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As the New Year Approaches We 

Extend Best Wishes to One & All!  

Trackdown Management Services and 

the Jack A. Simpson Family extends 

best wishes to one -and -all for a 

prosperous and Happy New Year!  Yes 

the 2010 challenges are extraordinary for California 's 

City Managers, but if it were easy, anyone could do 

it.  Yes!  That is a tad trite, but it remains true in some 

regard.  California has a cadre of highly professional 

municipal managers who have been keeping 

needed public facilities and services going w hile the 

State has failed miserably to keep its spending within 

its means.  While the State politicians continue to 

look for ways to take local funding, City Managers 

are working hard to keep our municipal 

governments effective. We recognize the challenge 

and wish you all the very best for success.  

Grandson Tyler Simpson Pouncéy  helped kick -off the 

Trackdown Holidays when he met with Santa Claus 

to discuss the placement of gifts under the Simpson 

Christmas Tree.  We hope the Holidays have been 

good to ever yone.  Again, we wish you all a Happy 

2010, and to all newly retired city managers, best 

wishes for a wonderfully long retirement.  
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Trackdown Posse Roster                                               

 
Gregory Korduner, Huntington Park *                                                    

Howard Chambers, Lakewood                                                                      
Mike Egan, Bellflower                                                                                     
Ernie Garcia, Norwalk                                                                                       

Joe Tanner, City Manager                                                                                            
Bob Adams, Vallejo                                                                                           

Bob Gutierrez, Moreno Valley                                                                       
Dave Carmany, Seal Beach                                                                            

Maria Dadian, Artesia                                                                                    
Linda Lowry, Pomona **                                                                                  

Ken Bayless, Greater L.A. Vector Control District                                           
Jeff Stewart, Los Alamitos                                                                             

YŜǾƛƴ hΩwƻǳǊƪŜ, Urban Futures, Inc.                                                             
Tom Odom, Lomita                                                                                                                                                                      

George Rodericks, Belvedere                                                                                                                                                        
June Catalano, Pleasant Hill                                                                        

Nelson Oliva, Hercules                                                                                
Richard Ramirez, American Canyon                                                              

Vern Lawson, Lancaster **                                                                              
Fran Delach, Azusa                                                                                                

Bill Kelly, Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                          
Chris Kelly, Chino Hills                                                                                       
Don Penman, Arcadia                                                                                     

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                              
Anthony Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                               

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                          
Bill Crowe, El Segundo                                                                                   

Steve R. Thatcher, SRT Associates                                                            
Ernesto Marquez, Hawaiian Gardens                                                           

Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan, La Mirada (Retired)                                               
Bob & Nadean Dickey, South Gate                                                        

Deborah Lopez, Pico Rivera                                                                              
Jan Perkins, Management Partners                                                             

Andy Takata, Yucca Valley                                                                           
Marcia Raines, Millbrae                                                                                  

Gene Rogers, Moreno Valley (Retired)                                                   
Anthony R. Ybarra, South El Monte                                                           

Arthur C. Simonian, Simonian Consulting, Inc.                                              
Bob Griego, Irwindale                                                                                        

Ken Caresio, Retired City Manager                                                               
Greg Nordbak, Midway City Sanitary District                                            

Carlos Urrutia, Rocklin                                                                                
Michael P. Busch, Urban Futures, Inc.                                                         

Wade McKinney, Atascadero                                                                         
Mike & Judie Sedell, Simi Valley                                                                    

Andy Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates                                              
Tim Kerr, Retired City Manager                                                                     

Doug LaBelle, Chino Hills  (Retired)                                                                
City of Cerritos                                                                                                          

John Keisler, Long Beach                                                                              
Sheryl Lindsey-Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                                    

Sam Olivito, California Contract Cities Association                                                                                      
Bob Dominguez, Placentia (Retired)                                                                      

Jack Lam, Rancho Cucamonga                                                                               
Larry F. Pennell, Wasco (Retired)                                                                                        

Phil Vince, Martinez                                                                                                 
Gary Chicots, Retired City Manager                                                                        

Rod B. Butler, Crescent City                                                                                    
Jerry Gruber, Atherton                                                                                     

Fred Latham, Santa Fe Springs                                                                 
Anthony Lopez, Retired City Manager                                                             

Jim Gilley, The GILLEY GROUP LLC                                                          
Marshall Linn, Urban Futures, Inc. 

 

 

http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/  

Parting Shots :  As 2009 Comes to a 

Close We Salute California's Excellent 

Cadre of City Managers  

2009 City Manager Retirees  

There has been a great deal of discussion lately 

regarding public employee pension reform. The 

need for pension reform in California has 

become apparent as PERS lost about $58 billion 

in the fiscal year that ended June 30. This so -

cal led pension òspikeó is expected to hit city 

budgets in 2012, and may cause many 

municipal budgets, already fighting deficits, to 

falter.   What ultimately may result is a new 

formula that will involve reduced public 

contributions.   

Attorney General Bill Lockyer  told a legislative 

hearing that òitõs impossible for the Legislature 

to reform the pension system, and if we donõt it 

will bankrupt the state.ó  Former Assemblyman 

Keith Richman  has worked on an initiative 

proposal that would swit ch new hires to 40 1(k)-

style individual investment plans.  The California 

Foundation for Fiscal Responsibility has talked 

about putting a ballot measu re before the 

voters next Novem ber enacting a two -tier plan 

with other reforms.  Attorney General Lockyer 

said that he think s that group is biased against 

public employee unions which will need to be 

considered in developing a consensus.  Many 

have urged the California Public Employees 

Retirement System to look at the òsustainabilityó 

issue, and CalPERS staff has discussed talk ing to 

stakeholder groups early next year.  

http://www.publicceo.com/  

http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/
http://www.publicceo.com/
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www.msw -consultants.com  

2009 City Manager Retirees  

Meghan McKelvey  of Executive Director Chris 

McKenzie 's League of California Cities staff 

pulled together a list of California's City 

Managers who retired in 2009.  She was precise 

and did not include those who retired in 2008, 

or who will continu e working through 2010.  

"Meghan's List" contains tw enty -five (25) names.  

This, of course, means these folks have been or 

will be replaced by those moving up, or those 

moving in from out -of -state.  Replacements 

may come from existing California City 

Managers, but then that manager's original city 

will be r ecruiting a replacement.  The process of 

replacing our retirees seems to be going well.  

òMusicians donõt retire; they stop 

when thereõs no more music in them.ó  

--- Louis Armstrong  

 

 

 

http://www.piperjaffray.com  

 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/     

Once a Ukiah City Manager 

Michael S. Flad  worked a 

little more than 20 -years 

with the Burbank  

management team before 

being appointed City 

Manager to move in behind 

the ret irement of City 

Manager Mary Alvord , 58. 

Mary worked  for Burbank  her entire adult life 

starting when she was a college student 

working as a part -time junior recreation leader 

in the Burbank  Parks and Recreation 

Department.  Mary worked her way up the 

Parks and Recreation Department and was 

appointed Director in 1991.  She became 

Assistant City Manager in 2000, and became 

the Cityõs first female City Manager in 2003 

when City Manager Bud Ovrom  retired from city 

management. Mary was the recipient of the 

2007 Woman of the Year Award presented by 

the Zonta Club, and she was honored by the 

Burbank Chamber of Commerce earlier this 

year.  State Senator Jack Scott  named Mary the 

21st Senate District Woman of the Year.  Mary is 

a past President of the Southern Calif ornia 

Municipal Athletic Federation (SCMAF) of the 

San Gabriel Valley.   She was the 2003 recipient 

of the Golden Achievement Award presented 

by the Boys & Girls Club of Burbank/East Valley.  

Mary earned a BA in Sociology and an 

Elementary School Teaching Credential fr om 

California State University, Northridge.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of Cerritos Public Library  

http://www.msw-consultants.com/
http://www.piperjaffray.com/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
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2009 City Manager Retirees  

Newport Beach  City Manager Homer Bludau , 

63, retired in September, 2009.  Homer closed 

out a 32 -year public service career that began  

in Yuma, Arizona.  He was appointed City 

Manager in Avenal, Arizona in 1980, and went 

on to serve as City Manager in Rialto  and 

Coronado  before coming to Newport Beach .  

He was the Newport Beach  City Manager for 

10-years.  A large retirement send -off was 

organized and held for Homer at the Newport 

Beach Marriott, as he was well -liked far and 

wide.  City Managers from many of the area 

cites were in attendance, including Costa Mesa  

City Manager Alan Roeder .  Assistant City 

Manager Dave Kiff  was promoted from  within to 

be the next Newport Beach  City Manager.  

 

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm  

 

 

www.keenan.com  

Long -time Larkspur City Manager Jean 

Bonander  announced her retire ment in August.  

Jean served in local government for nearly 30 -

years, 15 of those years with Larkspur.  Former 

Napa  City Manager and former Interim City 

Manager in Novato , Patricia Thompson  is 

Larkspur Interim City Manager during the 

recruitment period.  C andidates interested in 

applying for the Larkspur City Manager post 

should file an application with the city by 

December 30.  They are hoping to screen the 

applications in January and make an 

appointment in February.  

 

 

2009 MMANC Board of Directors  

Lisa Achen, Roseville, President;  

Anthony Eulo , Morgan Hill , Vice President;  

Paul McCreary , Dublin , Secretary;  

Kathie Wilkie , Fairfax, Treasurer;  

Alexandra Miller , Rancho Cordova ,   

                     Membership Director;  

Gail Feldman , Berkeley , Program Di rector;  

Matt Bronson , County of Marin, Past President.   

 

MMASC 2009 -2010 Executive Board  

Carl Alameda , La Cañada Flintridge , President  

Aggie Nesh , Vice President  

Clay Curtin , Secretary/Communications                         

            Director  

Mike Jame s, Treasurer/Finance Director  

Laura Biery , Santa Clarita , Past President  
 

 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/  

After nine years as Sebastopol  City Manager, 

David Brennan  retired.  Dave seemed to take 

great pride in playing a key role in Sebastopol õs 

development as one of the leaders in 

implementation of solar technology.  Since 

leaving the Sebastopol  post he has assumed a 

new role as the regional climate protection 

coordinator with the Sonoma County 

Transportation Authority wi th an office in Santa 

Rosa.  Jack Griffin  is the current City Manager  

for the City of  Sebastopol . He is a former Public 

Works Director in Chula Vista . Jack started his 

duties in Sebastopol  on February 17.  

 

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm
http://www.keenan.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
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 Teresa Acosta , League of California Cities Region al 

Public Affairs Manager, addressed  the members of 

the California Contract Cities Association regarding 

the proposed ballot measure: "Californians to 

Protect Local Taxpayers & Vital Services ."  

2009 City Manager Retirees  

After 10 -years of service to the C ity of Concord,  

City Manager Ed James  announced his 

retirement effective March 12, 2005.  Assistant 

City Manager Lydia Du Borg  was selected to be 

the nex t Concord  City Manager effective 

March 13, 2005.  A 30 -year employee of the 

city, Lydia resigned her Ci ty Manager position in 

November, 2007.  We assume, since Lydia is on 

Meghanõs List, that she officially filed her 

retirement during the past calendar year.  

Daniel E. Keen  is the current Concord  City 

Manager, starting in the post in August, 2008.  

Dan is a  former City Manager in La Palma , 

Seaside  and Novato , and he previously held 

staff positions in Paramount  and Norwalk .  

Parenthetically, Dan has an MPA and MPL from 

USC.   

 

 

 

http://www.styo.com/  

 

 

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com  

P. Lamont Ewell announced his retirement as 

the Santa Monica  City Manager in August.  He 

spent 34 -years in public service, and has noted 

he will work through December, while the city is 

recruiting to fill the ci ty manager position.  

Resumes were to have been submitted by 

October 16, 2009.   

City Manager Jerry Fulwood  retired from Culver 

City .  He is a former City Manager in La Ca ñada 

Flintridg e. Mark A. Scott is the new Culver City  

boss.  He is a former Beverly Hills City Manager, 

but most recently served as the City Manager in 

Spartanburg, South Carolina.  He previously  

held positions in Fresno, Clovis, and Santa 

Clarita . Mark has an MBA from Stanford 

University. 

Robert Griego retired in October from the 

Irwinda le City Manager post.  Bob is a former 

Whittier  Assistant City Manager, and served 

more than seven years as the Deputy Chief 

Administrative Officer in San Diego County.  He 

also served as the General Manager of the 

Otay Water District.  Bob served two stin ts as the 

Irwindale  City Manager, 1997 -2000 and 2007 

until his retirement this year.  He has an MPA 

from UCLA.   

 

 

 

www. joneshall .com   

http://www.styo.com/
http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.joneshall.com/
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http://www.sycr.com/  

2009 City Manager Ret irees 

Robert G. Gutierrez retired from the Moreno 

Valley  City Manager post this year.  Bob is a 

former City Manager in La Habra Heights  and 

La Puente .  He also was the Assistant City 

Manager in Pomona  and held positions in 

Walnut , Downey  and Rosemead .  William L. 

Bopf  is currently the Moreno Valley  Interim City 

Manager, and Michelle Dawson  is the Assistant 

to the City Manager.  

Dennis Halloway retired as City Manager in 

Loma Linda . He had previously served as City 

Manager in Holtville , Calimesa , and San 

Jaci nto .  He started in Duarte  in 1972, worked in 

Baldwin Park  and was the Finance Director in 

South Pasadena  from 1999 to 2001. Dennis 

earned a 35 -year ICMA Service Award.  

Kenneth C. Hampian  retired as the San Luis 

Obispo  City Manager where he served from 

Dec ember, 2000. Beverly Hills Assistant City 

Manager Katie E. Lichtig , a  former City Malibu  

City Manager , was appointed to be the new 

San Luis Obispo  City Manager.   Ken began his 

career as a Fresno Administrative Intern in 1975.  

He has a 25 -year ICMA Servic e Award.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/  

 Alvin D. James , 59, City Manager of East Palo 

Alto  since October, 2003, has retired after 

nearly 6 -years with the city.  He came up 

through the planning depart ments in San 

Francisco , Oakland , Pasadena  and Santa Cruz . 

Alvin has a 25 -year ICMA Service Award.  He 

has an MCRP from Rutgers University.   

St. Helena  City Manager Bert Johansson , the 

Cityõs former Chief of Police, retired in 2009.  

Bert spent 33 of his 36-years in local government 

working for the City of St. Helena .  He started as 

a police officer in 1975 and worked his way up 

the Chiefõs post.  He was appointed City 

Manager in 2003.  Former Novato  Assistant City 

Manager Mary G. Neilan  is the new St. Helena  

City Manager.  

 

 

 

http://www.parsinfo.org/  

John R. Longley, Jr.  started his career as an aide 

with the League of California Cities in 1974.  He 

worked in Rio Vista and then held City Manager 

position in the Citie s of Greenfield , Avalon , 

Farmersville , Marina  and finally Porterville  where 

he retired this past year.  He was appointed in 

Porterville  in 2002.  John earned a 30 -year ICMA 

Services Award.  John Lollis , the former 

Administrative Services Manager in Porterv ille, is 

the current City Manager.  He previously served 

as the Director of Personnel with the Burton 

Elementary School District, and he began his 

career with the City of Oxnard . 

 

 

 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/  

http://www.sycr.com/
http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/
http://www.parsinfo.org/
http://www.wolfhousing.com/
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2009 City Manager Retirees  

San Jacinto  City Manager Barry McClellan , 63, 

will retire December 30 after 36 -years in 

municipal government. Barry was about to 

retire from Moreno Valley  as the Assistant City 

Manager when he joined the San Jacinto  staff 

as the Interim Public Works Director in May, 

2005.  About three month later he was named 

Interim City Manager and then City Manager 

when then -City Manager Peter Cosentini  left 

the post.   

Mill Valley  City Manager Anne Montgomery , 60, 

will retire at the end of the  year. She came to 

the City as a librarian in 1988.  She became 

Assistant City Manager in 1999 and when former 

City Manager Don Hunter  retired in 2006 she 

served as Interim City Manager for several 

months until being chosen for the post on a full -

time basi s.  She has 22-years of service to Mill 

Valley .  

http://www.ejdelarosa.com/  

David M. Morgan , 59, who spent his entire 35 -

year career with Anaheim , retired this past 

summer as the Anaheim  City Manager.  Dave 

was app ointed City Manager in December, 

2001.  Assistant City Manager Thomas J. Wood  is 

the new Anaheim  City Manager since August, 

2009.    

James Mussenden , 59, after a 26 -year public 

service career, retired as El Monte  City 

Manager. Deputy City Manager for Comm unity 

Development Rene Bobadilla , 38, is the Interim 

City Manager.  Dante G. Hall  is the El Monte  

Assistant City Manager.  

òThe question isnõt at what age I want to retire, itõs at 

what income.ó  --- George Foreman  

 

 

Experienced in conducting personnel ð                             

and internal affairs investigations.                                                          

Contact Joseph C. De Ladurantey            
714.940.6370 | 877.818.5621        

jdeladurantey@willdan.com                     

www.willdan.com  

J. Gordon Palmer , who started his career with 

SCAG in 1977 and then worked for the Port of 

Long Beach , retired this past year as the City 

Manager in Stockton .  Gordon has an MA from  

UCLA.  Retired veteran City Manager Kevin 

OõRourke, a past President of the League of 

California Cities City Managers Department, is 

the Stockton  Interim City Manager.  

 

Jack A. Simpson  

Bellflower           

City Administrator 

circa 1980 -81 

 

 

P. Michael Paules  began his p ublic service 

career in 1977 as an Administrative Intern in 

Anaheim .  From there Mike took positions in La 

Mirada , Stanton , and Alhambra , wh ere he was 

the Assistant City Manager when in 1992 he was 

appointed San Gabriel  City Manager.  Mike has 

an MPA from USC.  In 1998 he was the recipient 

of the ICMA Award for Local Government 

Education.  He earned a 30 -year ICMA Service 

Award.  Mike retired from his San Gabriel  City 

Manager post during the past year.  

 

 

http:/ /www.morelandservices.com/  

 

 


