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The Holiday Season is upon us!  

Happy Holidays to one and all!  

Santa Claus is coming to town!  Our downtowns, 

shopping centers and malls are all sporting holiday 

decorations.   Even though the economy has been in 

the doldrums, the holiday season is  upo n us never -

the -less.  The advertisers get the word out and the 

children won't let the grown -ups forget.  Christmas is 

widely celebrated by people of all religions.  

Greeting cards, church celebrations, decorated 

Christmas trees, houses sparkling with light s and 

garlands, mistletoe, nativity scenes, holly and special 

family gatherings are all signs of the holidays.  The 

economic impact of the holidays cannot go 

unnoticed.  The 8 -day celebration of Hanukkah 

begins on December 11 this year.  We at Trackdown 

wish everyone Happy Holidays.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daughter Samantha Simpson  graduated  from Massage 

Therapy school.  After the ceremonies, held at the 

California State University, Long Beach Py ramid,  here is 

Sam with Mom ( Susan Flores Simpson ) & Dad ( Jack A. 

Simpson ) and son ( Tyler Simpson Pouncéy ) getting ready 

to celebrate.  All-in-all 2009 was a trying but good year for 

the Simpson family.  We wish each and every reader best 

wishes for a 201 0 that exceeds all previous years.    
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California's "Santa Cities"  

It seems like the perfect time on 

year to list California's "Santa 

Cities" city managers.  So we set 

out to identify the cities and gather 

a list of city managers and 

notable staff members for this 

December, 2009 issue of the City Manager 

Newsletter by Trackdown.  Though we have 

used some internet searches, most of our 

information is taken from the ICMA Who's Who 

Directory.  We hope you enjoy this presentation.  

Seven (7) of Californiaõs elev en (11) òSanta 

Citiesó are in its top 100 cities by population:  

Santa Ana  is the ninth largest city in California 

with a population of 355,662  according to the 

California Department of Finance.   The only 

cities larger are Oakland , Sacramento , Long 

Beach ,  Fresno, San Francisco , San Jose, San 

Diego  and Los Angeles .  Santa Ana  is the 

County Seat for Orange County.  

Santa Clarita  (26th) is the next largest òSanta 

city " at 177,736.  ( Santa Clarita  is much more 

than the home to Six Flags Magic Mountain.)  

Santa  Rosa (30th ), located 55 miles north of San 

Francisco, has a population of 161,496.  It 

officially incorporated in 1868.  It is the County 

Seat of Sonoma County (since 1854) and is the 

largest city in Californiaõs Wine Country.  It has 

dubious fame for suf fering the most destruction 

during the 1906 San Francisco  earthquake, 

which destroyed the entire downtown.    

Santa Clara  (50th ) has a population of 117,242.   

Santa Maria  (78th ) has a population of 92,542.  

Santa Monica  (79th ) has a population of 92,494.  

It is the home of the world famous Santa 

Monica Pier.  

Santa Barbara  (81st) has a population of 90,308.  

 

 

 

http://www.styo.com/  

Other òSanta Citiesó or communities include: 

Santa Cruz , Santa Fe Springs , Santa Maria ,   

Santa Paula , Rancho Santa Margarita . Santa 

Rita Park is an unincorporated community in 

Merced County.  The Santa Rita Park  post office 

was established in 1940.  It is near the juncture 

of Highway 152 and Highway 33 .  Also, Santa 

Nella  is a tiny unincorporated community in 

Merced County on Interstate 5. It is known as 

the location of Andersen's Pea Soup Restaurant.  

The Califo rnia Korean War Veterans Memorial is 

located just outside of Santa Nella . Santa Ynez  

is an unincorporated community in the Santa 

Ynez Valley in Santa Barbara County.  

Santa Ana  City Manager 

David N. Ream , a Southern 

California native, began his 

public management career in 

Long Beach  as a Community 

Development Analyst in 1971.  

In January, 1974 Dave took an 

Administrative Analyst position 

in the City of Lakewood , and in March, 1979 he 

joined the Santa Ana  staff as an Assistant 

Executive Director.  He became the Community 

Development Director in 1980 and in 1984 he 

was appointed to be the Economic 

Development Director.  Dave was selected to 

be  the Santa Ana  City Manager in July, 1986, 

some 23 -years ago.  Dave has a BS from Arizona 

State University and an MBA from California 

State University, Long Beach.  Dave has also 

participated in special programs for senior state 

and local government execut ives at Harvard 

University. He was awarded his 35 -year ICMA 

Service Award in 2006. http://www.ci.santa -

ana.ca.us/cm/citymanager.asp  

http://www.styo.com/
http://www.ci.santa-ana.ca.us/cm/citymanager.asp
http://www.ci.santa-ana.ca.us/cm/citymanager.asp
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http://www.pi perjaffray.com  

California's "Santa Cities"  

Santa Ana  Executive Director of 

Parks, Recreation & Community 

Services Gerardo R. Mouet  is a 

member of ICMA.  He got his career 

started in 1984 as an Assistant 

Director, EOP, at the University of California, 

Irvine.  In 1990 he took an Outreach 

Coordinator  post  in Santa Ana , and in 2000 he 

became Assistant to the City Manager.  In 2002 

he was appointed Assistant Director of Parks 

and Recreation, and in 2004 he started his 

current assignment.  Gerardo has a BA fr om the 

University of California, San Diego, and an MPA 

from California State University, Long Beach.   

 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

League of California Cities representative Teresa Acosta  

urged the members of t he California Contract Cities 

Association to support the proposed "Californians to 

Protect Local Taxpayers & Vital Services" ballot measure.  

 

 

 

 

www.keenan.com  

Catherine P. Standiford  stepped down as the  

Santa Ana  Assistant City Manager in  

September to devote her full time to being the 

2009-2010 President of Soroptimist International 

of the Americas.  Soroptimst is a worldwide 

volunteer organization for women in 

management and the professions.  Cathy is a 

member of So roptimist International of Garden 

Grove , and has been a Soroptimist since 1989.  

As President Cathy will oversee the groupõs 

strategic planning and program development.  

Cathy started her city government career as an 

Administrative Analyst for Garden Grove  in 

1988. She then moved upward in that 

organization: Senior Administrative Analyst in 

1990; Assistant to the City Manager in 1992; 

Development Services Director in 1995; and 

Deputy City Manager in 1996. Cathy relocated 

to La Palma  when she was appointed C ity 

Manager in 2001. In 2006 she was selected to 

serve as Assistant City Manager in Santa Ana .  

She has a BA from Whittier College and an MPA 

from the University of California, Irvine.  Cathy 

has participated as a member of Women 

Leading Government.  She h as a 20 -year ICMA 

Service Award, and she is an ICMA 

Credentialed Manager.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com  

http://www.piperjaffray.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.keenan.com/
http://www.gonsalvi.com/
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Trackdown Posse Roster                                               

 
Gregory Korduner, Huntington Park *                                                    

Howard Chambers, Lakewood                                                                      
Mike Egan, Bellflower                                                                                     
Ernie Garcia, Norwalk                                                                                       

Joe Tanner, City Manager                                                                                            
Bob Adams, Vallejo                                                                                           

Bob Gutierrez, Moreno Valley                                                                       
Dave Carmany, Seal Beach                                                                            

Maria Dadian, Artesia                                                                                    
Linda Lowry, Pomona **                                                                                  

Ken Bayless, Greater L.A. Vector Control District                                           
Jeff Stewart, Los Alamitos                                                                             

YŜǾƛƴ hΩwƻǳǊƪŜ, Urban Futures, Inc.                                                             
Tom Odom, Lomita                                                                                                                                                                      

George Rodericks, Belvedere                                                                                                                                                        
June Catalano, Pleasant Hill                                                                        

Nelson Oliva, Hercules                                                                                
Richard Ramirez, American Canyon                                                              

Vern Lawson, Lancaster **                                                                              
Fran Delach, Azusa                                                                                                

Bill Kelly, Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                          
Chris Kelly, Chino Hills                                                                                       
Don Penman, Arcadia                                                                                     

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                              
Anthony Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                               

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                          
Bill Crowe, El Segundo                                                                                   

Steve R. Thatcher, SRT Associates                                                            
Ernesto Marquez, Hawaiian Gardens                                                           

Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan, La Mirada (Retired)                                               
Bob & Nadean Dickey, South Gate                                                        

Deborah Lopez, Pico Rivera                                                                              
Jan Perkins, Management Partners                                                             

Andy Takata, Yucca Valley                                                                           
Marcia Raines, Millbrae                                                                                  

Gene Rogers, Moreno Valley (Retired)                                                   
Anthony R. Ybarra, South El Monte                                                           

Arthur C. Simonian, Simonian Consulting, Inc.                                              
Bob Griego, Irwindale                                                                                        

Ken Caresio, Retired City Manager                                                               
Greg Nordbak, Midway City Sanitary District                                            

Carlos Urrutia, Rocklin                                                                                
Michael P. Busch, Urban Futures, Inc.                                                         

Wade McKinney, Atascadero                                                                         
Mike & Judie Sedell, Simi Valley                                                                    

Andy Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates                                              
Tim Kerr, Retired City Manager                                                                     

Doug LaBelle, Chino Hills  (Retired)                                                                
City of Cerritos                                                                                                          

John Keisler, Long Beach                                                                              
Sheryl Lindsey-Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                                    

Sam Olivito, California Contract Cities Association                                                                                      
Bob Dominguez, Placentia (Retired)                                                                      

Jack Lam, Rancho Cucamonga                                                                               
Larry F. Pennell, Wasco (Retired)                                                                                        

Phil Vince, Martinez                                                                                                 
Gary Chicots, Retired City Manager                                                                        

Rod B. Butler, Crescent City                                                                                    
Jerry Gruber, Atherton                                                                                     

Fred Latham, Santa Fe Springs                                                                 
Anthony Lopez, Retired City Manager                                                             

Jim Gilley, The GILLEY GROUP LLC                                                          
Marshall Linn, Urban Futures, Inc. 

 

 

 

http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/      

California's "Santa Cities"  

Kenneth R. Pulskamp  began his public 

management career in 1980 an a 

Management Analyst II in Fresno.  In 1982 Ken 

became the Fresno  Deputy City Manager, 

before joining the Bakersfield  staff as Assistant 

City Manager/Administration in 1986.  In 1987 

Ken became the Bakersfield  Assistant City 

Manager/Development. He then moved to 

Santa Clarita  as Assistant City Manager in 1988, 

and he became Interim City Manager in June, 

2002 and was appointed permanent in 

November of that year.  Ken has a BA from 

California State University and an MPA from the 

University of San Francisco.  He was the 2005 

ICMA Award recipient  for Program Excellence 

for  Outstanding Partnerships: 

Public -Private Partnerships.  Ken 

has a 30 -year ICMA Service 

Award and he is an ICMA 

Credentialed Manager.  Ken is 

the 2009 -2010 President of the 

City Managerõs Department of 

the League of California Cities.                     
http://www.santa -clarita.com/cityhall/cmo/citymanager.asp  

 

 

 

http://www.psomasfmg.com/   

http:// www.urbanfuturesinc.com/  

http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/
http://www.santa-clarita.com/cityhall/cmo/citymanager.asp
http://www.psomasfmg.com/
http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/
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California's "Santa Cities"  

Santa Clarita  Assistant City Manager Kenneth 

Striplin began his public management career in 

1996 as a Santa Clarita  Administrative Analyst.  

In 1997 Ken took a Management Analyst post, 

and in 2001 he wa s appointed Assistant to the 

City Manager/Interim Technology Services 

Manager/Interim Human Resources Manager.  

He became a full -time Assistant City Manager  in 

September, 2004.  Ken has a BA and MPA from 

California State University, Northridge, and a 

PhD from Pepperdine University.   

Laura A. Biery is an Administrative Analyst in 

Economic Development for 

Santa Clarita .  She began her 

public service career in 2002 as 

an Intern in Encinitas .  In August, 

2003 Laura took an 

Administrative Trainee post in San 

Diego County, and in December 

of that year she was appointed Local 

Government Analyst for the San Diego Local 

Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO).  In 

2005 Laura became an Administrative Analyst II 

in Palmdale , and in 2008 she moved to her 

current position with Santa Clarita .  Laura, a Los 

Alamitos High School graduate, has a BA from 

the University of California, San Diego and an 

MPA from San Diego State University.  She was 

the 2008 -2009 President of the Municipal 

Management Association of Southern Californ ia 

(MMASC).  In 2009 Laura was awarded the 

ICMA Workplace Diversity Scholarship. She is a 

member of Women Leading Government.  

Santa Clarita  TS Manager/Administrative 

Services Kevin M. Tonoian  was the 1998 -1999 

MMASC President.  

Sarona Vivanco is a Senior Ma nagement 

Analyst in Santa Clarita .  Sarona was the 2005 -

2006 President of MMASC.  She is a member of 

Women Leading Government.  

 

 

 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/  

 

 

 

www. jone shall.com  

Santa Rosa  City Manager Jeffrey C. Kolin , 57, is 

soon leaving the city to accept the Beverly Hills 

City Manager appointment, where he will start 

in January.  There he will be filling in behind the 

retirement of Rod Wood .  Jeff was a Recreation 

Superintendent in Newport Beach  in 1980, and 

he moved to Anaheim  in 1985 for a similar 

position.  In 1989 Jeff went to Santa Clarita as 

the Director of Parks & Recreation.  In 1991 he 

was appointed Deputy City Manager, and in 

1996 he became the City Manage r in Pittsburg , 

California.  He was selected for the Santa Rosa  

City Manager post in August, 2000.  Jeff was 

President of the City Managerõs Department of 

the League of California Cities from September, 

2007 until September, 2008. He has a BA and an 

MA in Sociology from California State University, 

Long Beach.  An ICMA Credentialed Manager, 

Jeff earned a 25 -year ICMA Service Award in 

2005. Jeff has become an avid cyclist, and 

often peddles long distance rides  with his wife . 

 

 

Tyler Simpson Pouncéy       

and  his grandmother      

Susan Simpson  wish   

everyone exceedingly               

Happy Holidays 2009!  

 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.joneshall.com/
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Experienced in conducting personnel ð                             

and internal affairs investigations.                                                          

Contact Joseph C. De Ladurantey            
714.940.6370 | 877.818.5621        

jdeladurantey@willdan.com                     

www.willdan.com  

California's "Santa Cities"  

Greg D. Scoles is the Deput y City Manager in 

Santa Rosa , and he got his local government 

career started in 1977 as an Administrative 

Assistant in Los Alamitos .  In 1980 Greg was 

appointed Director of Planning in The Dalles, 

Oregon, and in 1982 he returned to California 

as a Planner in Pinole . In 1986 Greg was 

appointed Planning Director  in Tiburon.  After a 

few years (1987 -1993) in private business, Greg 

was selected to be the Community 

Development Director in Newberg, Oregon in 

1993.  In 1996 he became the Assistant City 

Administrat or in Ashland, Oregon, and in 2000 

he was appointed City Administrator.  Greg 

once again returned to California in 2002 for his 

current post in Santa Rosa . Greg has a BA from 

California State University, Long Beach and an 

MPA from USC. He has earned a 25 -year ICMA 

Service Award, and he was the recipient of the 

2002 ICMA Program Excellence Award for 

Outstanding Partnerships: Intergovernmental 

Cooperation.   

Municipal Law Services                                 

Colantuono & Levin     

www.CLLAW.US 

 

http://www.ejdelarosa.com/  

Santa Clara , founded in 1777 and incorporated 

in 1852, is the site of the eighth of 21 California 

missions.  Santa Clara  City Manager Jennifer D. 

Sparacino  has served in her current position 

since March, 1987.  She came to Santa Clara  in 

1976 as a Program Coordinator/Assistant 

Director of Community Recreation.  In October, 

1979 Jennifer became and Administrative 

Assistant, and then was elevated to Deputy City 

Manage r in September, 1983, a position she 

remained in until her City Manager 

appointment in 1987.  Jennifer has a BA and 

MA from San Jose State University.   She served 

on the Executive Board of the City Managerõs 

Department of the League of California Cities i n 

2007. Jennifer has earned a 30 -yea r ICMA 

Service Award, and impressively was the 

recipient of the ICMA Career Excellence Award 

in Honor of Mark E. Keane.  

Santa Maria  City Manager Tim S. Ness began 

his public service career in 1978 as an 

Administrative A ssistant with the County of San 

Luis Obispo.  In 1982 he was promoted to 

Principal Administrative Analyst, and in 1985 he 

was selected to serve as the Deputy County 

Administrator.  He was recruited for his current 

assignment as Santa Maria  

City Manager in April, 1995.  

Tim has an AA from Palomar 

Community College, and a 

BS and MA from California 

Polytechnic State University, 

San Luis Obispo. He has 

earned a 30 -year ICMA 

Service Award. http://www.ci.sant a-maria.ca.us/203.shtml  

 

 

 

www.willdan.com  

 

http://www.americanhomelandsolutions.com/
http://www.cllaw.us/
http://www.ejdelarosa.com/
http://www.ci.santa-maria.ca.us/203.shtml
http://www.willdan.com/
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California's "Santa Cities"  

Richard J. Haydon  is the Assistant 

City Manager in Santa Maria .  He 

was a Business Manager in 

Monterey  Police Department in 

1989, and in 199 1 he took a 

Financial Analyst position in Dinuba .  In 1993 

Rick became the Budget & Employee Relations 

Manager in Dinuba .  In 1996 he moved to Santa 

Maria  as the Assistant to the City Manager, and 

he received his current assignment as Assistant 

City Manage r in July, 2000.  Rick has a BA from 

California State University, Fresno and an MPA 

from Golden Gate University.  

Santa Monica  City Manager P. Lamont Ewell  

began his public service career as a firefighter 

in Compton .  He was promoted through the 

ranks in Compton  and in Prince Georgeõs 

County, Maryland.  He was appointed Fire 

Chief in Oakland  in 1991.  He was later named 

Assistant City Manager in Oakland  and then 

was the Acting City Manager in Oakland  in 

1997.  In July of that year he went to North 

Carolina as the City Manager in Durham.  In 

2001 he returned to California as the Assistant 

City Manager in San Diego , and he was 

appointed San Diego  City Manager in 2004.  

Lamont was selected for the Santa Monica  post 

in 2006.  Lamont announced his retirement in 

August of this year after 34 -years of public 

service.  

Listen to Country Music Singer /Song Writer         
Casey Simpson   

www.myspace.com/caseysimpsonmusic 

 

 

 

 

http: //caltrust.org/                                                          
Contact Lyle Defenbaugh  about CalTRUST investment 

opportunities  for cities .  Lyle.Defenbaugh@wachoviaps.com  

Email Contact at:  woconnor@ocsec.com  

Jennifer F. Phillips  is the Assistant City Manager 

in Santa Monica .  She began her public service 

career as a Recycling Specialist for the Los 

Angeles County Sanitation Districts in 1991.  In 

1994 she spent about 9 month as a Program 

Administrator in private business, and in 

December, 1994 she was appointed Principal 

Finance Analyst for the Orange County Transit 

Authority.  In 1999 Jennifer was selected to 

serve as the Assistant to the City Manager in  

Fullerton .  In 2004 she left Fullerton to be the 

Animal Care Services Director in Orange 

County.  She kept that assignment until 2009 

when she came to Santa Monica  for the 

Assistant City Manager post.  Jennifer has a BS 

and MPA from California State Unive rsity, Long 

Beach.  She was the MMASC President in 2002 -

2003, and is a member of Women Leading 

Government.  She attended the Emerging 

Leaders Development Program as part of the 

Class of 2008.  Jennifer has earned a 10 -year 

ICMA Service Award.  

James L. Arm strong began his municipal 

government career in 1977 as a Management 

Intern in Santa Ana .  In July of that year he took 

an Administrative Aide slot with Anaheim , and 

in 1978 he was promoted to Administrative 

Assistant.  In October, 1979 Jim was selected to  

be the Assistant to the City Manager in 

Anaheim . In 1983 Jim was recruited to be the 

City Manager in Hanford , where he served for 

seven years before returning to Anaheim  as the 

Assistant City Manager in 1990.  In 1992 he was 

appointed City Manager in Fullerton , and then 

in October, 2001 he became the Santa Barbara  

City Administrator.  Jim has a BA from the 

University of California and an MPA from 

California State University.  He has earned a 30 -

year ICMA Service Award.  

 

 

 


