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California City Managers                                                      

in "Lake" Cities  

Our past two issues included lists of cities with 

geographical descriptives, but we did not do 

all such names.  Two folks from "lake" cities 

have suggested that  we go beyond the hills, 

valleys, canyons and beaches and include a 

list of "lake" cities.  So, here we go.  

Not all of California's "lake" cities city managers 

are members of ICMA so they are not listed in 

the ICMA Who's Who Directory.  Biographical 

inform ation is sparse and extremely difficult to 

find on a few.  City web sites are sometimes 

entirely void of information on their city 

managers.  In fact, we have found some web 

sites that do not even list their city manager's 

name.  

These are the "lake" cities  we identified:  Big 

Bear Lake , Blue Lake , Canyon Lake , Clearlake , 

Lake Elsinore, Lake Forest , Lakeport , Lakewood , 

Mammoth Lakes , Shasta Lake , South Lake 

Tahoe , Tulelake , Westlake Village  and 

Woodlake .  We also found Sutter Creek  and 

Walnut Creek .   Not al l of these jurisdictions 

have city managers and information on some 

with city managers is difficult to find.   

 

Celebrating 25 Years of Awareness, 

Education, and Empowerment 

Members of the California City Management Foundation  Board 

held an October quarte rly meeting in Napa . Here is Anthony 

Gonsalves  of Joe A. Gonsalves Professional Legislative 

Representation,  Hanford  Assistant City Manager Hilary Straus  

and Steve E.  Heaney , Managing Director and Head of Public 

Finance for Stone & Youngberg.  There were no absences at this 

CCMF Board planning meeting.   

Members of the CCMF Board include:  (Seated L to R), Millbrae  

City Manager Marcia Raines , Indio  City Manager Glenn 

Southard , Vista City Manager and CCMF President Rita Geldert , 

Atascadero  City Manager Wad e McKinney , and CCMF 

Executive Director Bill Garrett .  Starting on the left standing:  

Anthony Gonsalves , Steve Heaney , Bill Mathis  of the Mathis 

Group, attorney Darold  Pieper , Santa Rosa  City Manager Jeff 

Kolin , Rancho Cucamonga  Assistant City Manager Pam Easter, 

Napa  City Manager Mike Parness , Hilary Straus , Laguna Hills  City 

Manager Bruce Channing  and Mark Curran of Piper Jaffray . Not 

pictured is Jack A. Simpson of Trackdown Management.  
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The City of Big Bear Lake  is in San Bernardino  

County located along the south shore of Big 

Bear Lake with a population of about 5,500.  

Big Bear Lake  City Manager Jeffrey P. Mathieu  

was the Economic Development Manager in 

Santa Monica  in 1987.  Jeff left there in 1989 to 

be the Chief of Leasing & Deve lopment in 

Orange County.  In January, 1990 Jeff returned 

to Santa Monica  as the Airport Director. He 

served in that position until 1993 when he was 

appointed Director of 

Resource Management in 

Santa Monica .  Jeff left the 

coastal city in 2006 to become 

Big Bear Lake  City Manager.  

He has a BS from California 

State University, Long Beach.   

http://www.citybigbearlake.com/cityGovt/cityManager.html  

Retired veteran City Manager David A. C aretto  

currently serves on the Big Bear Lake  Planning 

Commission.  He began his local government 

career in 1973 as a Planning Tech in Lynwood .  

In 1973 Dave move to the Planning Assistant 

post in Signal Hill where he became Assistant 

City Manager in 1976 a nd City Manager in 

1978.  In December, 1984 Dave took the 

Assistant City Manager position in Pico Rivera , 

and he was appointed Irwindale  City Manager 

in 1992.  Dave left Irwindale  in 1992 to become 

the General Manager of the Aliso Water 

Management Agency.  He has since retired to 

his home in Big Bear Lake.  Dave has a BA and 

MA from UCLA.   

Women Leading Government (WLG)  
An Initiative of the Cal -ICMA Coaching Program  

Organized by women public managers, WLG is designed 

to assist female managers in their care er development.    

Please check out the WLG website:   
http://icma.org/main/bc.asp?t=0&bcid=971  

    Trackdown Posse Roster  
Gregory Korduner, Huntington Park *  

Howard Chambers, Lakewood                 
Mike Egan, Bellflower 
Ernie Garcia, Norwalk 

Joe Tanner, Retired City Manager 
Bob Gutierrez, Moreno Valley 

Dave Carmany, Seal Beach 
Maria Dadian, Artesia 

Linda Lowry, Pomona **  
Ken Bayless, Greater L.A. Vector Control District 

Jeff Stewart, Los Alamitos 
KeǾƛƴ hΩwƻǳǊƪŜ, Urban Futures, Inc. 

Tom Odom, Lomita                                                                                                                                                                      
George Rodericks, Belvedere                                                                                                                                                        
June Catalano, Pleasant Hill 

Nelson Oliva, Hercules 
Richard Ramirez, American Canyon 

Vern Lawson, Lancaster **  
Fran Delach, Azusa 

Bill Kelly, Urban Futures, Inc. 
Chris Kelly, Chino Hills 
Don Penman, Arcadia 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 
Anthony Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 
Bill Crowe, El Segundo 

Gerald W. Forde, McFarland 
Steve R. Thatcher, SRT Associates 

Ernesto Marquez, Hawaiian Gardens 
Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan, La Mirada (Retired) 

Bob & Nadean Dickey, South Gate 
Deborah Lopez, Pico Rivera 

Glenn Southard, Indio 
Jan Perkins, Management Partners 

Andy Takata, Yucca Valley 
Marcia Raines, Millbrae 

Gene Rogers, Moreno Valley (Retired) 
Anthony R. Ybarra, South El Monte 

Arthur C. Simonian, Simonian Consulting, Inc. 
Bob Griego, Irwindale 

Ken Caresio, Retired City Manager 
Greg Nordbak, Midway City Sanitary District 

Carlos Urrutia, Rocklin 
Michael P. Busch, Urban Futures, Inc. 
David M. Jinkens, South Lake Tahoe 

Wade McKinney, Atascadero 
Mike & Judie Sedell, Simi Valley 

Andy Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates 
Fred Guido, County of Los Angeles                                                                                                                          

Tim Kerr, άLƴ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴέ 
Doug LaBelle, Retired, Chino Hills         

City of Cerritos                                                                                        
John Keisler, Long Beach                             

Sheryl Lindsey-Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                  
Sam Olivito, California Contract Cities Association                                                                                      

Bob Dominguez, Placentia (Retired)                                                     
Jack Lam, Rancho Cucamonga 

Larry F. Pennell, Interim City Manager, Fillmore                                                          

Fred Latham, Santa Fe Springs                                                        

Anthony Lopez, Retired City Manager 

http://www.citybigbearlake.com/cityGovt/cityManager.html
http://icma.org/main/bc.asp?t=0&bcid=971
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http://www.piperjaffray.com    

 

"Lake" City Managers  
 

Blue Lake , incorporated in 1910, and is located  

in the Mad River Valley .  It  is home to a bout 

1,135 residents who are mostly employed in 

nearby Arcata  and Eureka .  Karen Suiker  is the 

Interim City Manager in Blue Lake , appointed 

in August, 2009.  Karen is a Eureka  resident and 

has held various positio ns with the County of 

Humboldt.  She has also served as the interim 

Director of Fiscal Affairs at Humboldt State 

University.  She has been active as a board 

member of various agencies and programs 

throughout the Eureka  area.  In addition to her 

Blue Lake  management duties, Karen has 

been tasked with recruiting a permanent city 

manager replacement.  

Canyon Lake  City Manager  is 

Lori Moss, 46. She is a former 

Murrieta  Assistant City 

Manager , appointed in 1999, 

leaving the Riverside County 

Economic Development 

Agency where she was the 

Assistant Director of Desert 

Operations officed in Indio . Lori 

joined the county staff in 1985.  

In September, 2004 Lori was 

selected to serve as the  Murrieta  City 

Manager following the resignation of former 

City Manager Steve Man doki .  Lori was 

recruited to become Canyon Lake 's City 

Manager in February, 2007.  She is an Indiana 

State University graduate with a degree in 

economics and urban and regional planning. 
http ://www.cityofcanyonlake.com/city_manager.asp  

 

 

 

 

 

www.msw -consultants.com  

Clearlake  City Administrator Dale Neiman  

service in the United States Navy from 1970 to 

1974.  Then following a time in private busin ess 

Dale took a Planner position with the Tahoe 

Regional Planning Agency in 1981.  In 1984 he 

moved to Humbol d t County as a Planner, and 

in 1991 Dale was appointed Community 

Development Director in Fortuna .  He became 

the Fortuna  City Manager in late 1993 and 

resigned that post in 2002.  Dale first came to 

Clearlake  as an Interim City Administrator.  

 

 

 

 

www.MathisGroup.net  

Robert A. Brady  work in the 

Cerritos  Planning Department 

starting in 1985 and left as  the 

Planning Manager in February, 

1998.  He moved to Lake 

Elsinore as the Director of 

Community Development that 

year, and held that post until his appointment 

as Lake Elsinore City Manager in January, 2005.  

He has a BS from Michigan State University and  

an MBA from California State University.   
http://www.lake -elsinore.org/index.aspx?page=102  

 

 

http://www.jones -mayer.com/  

http://www.piperjaffray.com/
http://www.cityofcanyonlake.com/city_manager.asp
http://www.msw-consultants.com/
http://www.mathisassociates.com/
http://www.lake-elsinore.org/index.aspx?page=102
http://www.jones-mayer.com/
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http://www.gonsalvi.com/  

 

 

 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/                

 

"Lake" City Managers  

Robert C. Dunek  received his PhD from USC 

during the time he served as the Executive 

Director of  the Orange County Division of the 

League of California Cities between 1984 and 

1989.  Bob began his public service career as a 

Buena Park  police office in 1973.  He left there 

in December, 1979 as a Master Police Officer 

for a Senior Administrative Assist ant post in 

Garden Grove  and then  went on  to the 

League service.  Bob was appointed City 

Manager in Los Alamitos in October, 1989, and 

served there until his selection to be Lake 

Forest City Manager in January, 1996.   

According to CQ Press City Crime Ran kings, 

Lake Forest  is the 10th safest city in America for 

cities with populations of 75,000 to 99,999.  

 

http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm  

 

Incorporated in 1888, Lakeport  is the oldest 

community in, and the Co unty Seat of Lake 

County.  Originally named òForbestownó after 

Gold Rush pioneer William Forbes.  Lakeport  

was first a part of Napa County, and broke 

away in 1861.  At that time Forbes deeded 40 

acres of his land to the local government in 

exchange for For bestown becoming the 

County seat.    

Randy L. Johnsen  was Lakeport 's first City 

Manager.  He began his local government 

career in 1968 as an Administrative Intern in 

Lakewood .  In 1969 Randy went to Santa Fe 

Springs as an Administrative Assistant, and in 

1974 he was appointed Assistant City Manager 

in Colton .  In 1978 Randy became an Assistant 

County Administrator in San Bernardino County 

with offices in Montclair .  Randy left Southern 

California in 1984 to accept the Cotati  City 

Manager post.  He then went  to Ione in 1992 

and became the Orland  City Manager in 1995.  

He became the first Lakeport  City Manager in 

August, 2001 and retired at the end of 2006.  

Since then Randy has served in a few interim 

capacities.  In May, 2008 he became the 

Interim City Admin istrator in Gridley . Randy has 

a BA from Occidental College and an MS from 

California State University, Long Beach.  He is a 

past member of the Leagueõs City Managersõ 

Department Board and he earned a 35 -year 

ICMA Service Award.  While in   Lakeport  he 

per formed in a country music band made up 

of public employees.  We happened to catch 

their act at the Lake County Fairgrounds.  

 

http://www.sycr.com/  

 

  

 

http://www.kosmont.com/  

 

http://www.gonsalvi.com/
http://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.kndinc.com/index.htm
http://www.sycr.com/
http://www.kosmont.com/
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Lakeport  is currently between City Managers , 

and in  the interim period Police Chief Kevin 

Burke  is serving as the Acting City Manager.   

Jerry Gilham , 54, became Lakeport õs second 

city manager following Randy Johnsen õs 

retirement.  Jerry i s a Chief Warrant Officer in 

the Oregon National Guard and has been 

deployed to Iraq twice. While on deployment 

he suffered a minor stroke and back injury, and 

has been stationed at Ft. Lewis, Washington 

during his recovery period.  Before coming to 

Lakepo rt Jerry held City Manager posts in 

Baker City, Madras, Nyssa and Scappoose, 

Oregon.  He was also the Gresham, Oregon 

Chamber of Commerce Chief Executive 

Officer for a time.  Just prior to coming to 

Lakeport  he was the Assistant City Manager in 

Prineville, Oregon, and retired from that 

position in February, 2007.   

 

 

 

http://www.ejdelarosa.com/  

 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/  

 

òFilthy water cannot be washed.ó 

   -- African Proverb  

Every California City Manager should be a member !  

California City 

Management 

Foundation  

www.cacitymanagers.org  

 

We are honored to introduce two 

new Sponsors of the City Manager 

Newsletter by Trackdown.    

 

 

 

http://www.psomasfmg.com/   

 

Email Contact at:  woconnor@ocsec.com  

 

Howard L. Chambers  has been described as 

"...a phenomenon..." in the city manager craft.  

He has served Lakewood  as City Manager for 

more than three decades.  Howard began his 

career in the Lakewood  Parks and Recreation 

Department and as an Administrative Aide in 

1968.  In July, 1969 Howard went to Rosemead  

as an Administrative Assistant.  In 1972 he 

became the Rosemead  Assistant City 

Manager, and in 1973 he came back to 

Lakewood  as Executive Assistant to then -City 

Manager Milton Farrell. In 1976 Howard was 

chosen to be the Acting City Administrator 

when Milt left.  Soon after Howard was 

appoin ted permanent on a 5 -0 vote.  Howard 

has a BA from California State University, Long 

Beach, an MA from Pepperdine University, and 

an MPA from USC. He is a past Board Member 

for the League's City Managers' Department.  

 

http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/  

 

 
 

 

http://www.ejdelarosa.com/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.cacitymanagers.org/
http://www.psomasfmg.com/
mailto:woconnor@ocsec.com
http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/
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In May, 2009 at The Grand in 

Long Beach, at a special 

Public Service Recognition 

Week program, Howard 

Chambers  was recognized  

with the "Individual 

Accomplishment Award."  

Celebrated annua lly since 

1985, the 2009 Public Service 

Recognition Week  was co -chaired by a 

member of Congress, three State Senators, 

and eight State Assembly Members .  The 

program is designed to celebrate, recognize 

and identify the important contributions of 

public em ployees.  Congratulations go to 

Lakewood  City Manager Howard Chambers  

for being presented the "Individual 

Accomplishment Award " for demonstrating 

exceptional individual achievement.   

Lisa G. Novotny  went to work in Lakewood  in 

1983 and served as the Assista nt to the City 

Manager when she was appointed Deputy 

City Manager in December, 2007.  She has an 

AA from Golden West College, a BA and an 

MA from California State University, Long 

Beach.  

 

For Municipal Law Services                  

Call the Firm of                     

Colantuono & Levin                    

www.CLLAW.US 

 

 

 

 

www.keenan.com  

òMany drops make a bucket,                                         

many buckets make a pond,                                                                                    

many ponds make a lake,                                                      

and many lakes  make an ocean. ó                                                                                

-- American Columnist Percy Ross  

 

 

 

http://www.s tyo.com/  

Veteran City Manager David M. Jinkens  began 

his career in 1971 as an Executive Intern in the 

office of the California Lieutenant Governor.  In 

December of that year he took a teaching 

position in Fremont , and in 1973 he went to 

work for the City of Fremont  as a Project 

Assistant.  In 1974 Dave became the City 

Manager in Soledad . In 1977 Dave moved to 

the City Administrator post in Oroville , and in 

1982 he went to Catalina Island as the City 

Manager of Avalon .  In December, 1983 Dave 

was appointed Manteca  City Manager, and 

served there for nearly 13 -years.  In 1996 he 

became the Morgan Hill  City Manager, and in 

2000 he was appointed City Manager in Elk 

Grove .  After taking some private sector 

assignments from June, 2000 to September, 

2002, Dave was appointed City Manager in 

South Lake Tahoe .  He has an AB and an MPA 

from the University of California, and a 

graduate study Certificate from the University 

of Virginia.  Dave has earned a 35 -year ICMA 

Service Award.  

South Lake Tahoe  Director of Redevelopm ent 

and Housing Eugene M. Palazzo  is a member 

of ICMA.  He started his career as a Planning 

Technician in Nevada County in 1988. In 1990 

he went to the Planning Department in Folsom, 

and in 1993 he was appointed Director of 

Planning, Building & Economic De velopment in 

Riverbank .  In 1998 Gene became the Assistant 

to the City Administrator in Yuba .  He took his 

current South Lake Tahoe  post in 2003.  Gene 

has a BA from Humboldt State University and 

an MPA from Golden Gate University.  

 

http://www.cllaw.us/
http://www.keenan.com/
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/many-drops-make-a-bucket-many-buckets-make-a-pond/348663.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/many-drops-make-a-bucket-many-buckets-make-a-pond/348663.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/many-drops-make-a-bucket-many-buckets-make-a-pond/348663.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/many-drops-make-a-bucket-many-buckets-make-a-pond/348663.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotes/percy_ross/
http://www.styo.com/
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http://www.morelandservices.com/  

"Lake" City Managers  

Lakewood Assistant City 

Manager Sandra L. Ruyle 

has earned a 25 -year 

ICMA Service Award. 

Sandi  has worked for 

Lakewood in a full -time 

capacity since April, 1979 

when she b ecame an 

Assistant to the City Administrator. She actually 

worked as a part -timer in the Parks & 

Recreation Department prior to that. She was 

appointed Deputy City Manager in 1997 and 

became Assistant City Manager in 2008. Sandi 

has a BA and MA from Califo rnia State 

University. Sandi is one of the two Lakewood 

women who have earned ICMA Service 

Awards of 20 years or more. www.lakewoodcity.org  

In November, 1977 Raymond B. Taylor reported 

for his first city governme nt position as an 

Administrative Assistant in Simi Valley . In 

December, 1980 Ray's job title changed to 

"Administrative Officer," and in September, 

1981 he ventured to Rolling Hills Estates as 

Assistant to the City Manager. Ray was 

elevated to Assistant Ci ty Manager in Rolling 

Hills Estates in 1982. In May, 1985 he went to 

Ojai  as City Manager only to return to Rolling 

Hills Estates in October to fill that city's City 

Manager post. From April, 1990 until July, 1991 

Ray worked for a municipal executive recru iter, 

but in June, 1991 he was selected to be the 

City Manager in Malibu . He selected for the 

Westlake Village  City Manager post in January, 

1993 and is still there. Ray has a BA and MA 

from California State University, and a 25 -year 

ICMA Service Award.  

Westlake Village  Assistant City Manager 

Audrey Brown  formerly worked in the Agoura 

Hills Community Services Department.  

 

 

 

http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/  

 

 

 

www. jonesha ll.com  

 

 

 

http://www.parsinfo.org/  

 

 

www.willdan.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the beach at San Clemente  on October 4, 2009.  Wind 

did not blow out this guys surfing as his kite surfing ski lls 

dazzled those watching from the shore.  

http://www.morelandservices.com/
http://www.lakewoodcity.org/
http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/
http://www.joneshall.com/
http://www.parsinfo.org/
http://www.willdan.com/



