS C (1991-92 when she
was with Downey ). She came to Monterey
Park and relieved Interim City Manager Adolfo
Reta who has been serving since former City
Manager Chris Jeffers took the Glendora City
Manager post. June is known to like to travel
and enjoys pla ying the saxophone.

0The road to success is always under

7

construction 0 -- Lily Tomlin
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Trackdown Posse Roster

Gregory Korduner , Huntington Park *
Howard C hambers , Lakewood

Mike Egan , Bellflower
Ernie Garcia , Norwalk
Joe Tanner, Vallejo
Bob Gutierrez , Moreno Valley
Dave Carmany , Seal Beach
Maria Dadian, Artesia
Linda Lowry , Pomona_**
Ken Bayless, Greater L.A. Vector Control District
Jeff Stewart , Los Alamito s
Kevi n OG& Brban Fukuees, Inc.
Tom Odom , Lomita
George Rodericks , Belvedere
June Catalano , Pleasant Hill
Nelson Oliva , Hercules
Richard Ramirez , American Canyon
Vern Lawson , Lancaster **
Fred Diaz , Fremont
Fran Delach , Azusa
Bill Kelly, Urban Futures, Inc.
Chris Kelly , Chino Hills
Don Penman , Arcadia
Jason Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son
Anthony Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son
Paul Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son
Bill Crowe , El Segundo
Gerald W. Forde , McFarland
Steve R. Thatcher, SRT Associates
Ernesto Marquez , Hawaiian Gardens
Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan , La Mirada (Retired)
Bob & Nadean Dickey , South Gate
Deborah Lopez , Pico Rivera
Glenn Southard , Indio
Jan Perkins , Management Partners
Andy Takata , Yucca Valley
Marcia Raines, Millbrae
Gene Rogers , Moreno Valley (Retired)
Anthony R. Ybarra , South El Monte
Arthur C. Simonian , Simonian Consulting, Inc.
Jay Tashiro, Moraga
Bob Griego , Irwindale
Ken Caresio , Retired City Manager
Greg Nordbak , Midway City Sanitary District
Carlos Urrutia , Rocklin
Michael P. Busch , Urban Futures, Inc.
David M. Jinkens, South Lake Tahoe
Wade McKinney, Atascadero
Mike & Judie Sedell, Simi Valley
Andy Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates
Fred Guido, County of Lo s Angeles
TimKerr, o0l n Transitiono
Doug LaBelle , Chino Hills
City of Cerritos
John Keisler , Long Beach
Sheryl Lindsey -Boell, CH2MHILL OMI
Sam Olivito , California Contract Cities Asso ciation
Bob Dominguez , Placentia (Retired)
Jack Lam , Rancho Cucamonga
Larry F. Pennell, Wasco (Retired)
Phil Vince , Martinez
Gary Chicots , Retired City Manager
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When | ast compil ed
women City Managers, Marcia L. Raines was
City Manager in Half Moon Bay . In January,
2009 she assumed the City Manager post i n
Millbrae  following the retirement of City
Manager Ralph Jaeck . In 1995 Maria was the
Community Development Director in Martinez
and she was promoted in that organization to
Assistant City Manager in April, 1997, and City
Manager in October of that year In 2000 she
took the position of Environmental Services
Agency Director in San Mateo County. She
returned to city service in 2006 when she
agreed to take the  Half Moon Bay position.
Marcia has a BS in Urban Planning from
California Polytechnic Univers ity, Pomona. She
currently serves as a member of the California

City Management Foundation Board.

we

Sandra L. Kerl began her career
in 1982 as an Administrative
Intern in San Luis Obispo .
1984 she took an Administrative
Analyst job with the County of
San Luis Obispo, and in
November, 1987 Sandra moved to La Mesa as
an Administrative Analyst and started her
upward progression in that organization. In
1990 Sandra became a Senior Management
Analyst; in 1991 an Assistant to the City
Manager; in 1992 the Deputy City Manager,
Community Services; in 1998 the Assistant City
Manager and in 2003 La Mesa City Manager.
Sandra has a BS from California Polytechnic
State University, San Luis Obispo, and an MBA
from the University of Redlands. She has

earned a 25 -year ICMA Service Award.
http://www.cityoflamesa.com/directory.aspx?EID=52

In

a
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member !

i %vey Califmiacw l@r@geésl?oug be e} .
California City
i s% M FCa [

i f Manaygenaefts
CALEQRNIA  Foundation

Www.cacitymanagers.org

La Habra Heights City Manager Shauna L.
Clark began her career in
office in San Bernardino in 1978. In 1990
Shaunaleft t he City Cl er kds
the San Bernardino City Administrator. She was
appointed La Habra Heights City Manager in
September, 2008 following service in  Pasadena
as a project manager on the City Hall Seismic
Retrofit and Rehabilitation Project. The La
Habra Heights vacancy occurred with Ron
Bates left the city to become the South Gate
City Manager. Shauna has an AA from San
Bernardino Valley College, and a BA and MBA
from California State University. She has
earned a 10 -year ICMA Service Award.

lone City Manager Kimberly A. Kerr was a Risk
Manager in Humboldt County in 1997, and
moved up in that organization to Deputy Chief
Administrative Officer in 2001; General Services

Director in 2003; and Risk Management
Director/Deputy Chief Administrative Officer in
2005. Kim was recruited for the lone City

Manager post and started there in July, 2007.
She has an AA from Central Texas College; a
BS from Wayland Baptist University, Texas; and
an MPA from Golden Gate University.

Real Estate

Development

A Entitlements
kosmon Finance/Economics
companies

http://www.kosmont.com/

Listen to Country Music Singer Casey Simpson
WWW.myspace.com/caseysimpsonmusic

posi
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AssocrLates

www.keenan.com

Cal i f or ni aGtgMawagarse n

Patricia S. Thompson just recently finished up
an Ointerimé assignment
Novato . Michael Frank of the Santa Rosa staff
has been appointed to fill the Novato post.
Pat Thompson got her public management
career rolling with a n Administrative Intern
position in Chula Vista in January, 1973. Pat
earned her BA from San Diego State University

in 1972 and her MPA in 1974. In August, 1974
she became an Associate Instructor at Indiana
University. In 1976 Pat took a Management
Anal yst Il position in Las Vegas, Nevada, and in
late 1977 she went to work as a Staff Services
Coordinator for Clark County, Nevada. In 1979
Pat took the Director of Management Services
post in Clark County, and she work there until
1983 when she was appoint ed City Manager in
Sparks. In 1989 Pat returned to California after
some 15-years to become the Napa City
Manager, and she served there until retiring in

2006. I n early 2008
Manager 6 as s iUkiammedshe bégan
her Novato ol nter i mo r ol | i n
City Manager Daniel E. Keen moved to
Concord . Pat is a Past President of the Local
Government Managers  Association of
Nevada. She has earned a 30 -year ICMA

Service Award.

For Municipal Law Services
Call the Firm of

Colantuono & Levin

Colantuono

& Levin, PC

www.CLLAW.US

Pat
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Elk Grove City Manager
Laura S. Gill started her
public management career

in 1987 as an Analyst in the

Office of Budget &
Management in  Durham,
North Carolina. Laura

worked various positions in
Durham through December, 2002. She had

a Sbeehc:triletl?irect%%f r'?%d_ eg arnd spenwas the
Senior Assistant to the City Manager when she
left Durham to come to California as the
Assistant Chief Adminis trative Officer in El
Dorado County in March, 2003. In May, 2003
she was appointed Chief Administrative Officer
in El Dorado County where she served until her
appointment as City Manager in Elk Grove in
June, 2008. Laura has a BA from Wake Forest
University and an MPA from the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She has earned
a 20-year ICMA Service Award.

http://www.elkgrovecity.org/city -manager/bio -gill-laura.asp

Urban Futures INnc.

Call Urban Futures at (714) 283-9334
http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/

took an ol nterim City

A uAStRI S1garly siy yegrg as f1Storg Manager for

Marshalls, Nancy L. Huston began her public
management career as a Management
Analyst in Fairfield in 1989. In 1992 she became
the Fairfield Administrative Services
Office r/Finance, and in 1996 she was
appointed Assistant City Manager, first in an
interim roll. In June, 2008 Nancy was selected

to be the City Manager in  Dixon. She has a BS
from t he University of California, Davis, and an
MA from the University of San Francisco.

0Toughness doesn't have to
-United States Senator Dianne Feinstein

me
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El Cajon City Manager Kathleen J. Henry, the
former Kathi Hubert, a Corona native, has
worked for the City of El Cajon since August,
1981, though she worked

prior to that while attending college. She
accepted an Administrative Analyst position in
1981, and since t hen she has served as an
Administrative  Assistant starting in  1982;
Assistant to the City Manager in 1986; Deputy
City Manager in 1992; and Assistant City
Manager in 1996. Kathi was appointed to be
the first woman to serve as El Cajon City
Manager, in Sep tember, 2004 following the
retirement of Bill Garrett, who currently serves
as the Executive Director of the California City
Management Foundation. Kathi has a BA and
MPA from San Diego State University. El Cajon
i s Spani sh for 0The
surrounded by mountains and nestled in a
vall ey. Among EI
the Boones of Major League Baseball: Bob,
Bret and Aaron, and NASCAR Champion
Jimmy Johnson.

WILLDAN

Financial Services

www.willdan.com

J&M

JONES & MAYER

http://www.jones _-mayer.com/

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son
Anthony D. Gonsalves

Jason A. Gonsalves

Paul A. Gonsalves

\ PROFESSIONAL LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATION

" ( 925 ST. - SUITE 250 - SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-5766
o 916441-0507 FAX 916 41-5061
s Email: gonsalves@gonsalvi. com

> f (

http://www.gonsalvi.com/

Dr aw

Cajonds
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C pu@liq,CiWM@qgea g]ogi k. Rattillo started her

public management career in 1988 after
working nearly 8 -years in the private s ector.
Her first public position was Assistant to the City
Manager in Fremont in 1988. In 1997 she was

a s appdinted Dirpcol ofl Ad®ihisirdtivee ISérvices in

Union City , and in 1999 she moved to San Jose
as the Chief Deputy Director of Environmental
Services. In April, 2002 Joni was selected to be
the Assistant City Manager in  Dublin, and in
2008, with the retirement of Richard Ambrose |,
she was appointed City Manager. Joni has an

AA from Chabot Junior College, a BA from San
Jose State University and an MBA fr om the
University of Phoenix. She has served on the
Cal-ICMA Board and is a past -President of
MMANC (1997 -98). Joni has earned a 20 -year
ICMA Service Award.

THargn PI@/?r{Br)l,lst, QegMar City
Manager, began her public
N SETiGe g GAPRrsasa @ efown
Treasurer in Wallingford,
Connecticut in 1987. In 1989
she was appointed Deputy
Director of Finance in New
London, Connecticut. Karen came west to
California in December, 1991 to take the
Director of Finance position in  South Gate . In
1994 Karen moved to Gardena as the Director
of Finance, and in 1998 she moved south to
the San Diego Water Authority as their Director
of Finance. After nearly 10 -years with the
Authority, she was appointed to the Del Mar
City Manager post in March, 2008. Karen has a
BS and an MS from Central Connecticut State
University, and she is a Certified Public Finance
Officer. She has earned a 20 -year ICMA
Service Award, and she has been active with
the California Society of Municipal Finance
Officers (CSMFO).

http://www.delmar.ca.us/Government/dept/Pages/CityManag
er.aspx
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Cotati City Manager/City Clerk Dianne M.
Thompson was a Facilities Planner in Santa
Rosa in 1992. In January, 2004 D ianne took a
position as a Project Manager with TLCD
Architecture on the private side. In 2006,
however, Dianne returned to public service as

the Assistant City Manager in  Cotati . She was
appointed City Manager in February, 2007.
Dianne has a BA from th e University of

California, Berkeley.

Cloverdale City Manager Nina D. Regor began
her public management career in 1991 after
working nearly five years in the private sector.
She started with a Budget Analyst post in
Gresham, Oregon, and then worked
progre ssively as Executive Assistant Secretary,
1992; and Assistant City Manager in 1993. In
2003 she was appointed Deputy City Manager

in Spokane Valley, Washington. Nina came to
California for the Cloverdale City Manager
post in October, 2007. Nina has a BA  from
Stetson University, Florida and an MS from
Carnegie Mellon University, Pennsylvania. She
has earned a 10 -year ICMA Service Award.

Between 1988 and 1991, Carlsbad City Aguilar , Sierra Madre City Manager. We also
Manager Lisa E. Hildabrand worked with KPMG do not wish to forget to mention Debbie Kurit a
in various positions including as a S enior and Noelia Chapa , who are among those 0 i n
Manager. She began her public service transition. ¢ There ar
career in December, 1991 as Carlsbad & s salute you all.
Finance Director. In 2005 Lisa was appointed
Assistant City Manager and in September, 2007 @ DE LA ROSA& CO
she was picked to serve as Interim City \ )4 I NVESTMENT BANKERS
Manager following long -time City Manager it/ cidelarosa.com
Ray Patchettds r eti rement. Il n May, 2008 the
ol nterimé was dropped from her titl.e. Lisa has a
BS from San Diego State University. Agéﬁ,'f_ﬁ

‘ " SERVICES

S Y %L?JNNEGE}BLE RG Making retirerment work for you,

http://www.styo.com/

C
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Ity Managers
Experienced in conducting personnel o}

and internal affairs inv estigations.
www.willdan.com

Of course, we are no t making any claim to
have presented an exhaustive list here. There
are many others who deserve recognition, and

we will look to do that in some future issue. In
the meantime we have listed a few of the top
women public managers pursuing the noble
city manager craft calling , and these few
others: Laura S. Allen, Interim City Manager in
Colma ; Marcia Somers , Assistant Town
Manager in Danville ; Suzanne Frick, Assistant
City Manager in Long Beach ; Linda Benedetti -
Leal, City Manager in Paramount ; Valerie J.
Barone, Assistant City Manager in Concord ;
Dana E. Shigley, Assistant City Manager in
Anderson ; Lisa K. Goldman , Deputy City
Manager in Alameda ; Cathy Standiford ,
Assigant City Manager in  Santa Ana ; Christine
Shippey, San Jose Assistant City Manager;
Linda Kelly, City Manager in Sonoma ; Linda
Lowry, Pomona City Manager; and Elaine

http://www.parsinfo.org/

e

n


http://www.styo.com/
http://www.willdan.com/
http://www.ejdelarosa.com/
http://www.parsinfo.org/

