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California's City Managers in
Parks, Gardens and Groves

It sounds so nice and relaxing to be a manager
at the beach or on the shores of some
picturesque lake. However, whether it is nice
or not is not a function of the community's
name or natural environment It is always the
"people.” In this second October, 2009 issue of
the City Manager Newsletter by Trackdown we
have focus sed on California City Managers
who work in cities with names that include:
parks, gardens and groves. Yes! For those of
you paying attention, we have included
Garden Grove _in this bunch.

We ran into a couple managers who keep a
very low profile, which makes finding
biographical information difficult. We continue

to use the ICMA Who's Who Directory as our
primary research tool. The cities we identified

for this issue include: Baldwin Park , Buena Park ,
Bell Gardens, Garden Grove , Hawaiian

Gardens , Huntington Park , Lemon Grove ,
Menlo Park , Monterey Park , Moorpark , Pacific

Grove , Rohnert Park and Villa Park.

We are also making this issue our annual
Halloween Special. Remember that children
love to dress in costume and "Trick or Treat."
Keep an extra special watchful eye out on
Halloween.

6) NATIONAL BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

Celebrating 25 Years of Awareness,
Education, and Empowerment

"El Jefe" Richard Fierro
Visits with Trackdown

is an executive wit h Consolidated
Disposal Service, a Republic Services, Inc., refuse

Richard Fierro

disposal, waste management and environmental
services company. Richard is a Vietnam Veteran
and a true patriot. He and his "rib"...his  lovely wife
Mary Fierro ..live in Chino. Richard and | worked
together with CDS when it was operated by John
Telesio. Richard cont inually demonstrates his
commitment and dedication to providing superior
service to his organization's municipal clients. That is
why he is known far and wide as "  El Jefe." Here heis
pictured with me at a luncheon meeting in Cerritos.
---Jack A. Simpson, Trackdown
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Women Leading Government (WLG)
An Initiative of the Cal -ICMA Coaching Program

Organized by women public managers, WLG is designed
to assist female managers in th  eir career development.

Please check out the WLG website:
http://icma.org/main/bc.asp?t=0&bcid=971

California's City Managers in
Parks, Gardens and Groves

Baldwin Park 's Vijay Singhal once worked in
the City of Sacramento Finance Department.

Between 2000 and 2005 he served in Barstow

as Deputy City Manager /Finance Director,
and eventually Interim City Manager. Vijay left
Barstow in June, 2005 to accept the Chief

Executive Officer post in the City of Baldwin

Park. He has an MBA from the University of La
Verne. Word has it that he ran in the 15th
Annual Pride of the Valley 5K Run in August.

Baldwin Park incorporated in 1956. One of the
City's big claims to fame is that it is the birth
place of In-N-Out Burger , which opened its first
store on October 22, 1948 as the first "drive
thru" restaurant in California. In-N-Out Burger
currently has more than 220 stores in four
States. The company continues to maintain
one of its' corporate offices , training facilities
and a meatpacking plant in Baldwin Park on
Hamburger Lane.

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son
Anthony D. Gonsalves

Jason A. Gonsalves

Paul A. Gonsalves

3 | PROFESSIONAL LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATION
All 925L ST. - SUITE 250 - SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-3766
916 441-0597 - FAX 816 441-5061
Email: gonsalves@gonsalvi.com

http://www.gonsalvi.com/

Trackdown Posse Roster

Gregory KordunerHuntingion Park*
Howard ChambersLakewood
Mike EganBellflower
Ernie GarciaNorwalk

Joe TannerRetired City Manager
Bob GutierrezMoreno Valley
Dave CarmanySeal Beach
Maria Dadian Artesia
Linda LowryPomona**

Ken BaylessGreater L.A. Vector Control Dist
Jeff Stewart Los Alamitos
YS@AY h Orived deilites§ Inc.

Tom Odom Lomita
Georg RodericksBelvedere
June CatalangPleasant Hill
Nelson OlivaHercules
Richard RamireZAmerican Carmn
Vern LawsonLancaster*
Fran DelachAzusa
Bill Kelly, Urban Futures, Inc.
Chris KellyChino Hills
Don PenmanArcadia
Jason Gonsalvedoe A. Gonsalves & Son
Anthony GonsalvesJoe A. Gonsalves & Son
Paul Gonsalvesloe A. Gonsalves & Son
Bill Crowe El Segundo
Gerald W. FordeMcFarland
Steve R. ThatchelSRT Associates
Ernesto MarquezHawaiian Gardens
Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloaha Mirada(Retired)
Bob & Nadean Dickeysouth Gate
Deborah LopezPico Rivera
Glenn Southardindio
Jan PerkinsManagemenPartners
Andy TakataYucca Valley
Marcia RainesMillbrae
Gene RogerdMoreno ValleyRetired)
Anthony R. YbarraSouth El Monte
Arthur C. SimonianSimonian Consulting, Inc.
Bob Griegolrwindale
Ken CaresipRetired City Manager
Greg NordbakMidway @y Sanitary District
Carlos UrrutiaRocklin
Michael P. BuschUrban Futures, Inc.
David M. JinkensSouth Lake Tahoe
Wade McKinneyAtascadero
Mike & Judie SedellSimi Valley
Andy LazzarettoA.C. Lazzaretto & Associates
TimKertd LYy ¢NIyarAldAzys
Doug laBelle Retired,Chino Hills
City ofCerritos
John KeislerLong Beach
Sheryl LindseyBoell, CH2MHILL OMI
Sam Olivitg California Contract Cities Association
Bob DominguezPlacentia(Retired)
Jack LamRancho Cucamonga
Larry F. Pennelinterim City ManagerEillmore

Fred LathamSanta Fe Springs
Anthony Lopez Retired City Manager
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Piper]Jaffray.

http://www.piperjaffray.com

California's City Managers in
Parks, Gardens and Groves

Happy Halloween!

Buena Park is located in Orange County and
had a 2000 Census populati on on 78,282. The
City is home to many tourist attractions,
including: Knott's Berry Farm Theme Park,
Knott's Soak City, Pirate's Dinner Adventure
Show, Medieval Times, Movieland Wax
Museum, Ripley's Believe It or Not museum, and
there used to be a Japane se Village and Deer
Park and Alligator Farm there too.

Buena Park City Manager Rick Warsinski has
been with the city for more than 27  -years. Rick
was the Buena Park Community Development
Director just prior to his appointment to City
Manager. He has ser ved on the Board of the
Orange County Planning Directors Association,
and served as that group's President in 2003.
Rick earned a BA from Chapman University
and his Masters Degree from California State
University, Dominguez Hills.

TischlerBise

Fiscal, Economic & Planning Consultants

www.tischlerbise.com
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Mathis Group

www.MathisGroup.net
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Bell Gardens City Manager Steve Simonian is a
veteran law enforcement
professional and municipal
government  administrator.
Prior to his appointm ent as
City Manager Steve once
served as Chief of Police
and Assistant City Manager

A in Bell Gardens. Steve
- ~ began his career as a
Montebello  police officer in 1966. He rose
through the ranks and eventually became
Chief of Police, a position he held until his
retirement after 31 -years. In 2000 Steve was
appointed by Los Angeles County District
Attorney Steve Cooley to be the D.A.'s Chief of
the Bureau of Investigations.  After 5 and a half
years Steve left the D.A's office to devote his
time to his manage ment and governmental
affairs consulting firm. He did that until being
asked to return to Bell Gardens as City
Manager. Steve attended East Los Angeles
College, Rio Hondo Community College and
received an honorary doctorate in law from
Seoul Christian Un iversity. He has served on the
Boards of many local, state and n ational

governmental organizations.
http://www.bellgardens.org/n_manager.asp?view=bio

Ernesto Marquez is the City Administrato r in
Hawaiian Gardens Ernesto began his career
as an Administrative Aide in  Hawaiian Gardens
in 1992. In 1997 he left the city to be an
Administrative  Aide with the California
Department of Fish & Game. In 1998 Ernesto
took a Teen Center Director posit ion with the
City of Long Beach , and in 1999 he returned to
Hawaiian _Gardens as an Administrative
Analyst. He was soon promoted to Assistant
City Manager. In January, 2003 he was
designated Acting City Administrator and the
"acting" was removed from hist itle in 2006. He
has a BA from California State University, Long
Beach.
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Garden Grove City Manager
Matthew J. Fertal joined the
city staff in January, 1989 as
the Economic Development
Manager. He was appointed
Community Development
i Director in 1992. Matt was
selected for the Assistant City Manager post in
July, 200l1lin addition to his Community
Development Director duties. He was
appo inted City Manager in February, 2004.
Matt has a BS in Urban Planning and an MBA
from Cal Poly Pomona. He is a licensed Real
Estate Broker. Matt is a Past President of the

Kiwanis Club of Greater Garden Grove
http://www.ci.garden _ -grove.ca.us/?q=citymanager/MattFertal
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"Women are like teabags. We don't know our
true strength until we
-- Eleanor Roosevelt

Happy Halloween!
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www.theanswertoclassicrock.com

Gregory D. Korduner began his public service
career during his high scho ol and college years
working about 6 -years in the Norwalk Public
Works Department. In September, 1975 Greg
went to Artesia to fill an Administrative Assistant
post. In 1977 he was appointed Planning
Director and in 1978 he became Artesia
Assistant City M anager. In August, 1981 Greg
was appointed City Manager in South El
Monte , and he left there in 1981 when he was
selected to be City Administrator in El Monte .
After leaving El Monte in 1999, Greg did some
interim work including with  La Habra Heights ,
prior to his appointment as the  Huntington Park

City Manager in September, 1999. Greg has
an AA from Cerritos Community College, a BA
from California State University, Fullerton and
an MPA from California State University, Long
Beach. Greg's wife Karen is a teacher with the
Downey Unified School District.
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Library Garden in Bellflower .
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Menlo Park City Manager Glen Rojas work for
Chino_for 28-years; as the Community Services
Director, Interim City Manager and 10  -years as
City Manager. Glen, 58, left Chino in August,
2007 to accept his current post in
Former Menlo Park City Manager David Boesch
left the city t o become the Assistant County
Manager in San Mateo County. Glen has
earned a 10 -year ICMA Service Award.

June M. Yotsuya was an Administrative Analyst
in Whittier in 1986. In 1989 she moved to
Downey in an Assistant to the City Manager
post. In August, 2001 June was appointed
Assistant City Manager in  Seal Beach where
she served until she was selected to be
Monterey Park City Manager in 2008. June is a
Past President of MMASC (1990 -91). She has
earned a 20 -year ICMA Service Award.

BoB MURRAY
& ASSOCIATES

http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/

HAEOE@REOOEMEER

Menlo Park .

O’CONNOR ., COMPANY SECURITIES

P UBLTIC FINANCE

Email Contact at:

y\/ WILLDAN
Financial Services

www.willdan.com

woconnor@ocsec.com

Though not incorporated until July 1, 1983,
Moorpark was founded in 1900 by  Robert
Poindexter , who presumably named the
community after the " Moorpark " apricots that
grew in the area. Moorpark College, founded

in 1963, opened on September 11, 1967. It is
one of the few colleges in the U.S. that includes
curriculum for Exotic Animal Training and
Management.

Steven A. Kueny began his public service
career in 1975 as an Administrative Aide in
Commerce . In 1976 he took an Administrative
Assistant post in Walnut where he became
Assistant to the City Manager in 1978 and
Assistant City Manager in 1980. Steve was
selected to be the Tehachapi City
Administrator in 1981, and in 1984 he was
appointed City Manager in Moorpark . Steve
has a BA and MS from California State
University. He has earned a 30 -year ICMA
Service Award.

Inside a concrete TV in Hollywood.
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Moorpark 's Assistant City Manager also has a
30-year ICMA Service Award.  Hugh Ridge Riley
began his public management career in 1974
as an Assistant Engineer in Tucumcari, New
Mexico. During the next 11 -years Hugh worked
his way up in the organization: Director of
Community Planning & Development, 1975;
Assistant Manager, 1978; Deputy City
Manager, 1984; and City Manager in 1985.
Hugh served as Tucumcari City Manager until
1988 when he came to California to be the
Hollister City Manager. In 1994 he moved to
Southern California to take the City Manager
post in Temple City . He became th e Moorpark
Assistant City Manager in 2000. Hugh has a BS
from Pennsylvania State University.

Happy Halloween!

WILLDAN

Homeland Solutions

Experienced in conducting personnel 0 and
internal affairs investigations.

www.willdan.com

Villa Park City Manager Lori Sassoon is a former
Assistant City Manager in  San Bernardino . She
served as Acting San Bernardino City Manager

for a short time prior to new City Manager
Charles McNeely 's moved from Reno. Lori
came to Villa Park in June, 2009. She has a BA
from Ca lifornia State Polytechnic University,
Pomona and an MPA from California State
University, San Bernardino.

J

JONES HALL

www. joneshall .com
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Graham Mitchell is the City Manager in Lemon
Grove , a city in San Diego County with a 2000
Census population of 24,918. Lemon Grove is a
"contract city" receiving law enforcement
services from the San Diego County Sheriff.
The city incorporated in 1977. Management
Ana lyst Mike James has the only Lemon Grove
listing in the ICMA Who's Who Directory as an
Affiliate Member. Mike has served on the
MMASC Board.

Real Estate
Development

A Entitlements
kO SMon Finance/Economics

companies

http://www.kosmont.com/

Stephen R. Donley has served as Rohnert Park
City Manager since 2005. He was a San Diego
County Administrative Intern in 1990. In 1993
he was an Americorps Volunteer in Vallejo ,
and in 1994 he took a Program Coordinator
post in Alhambra . In 1996 Steve went to
Burbank as an Administrative Assistant; th en
Administrative Officer in 1997 and then in 2000

he became  Burbank's Deputy Director of
Community Development. He was appointed
Assistant City Manager in  Rohnert Park in 2001.
He has a BA from the University of California
and an MPA from USC  Steve is an ICMA
Credentialed Manager and has earned a 10 -
year ICMA Service Award. Steve has served in
the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve. This year he
decided to stay with the Coast Guard where

he is a Lieutenant based in Alameda . He has
resigned his City Manager pos t and has been
reassigned by the Coast Guardto ~ San Diego .

Keenan

Associates

www.keenan.com
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