
  
  

 

 

 

 

www.trackdownmanagement.net  

 Jack A. and Susan Simpson, 16707 Gerritt Avenue, Cerritos, California  90703 -1442          
Office No. 562/ 926-0800; Cell Nos.  562/896 -5424 & 310/418 -1035 

jack@trackdownmanagement.net ; and jsimpson@trackdownmanagement.net  

 

      November,  2009 

      Volume 3, No. 11 

                                           
                                     ñProviding thread to help stitch together the 

                                     fabric of the City Management Community.ò 

November Starts With the Letter "N"   

So Here Are Some California "N"     

City Managers  

There are ten California cities with names that 

start with the letter "n,"  from Napa  to Novato .  

There are also a little more than that number of 

city managers whose  last names begin with the 

letter "n."  This issue attempts to list as many of 

these folks as possible within our format 

limitations.  

Please review the material on  HdL Companies 

on Page 9.  You may find additional information 

on the company by  visiting their web site.  HdL 

is one of our ori ginal sponsors and we are 

forever grateful .  We hope you enjoy the "read."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Managers Tom Robinson  of La Mirada , Linda 

Benedetti -Leal  of Paramount , and Norwalk 's Ernie Garcia  

pose for a quick picture at a Gateway Cities City 

Managers meeting on Wednesday morning, Octob er 21 in 

La Mirada .  Ernie made a fine presentation about the City 

of Norwalk 's Public Art Program at the meeting.   The 

Gateway Cities City Manager Chair is Steve Helvey , City 

Manager in Whittier . 
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SPOT LIGHT ON EXCELLENCE:  Atascadero  Assistant 

City Manager Jim Lewis  is an alumnus of the USC 

School of Policy, Planning and Development  (SPPD) 

where he continues to be committed as a member 

of the Alumni Associationõs Board of Governors.  He 

is also a member of the Advisory Board for the 

Master of Public Administration program.  Jim is an 

example of the fine young people serving in public 

management today.  He recently contributed a 

$250,000 insurance trust to SPPD, he says to 

reciprocat e the investment he received as a 

student.  His donation reflects his support of the USC 

schoolõs mission to prepare the leaders of tomorrow.  

Jim is a Past President of the Municipal Management 

Association of Southern California (MMASC) and 

currently serv es on the Emerging Leaders Task Force, 

as well as the Advisory Board, for ICMA.  He also 

serves on the Board of Directors for the Kiwanis Club 

in Atascadero , and he is currently Vice President of 

the Los Padres Council of the Boy Scouts of America.   

A busy man indeed!  In th e picture  above  Jim and 

his wife Debi are making wine. Got to love the USC 

colored Hawaiian shirt.   

 

 

 

www.keenan.com  

 

 

 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/  

 

 
 

http ://www.piperjaffray.com  

 

"N" is For City Managers  

Some of these City Manager "N" folks have 

been listed in previous issue of the City 

Manager Newsletter so you may find what you 

consider to be redundancies.  For that we 

apologize in advance.  
 
 

Napa  City Manager Mike 

Parness served as the 

Executive Assistant to the 

Mayor in Renton, Washington 

from March, 1979 until 

October, 1989.  That year he 

came back to California to 

become the City Manager in 

San Clemente .  In 2002 Mike headed north to 

accept the appoi ntment as City Manager in 

Walnut Creek .  He served there until 2006, and 

in that year he was selected for his current post 

as City Manager in Napa .  Mike has a BS from 

the University of Santa Clara, and an MPA from 

California State University , Hayward .  He has 

earned a 30 -year ICMA Service Award.  

http://www.cityofnapa.org  

Chris Zapata, Jr.  began his career in Arizona 

where he was the  Town Manager in Superior  

for 2-years starting in December, 1991.  In 1993 

Chris we nt to  Eloy, Arizona  as City Manager , 

and in 1995 he returned to the Superior Town 

Manager post.  Chris moved to Glendale, 

Arizona as the Utilities Director  in 2000, and he 

was appointed Deputy City Manager in 2002.  

He came to California in 2004 to take hi s current 

position as City Manager in National City .  He 

has a BS from Northern Arizona University.  Chris 

is a Past President of the International Hispanic 

Network, and he was a Board Member for the 

Arizona City/County Management Association.  

He has a 10 -year ICMA Service Award.  

 

http://www.keenan.com/
http://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.piperjaffray.com/
http://www.cityofnapa.org/
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William W. Way Jr.  is the current City Manager in 

Needles ,  where model train hobbyist Richard 

Rowe  retired as City Manager before òun-

retiringó to take the City Manager assignment in 

Barstow . Bill came t o Needles from California 

City where he served as City Manager for 

about 3 -years.  He began his career in retail 

management.  His first public agency post was 

with an area agency for aging.  Bill has an MPA 

from Brigham Young University. Bill's hobbies are  

writing and photography.  

Needles is located on the banks of the scenic 

Colorado River across the bridge from Arizona 

and near the southern tip of Nevada.  Needles 

was founded in 1883 and incorporated in 1913.  

 

 

 

www. joneshall .com  

 

 

www.willdan.com  

Gene Albaugh  is the City Manager in Nevada 

City , first joining the city in an "Interim" capacity. 

Gene was the Nevada County Chief 

Administrative Officer from 1979 until 1992.  

Since then he has served as a government 

agency consultant .  Immediately prior to his 

current post, Gene was the Interim City 

Manager in Plymouth .  He was the Finance 

Director in Citrus Heights  when it incorporated in  

1997. He also worked for  Elk Grove and Ra ncho 

Cordova.   

Listen to Country Music Singer/Song Writer         
Casey Simpson  

www.myspace.com/caseysimpsonmusic   

 

 

Trackdown Posse Roster                                               

 
Gregory Korduner, Huntington Park *                                                     

Howard Chambers, Lakewood                                                                      
Mike Egan, Bellflower                                                                                     
Ernie Garcia, Norwalk                                                                                       

Joe Tanner, City Manager                                                                                            
Bob Adams, Vallejo                                                                                           

Bob Gutierrez, Moreno Valley                                                                       
Dave Carmany, Seal Beach                                                                            

Maria Dadian, Artesia                                                                                    
Linda Lowry, Pomona **                                                                                   

Ken Bayless, Greater L.A. Vector Control District                                           
Jeff Stewart, Los Alamitos                                                                             

YŜǾƛƴ hΩwƻǳǊƪŜ, Urban Futures, Inc.                                                             
Tom Odom, Lomita                                                                                                                                                                      

George Rodericks, Belvedere                                                                                                                                                        
June Catalano, Pleasant Hill                                                                        

Nelson Oliva, Hercules                                                                                
Richard Ramirez, American Canyon                                                              

Vern Lawson, Lancaster **                                                                               
Fran Delach, Azusa                                                                                                

Bill Kelly, Urban Futures, Inc.                                                                          
Chris Kelly, Chino Hills                                                                                       
Don Penman, Arcadia                                                                                     

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                              
Anthony Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                               

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                                          
Bill Crowe, El Segundo                                                                                   

Steve R. Thatcher, SRT Associates                                                            
Ernesto Marquez, Hawaiian Gardens                                                           

Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan, La Mirada (Retired)                                               
Bob & Nadean Dickey, South Gate                                                        

Deborah Lopez, Pico Rivera                                                                              
Jan Perkins, Management Partners                                                             

Andy Takata, Yucca Valley                                                                           
Marcia Raines, Millbrae                                                                                  

Gene Rogers, Moreno Valley (Retired)                                                   
Anthony R. Ybarra, South El Monte                                                           

Arthur C. Simonian, Simonian Consulting, Inc.                                              
Bob Griego, Irwindale                                                                                        

Ken Caresio, Retired City Manager                                                               
Greg Nordbak, Midway City Sanitary District                                            

Carlos Urrutia, Rocklin                                                                                
Michael P. Busch, Urban Futures, Inc.                                                         

Wade McKinney, Atascadero                                                                         
Mike & Judie Sedell, Simi Valley                                                                    

Andy Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates                                              
Tim Kerr, Retired City Manager                                                                     

Doug LaBelle, Chino Hills  (Retired)                                                                
City of Cerritos                                                                                                          

John Keisler, Long Beach                                                                              
Sheryl Lindsey-Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                                    

Sam Olivito, California Contract Cities Association                                                                                      
Bob Dominguez, Placentia (Retired)                                                                      

Jack Lam, Rancho Cucamonga                                                                               
Larry F. Pennell, Wasco (Retired)                                                                                        

Phil Vince, Martinez                                                                                                 
Gary Chicots, Retired City Manager                                                                        

Rod B. Butler, Crescent City                                                                                    
Jerry Gruber, Atherton                                                                                     

Fred Latham, Santa Fe Springs                                                                 
Anthony Lopez, Retired City Manager                                                             

Jim Gilley, The GILLEY GROUP LLC 

 

 

 

http://www.joneshall.com/
http://www.willdan.com/
http://www.myspace.com/caseysimpsonmusic
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Mark Miller  is a former  City Manager in Nevada 

City .  He left in 2008 to become the Director of 

Sanitation for the Nevada County Community 

Development Agency.  Mark has a BS in 

Engineering from Lehigh University and a  

Master's from the University of California, 

Berkeley.  He wo rked for a Community Services 

District prior to coming to Nevada City . 

 

 

 

http://caltrust.org/                                                          
Contact Lyle Defenbaugh  about CalTRUST investment 

opportunities  for cities .  Lyle.Defenbaugh@wachoviaps.com  

 

 

http://www.styo.com/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Six-year old Tyler Simpson Pouncéy  

 

 

http://www.sycr.com/  

Newark  is our next "N" City for this presentation.  

Newark  has an estimated population of 44,035.  

It is located in Alameda County where it 

incorporated in 1955.  It is completely 

surrounded by the City of Fremont , where Fred 

Diaz is City Manager.  Newar k City Manager 

John Becker  has 

been with the city for 

about 19 -years, 

working his way 

through the ranks 

from Administrative 

Analyst, and then on 

to Senior Information 

Systems Analyst, 

Finance Director, Administrative Services 

Director, and Assistant City M anager.   Prior to 

joining the Newark  staff John worked some 14 -

years in the private sector. John became 

Newark  City Manager following the December, 

2005 retirement of City Manager Alberto Heuzo .  

Al had mentored John and Jim Reese , who 

were both promoted t o Assistant City Manager 

positions in 2002, training both to be in a 

position to take the City Manager post. Jim 

moved east prior to Al's retirement.   Newark 

has established a tradition of promoting from 

within.  Both Al and the previous City Manager 

Paul Tong were promoted after serving as 

Assistant City Manager.  John has a BS in 

Criminal Justice from San Jose State University, 

and an MPA from Golden Gate University in San 

Francisco.  John's hobbies include running and 

playing both basketball and softbal l.  He has 

completed seven marathons including the 2004 

Boston Marathon.  He is a past President of the 

Newark Rotary Club.   

http://www.newark.org/departments/city -managers -office/  

Email Contact at:  woconnor@ocsec.com  

 

 

http://caltrust.org/
mailto:Lyle.Defenbaugh@wachoviaps.com
http://www.styo.com/
http://www.sycr.com/
http://www.newark.org/departments/city-managers-office/
mailto:woconnor@ocsec.com
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http://www.parsinfo.org/  

"N" is For City Managers  

Stanislaus County's City of Newman  has some 

10,000 population.  Michael E. Holland  is the 

current City Manager.  Former City Manager 

Cleve Morris  (1998-2003) is currently the City 

Manager in Patterson .  He has a BA and MPA 

from Brigham Young University, and a 20 -Year 

ICMA Service Award.  

Newport Beach  City Manager Dave Kiff  was 

appointed in September of this year to take 

over for the retiring Homer Bludau .  He joined 

the Newport Beach  staff in 1998 as the Assistant 

to the City Manager and later moved on to 

Deputy City Manager and then Assistant City 

Manager.  Prior to coming to the City, Dave 

was an Assistant to the City Manager in the City 

of Orange .  Prior to that Dave  worked for the 

County of Orange Supervisor Marian Bergeson 

as an Assistant.  He started his career working at 

a staff consultant level for the California State 

Legislature for the Senate Local Government 

Committee.  He has a BA from California State 

University, Sacramento and a MGA from the 

Fels Institute at the University of Pennsylvania.  

He is a four -time Ironman Triathlete.  Dave has a 

20-year ICMA Service Award.  

"Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want 

to test a man's character, give him p ower".                  

--Abraham Lincoln   

 

Municipal Law Services                                 

Colantuono & Levin     

www.CLLAW.US 

 

Beth A. Groves  is current ly the Interim City 

Manager in Norco .  She started her public 

service career in 1995 as an Executive Policy 

Manager with the Orange County Board of 

Supervisors.  In 1996 she joined the Corona  staff 

where she work various posts between 1996 

and 2002.  That year she was appointed 

Corona  Assistant City Manager, and she was 

elevated to City Manager in 2004.  Beth has a 

BAA from Central Michigan University and an 

MPA from California State University.   

 

   

 

http://www .hdlcompanies.com/     

Norwalk  has a population of about 108,000.  It 

incorporated in 1957.  Ernie Garcia  has been 

the Norwalk  City Manager since 1994.  Ernie 

began his public service career as a 

Superintendent for the former Southeast Parks 

and Recreatio n District in Southeast Los Angeles 

County.  In 1980 he became the Assistant 

Recreation Director for the City when Norwalk  

took over its own parks and recreation services.  

In 1987 he moved to the City Managerõs office 

as the Executive Assistant to the Cit y Manager, 

and in 1988 he was appointed Deputy City 

Manager.  Ernie is a Viet Nam veteran.  He has 

a BA from Whittier College and he has earned 

a 30-year ICMA Service Award.  He has been 

known to spend some time on the beach at 

San Clemente . 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com  

 


