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                                     ñProviding thread to help stitch together the 

                                     fabric of the City Management Community.ò 

A Tip of the Hat to the Newsletter 

by Trackdown Sponsors  

 

We are honored by and most proud of 

the fine group of Sponsors who 

thoughtfully  support the City Manager Newsletter 

by Trackdown.  They are the ones who allow us 

to produce and distribute the newsletter and 

maintain the Trackdown Management Services 

web site.  òThank youó Sponsors for allowing us to 

pursue the missions to òconnectó municipal 

government executives, and he lp preserve 

California city manager history.    

Sponsors of the City Manager Newsletter by 

Trackdown are an outstanding group: Long -time 

California City Management Foundation  Board 

Secretary/Treasurer  Mark Curran of Piper Jaffray , 

and fellow CCMF Board Memb ers Steve Heaney 

of Stone & Youngberg  and Dr. Bill Mathis of the 

Mathis Group .  

òLooking back is healthy as long as we ôkeep 

moving forward õ.ó 

Anthony, Jason and  Paul Gonsalves of Joe A. 

Gonsalves & Son  have also joined the Sponsor 

team.  Anthony Gonsalve s is another member of 

the Board of the California City Management 

Foundation.  The Gonsalves family and their 

wonderful staff are always helpful and effective.  

They have 50+ client cities.    
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Tip of the Hat  

We are pleased and proud to have a good 

representative sample of former City Managers 

as Sponsors, including: Wes Wolf of Wolf & 

Co mpany , Frank G. Tripepi of Willdan Financial 

Service  (formerly MuniFinancial), Lloyd 

deLlamas of HdL Companies , Larry Kosmont of 

the Kosmont Companies , Bill Kelly and his 

Urban Futures, Inc.  colleagues,  Kevin Murphy of 

PARS and Bob Murray of Bob Murray & 

Associates.    

Also, among the Trackdown Sponsors are Lyle 

Defenbaugh of W ach ov ia Bankõs CalTrust, Dick 

Jones and Marty Mayer of Jones & Mayer , 

Andy Hall of Jones Hall , Mich ael Colantuono of 

Colantuono & Levin , Vic Thies and Joe De 

Ladurantey of Willdan Homeland Solutions , Roy 

Stephenson of Bureau Veritas , John Stephens 

of Keenan & Associates , and Ed De La Rosa, 

Eric Scriven, Ralph Holmes and others from De 

La Rosa & Co..  

As we said at the start of 2008, we intend to 

continue producing a unique, entertaining 

and enjoyable newsletter for Californiaõs top 

municipal executives and those who serve 

them.  We hope to help preserve some 

California City Manager history, while at the 

same time providing a link...or threadéto 

connect many of those practicing public 

management.  òThank youó to our Sponsors, 

Contributors:  The Mercer 

Group, Inc.  and Kinsell, 

Newcomb & De Dios, Inc. , 

Posse Member and all our 

readers for providing  us this 

opportunity.    

  

 

 

http://www.piperjaffray.com  

Trackdown Posse Roster  
Thank you for the awesome support: 
Gregory Korduner, Huntington Park *  

Howard Chambers, Lakewood 
Mike Egan, Bellflower 
Ernie Garcia, Norwalk 
Joe Tanner, Vallejo 

Bob Gutierrez, Moreno Valley 
Dave Carmany, Seal Beach 

Maria Dadian, Artesia 
Linda Lowry, Pomona **  

Ken Bayless, Greater L.A. Vector Control District 
Jeff StewartΣ άLƴ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴέ 

YŜǾƛƴ hΩwƻǳǊƪŜ, Fairfield (Retired) 
Tom Odom, Lomita                                                                                                                                                                      

George Rodericks, Belvedere                                                                                                                                                        
June Catalano, Pleasant Hill 

Nelson Oliva, Hercules 
Richard Ramirez, American Canyon 

Vern Lawson, Lancaster **  
Fred Diaz, Fremont 
Fran Delach, Azusa 

Bill Kelly, Urban Futures, Inc. 
Chris Kelly, Chino Hills 
Don Penman, Arcadia 

Jason Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 
Anthony Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 

Paul Gonsalves, Joe A. Gonsalves & Son 
Bill Crowe, El Segundo 

Gerald W. Forde, McFarland 
Steve R. Thatcher, SRT Associates 

Ernesto Marquez, Hawaiian Gardens 
Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan, La Mirada (Retired) 

Bob & Nadean Dickey, South Gate 
Deborah Lopez, Pico Rivera 

Glenn Southard, Indio 
Jan Perkins, Management Partners 

Andy Takata, Yucca Valley 
Marcia Raines, Half Moon Bay 

Gene Rogers, Moreno Valley (Retired) 
Anthony R. Ybarra, South El Monte 

Arthur C. Simonian, Simonian Consulting, Inc. 
Jay Tashiro, Moraga 

Bob Griego, Irwindale 
Ken Caresio, Retired City Manager 

Greg Nordbak, Midway City Sanitary District 
Carlos Urrutia, Rocklin 

Michael P. Busch, Urban Futures, Inc. 
David M. Jinkens, South Lake Tahoe 

Wade McKinney, Atascadero 
Mike & Judie Sedell, Simi Valley 

Andy Lazzaretto, A.C. Lazzaretto & Associates 
Fred Guido, County of Los Angeles                                                                                                                          

Tim Kerr, Turlock 
Doug LaBelle, Chino Hills         

City of Cerritos                                                                                        
John Keisler, Long Beach                             

Sheryl Lindsey-Boell, CH2MHILL OMI                                                  
Sam Olivito, California Contract Cities Association                                                                                      

Bob Dominguez, Placentia (Retired)                                                     
Jack Lam, Rancho Cucamonga 

http://www.piperjaffray.com/
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City Managers with a Finance 

Director Background s 

Among the important responsibilities of a 

City Manager is to create a fiscally responsible 

budget .  Some of our most prestigious and very 

best city managers have come from the ranks 

of Directors of Finance .  

In this presentation, we again used the ICMA 

Whoõs Who Directory as our primary research 

tool, but when possible we went beyond that 

document in our research.  We are not 

claiming to provide an exhaustive list here, but 

a fair representation of the many excellent 

California City Managers who have served as 

Finance Directors .  We hope you enjoy this 

presentation.  

Noelia Chapa , who is currently a Cit y Manager 

òIn Transition,ó is a former Pomona  Finance 

Director .  Noelia began her career in 1981 as 

an Administrative Intern in Glendora .  In 1983 

she was selected to be a Management 

Assistant in Paramount under former City 

Manager Bill Holt.  In 1986 Noel ia took an 

Administrative Assistant position in La Habra 

Heights  and worked her way to Assistant City 

Manager in 1987, Acting City Manager and 

City Manager in 1991.  In August, 1994 Noelia 

accepted the appointment as Finance 

Director  in Pomona , the 5th lar gest city in Los 

Angeles County with more than 160,000 

people. In October, 1995 Noelia was 

appointed Pomona õs Assistant City Manager.  

In July, 2002 Noelia was recruited to be the City 

Manager in Soledad .  She left there during the 

past year and is looking  for a Northern 

California location to land on her feet. Noelia 

has a BA from California State Poly Technical 

University, Pomona and an MPA from USC.  She 

was awarded her 25 -year ICMA Service Award 

in 2002.  Noelia is the 2002 -03 Past President of 

the ICMA  Hispanic Network.  

 

 

 

www.keenan.com  

J. Edward Todd  began his career as a Budget 

Analyst in Lane County, Oregon in 1972.  In 

1974 Ed took the Assistant Finance Director 

position in Springfield, Oregon and in 1981 he 

was appointed Springfieldõs Finance Director .  

In 1983 Ed went to Corvallis, Oregon to be their 

Finance Services Manager.  He became the 

Corvallis Deputy City Manager in July, 1985.  

He left Corvallis in 1988 when he was recruited 

to be the City Manager in  Dinuba .  Ed has a BS 

and MPA from the University of Oregon.  He 

served as a Board Member of the Oregon 

Section of ICMA.  He has a 30 -year ICMA 

Service Award.  

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/     

In 1979 Ruben A. D uran  began his career with 

an audit analyst position in Phoenix, Arizona.  

He worked in Phoenix until 1986 when he was 

appointed Finance Director  of Avondale, 

Arizona.  In 1986 Ruben was elevated to be 

Avondaleõs Assistant City Manager.  In 2000 

Ruben came  to California as the City 

Administrator in Oroville, and in October, 2003 

he was appointed to El Centroõs City 

Administrator post.  Ruben has a BA from 

Western International University .  He has 

earned a 25 -year ICMA Service Award.  

 

 

http://www.jones -mayer.com/  

http://www.keenan.com/
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.jones-mayer.com/
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http://www.wolfhousing.com/    

 

City Managers with a Finance 

Director Backgrounds  

Abdel L. Salem began his municipal 

government career as an Assistant Finance  

Director in El Centro  in 1973.  In 1977 he was 

appointed to be El Centroõs Finance Director , 

and in 1980 he was selected City Manager.  He 

served as the El Centro  City Manager for nearly 

23-years before moving on to the Delano  City 

Manager post in July, 2 003.  Founded in 1873 

as a railroad town, Delano , Californiaõs center 

for growing table grapes, has become the 

second largest city in Kern County with a 

population of more than 50,000.  Abdel has a 

BA from Alexandria University, Egypt.  He has 

earned a 30 -year ICMA Service Award.  

Carlsbad  City Manager Lisa E. 

Hildabrand , 52, worked with 

the professional accounting 

and auditing firm KPMG 

starting in 1988. She is a CPA. 

In December, 1991 she went 

to work in Carlsbad  as the 

Finance Director , and in 2005, afte r nearly 14 -

years as a Department Head, she was 

appointed Assistant City Manager.  In 2007, 

following the retirement of long -time City 

Manager Ray Patchett , Lisa was selected to be 

the City Manager, as òInterimó for the first eight 

months.  Lisa has a BS f rom San Diego State 

University. http://www.carlsbadca.gov/chall/manager.html  

 

 
http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/  

 

 

www.muni.com  

 

William A. Lindsay  began his 

working career on the private side 

in 1980.  In October, 1983 he was 

appointed Finance Director  in Hercule s, the 

city established by the California Powder Works 

in 1881.  He left the city on San Pablo Bay in 

1987 to become the Director of Administrative 

Services in San Ramon , another city in Contra 

Costa County. In 1995 Bill was selected to be 

the City Manager in Orinda , and in 2005 he 

was recruited to be the Richmond  City 

Manager.  He has a BA from Yale Univers ity 

and a MBA from the University of California.  He 

has earned a 20 -year ICMA Service Award.  

Former Treasurer of MMASC, Matthew E. 

Hawkesworth  is currently the Assistant City 

Manager in Rosemead .  Matt began his career 

in 1995 as an Account Clerk in El Monte , and 

then moved to Accountant in 1997 and 

Accounting Manager in 2001.  Matt left El 

Monte  in 2004 to fill the Treasurer/Finance 

Manager post in Claremont .  In 2006 he was 

appointed Treasurer/ Finance Director .  In 

October, 2007 Matt was selected to be of the 

Assistant City Manager s in Rosemead .  He has 

a BA from the University of La Verne.   

Left to right: Former Adelanto and Hercules City Manager 

Michael Sakamoto , who is a former Bellfower Finance Director ; 

current Hercules City Manager Nelson Oliva;   Jack A. Simpson of 

Trackdown; and Bellflower Parks & Recreation Director Rich 

Pierce.   All have had service in Bellflower.  

http://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.carlsbadca.gov/chall/manager.html
http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/
http://www.muni.com/
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City Managers with a Finance 

Director Backgrounds  

Eureka  City Manager David W. Tyson  served as 

the Finance Director  in two different 

jurisdictions.  He began his career in 1979 as an 

Auditor for the State of California.  In 1980 he 

went to work for Arcata  in an accounting 

position.  In December, 1981 David was 

appointed Arcata  Finance Director .  In 1990 he 

moved to  Eureka  as the Directo r of Finance . He 

was promoted to Assistant City Manager in 

1995 and then City Manager in 2000.  He has a 

BS from Humboldt State University.  David has 

earned a 25 -year ICMA Service Award.  

 

 

 

 

www.us.bureauveri tas.com  

 

Newark , California City 

Manager John D. Becker , 51, 

lists his public management 

career start in the ICMA 

Whoõs Who as the Finance 

Director  post in Newark  in 

July, 1998.  A year later John 

was named the Administrative Services 

Director, and in 20 02 he became the Newark 

Assistant City Manager.  John was selected to 

succeed Newark  City Manager Alberto  Huezo  

following his December, 2005 retirement.  He 

has a BS from San Jose State University and an 

MPA from Golden Gate University.  John is 

known as a  marathon runner and basketball 

player in his spare time.  

http://www.newark -chamber.com/city -highlights/city -manager -

message.html  

 

 

www. joneshall .com  

Starting her public career in 

Josephine County, Oregon and 

then sliding to the private sector 

and relocating to California, Linda 

C. Lowry  became the Bellflower  Assistant 

Finance Director in 1987 working with then -

Finance Director  Michael Sakamoto . Linda 

became the Finance Director  in 1988 and took 

on a dual role as Assistant City Administrator in 

1990.  She was appointed to the City 

Administrator post in 1993, first in an òActingó 

capacity and then òfor real.ó  Leaving 

Bellflower  in 1997, Linda took assignments with 

the Gateway Cities COG and South Gate , and 

in 2001 was recruited to be the Diamond Bar  

City Manager.  Linda moved from Diamond 

Bar in 2006 to be the Assistant City Manager in 

Pomona , and in 2008 she was appointed City 

Mana ger. She is a past Chair of the San 

Gabriel Valley City Manager Association. She 

has a BS from California State University, Long 

Beach and a BA from the University of 

California, Irvine.  She is a CPA. Linda was 

awarded a 20 -year ICMA Service Award in 

2007.  She is an instructor for the College of 

Extended University at Cal Poly Pomona.  

 

 

 

www. joneshall .com  

California City Management Foundation  

 

www.cacitymanagers.org  

http://www.us.bureauveritas.com/
http://www.newark-chamber.com/city-highlights/city-manager-message.html
http://www.newark-chamber.com/city-highlights/city-manager-message.html
http://www.joneshall.com/
http://www.joneshall.com/
http://www.cacitymanagers.org/
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City Managers with a Finance Director 

Backgrounds  

Mendota  City Manager Gabriel A. 

Gonzalez  was appointed Finance 

Director /Assistant City Manager in Arvin  in 1995.  

After working in the private sector from 2001 

until 2004, Gabriel was selected in June, 2004 

to be the City Manager in the Fresno County, 

City of Mend ota , incorporated in 1942 and 

recognized as the Cantaloupe Center of the 

World.  He has a BA from National University.  

California Cit y Management Foundation Board 

President Rita L. Geldert , Vistaõs veteran City 

Manager, got her start in 1978 in a Personnel 

Director capacity in Vacaville .  In 1984 Rita 

became the Assistant City Manager in Merced  

and in November, 1992 she was appointed 

Director of Finance  & Administration in 

beautiful Dana Point .  In January, 1995 Rita was 

selected to be the Assistant City Manager in 

Vista, where she was appointed City 

Manager in July, 1997.  Rita has a 25 -

year ICMA Service Award.    

   

 

 

http://www.parsinfo.org/  

Former Huntington Park  Mayor and Council Member Herb 

Hennes  passed away on November 29 in Utah.  He was 

diagnosed with lung and liver cancer three weeks earlier.  

AC DC Thunderstruck  

Others with Finance Department backgrounds:  

Turlock City Manager Tim Kerr was the Budget 

Administrator in Burbank  between 1986 and 

1990.  He has since served as City Manager in 

Livingston  and Ceres  prior to his current Cit y 

Manager post in Turlock.  

Tim is a rabid San Francisco 

Giants fan.  His 2008 family 

vacation included a visit to 

Cleveland where they saw 

the Giants play the Indians 

twice. Hereõs a picture of 

Tim and the Indiansõ 

mascot. Tim  has a 20 -year 

ICMA Service A ward.  

Cupertino  City Manager David W. Knapp  

served as the Assistant Finance/Management 

Director in San Diego  from 1975 until 1979.  

Escondido  City Manager Clayton Phillips  was 

the Deputy Finance Officer in Irvine from 1984 

to 1986.   

Carlos J. Palacios , Wat sonville  City Manager, 

was the Assistant Finance Officer in Watsonville  

from 1992 until 1995.  

Nabar Enrique Martinez , Redlands  City 

Manager, was a Budget Analyst in Dallas, 

Texas from 1981 to 1984.  

Banning  City Manager Dr. Brian S. 

Nakamura , Ph.D. was a Bu dget Analyst for 

the Elk Grove Community Services District in 

1993.  He was later a Budget/Grants Manager 

in Yale, California, according to the ICMA 

Whoõs Who Directory. Brian has served as City 

Manager in Sutter Creek , Oregon City, Oregon, 

and Reedley . 

Redding  City Manager Kurt J. Starman  began 

his public management career as a Redding  

Budget Services Officer from 1991 and 1995.   

 

 

http://www.parsinfo.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-f1cwycSWq0
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Others with Finance Department backgrounds:  

Fresno City Manager Andrew T. Souza  has 

served as a Senior Accounting Auditor, Ch ief 

of Auditing and Controller in Fresno between 

1985 and 2000.  

Lafayette  City Manager Steven B. Falk  served 

as a Senior Finance Analyst for the San 

Francisco International Airport from 1988 to 

1990. Steve has a Masters Degree from 

Harvard University.  

Made ra City Administrator David R. Tooley  was 

a Budget Analyst in Beaumont, Texas from 1978 

to 1980.  He has served as City Manager in 

Sulphur Springs, Texas and Eureka . 

Thousand Oaks  City Manager Scott W. Mitnick  

was a Finance Analyst in Brea from 1987 to 

1988, and a Finance Analyst in Burbank  from 

1989 to 1992.  He also served as the Burbank  

Budget Administrator from 1994 to 1997.   

From 1981 to 1982, Manhattan Beach  City 

Manager G. Geoffrey Dolan  was the Budget 

Administrator in Longmont, Colorado.  

Torrance  Assistant City Manager Mary K. 

Giordano  served as the Torrance  Finance 

Director  from 1986 to 1995.  Mary has a 20 -year 

ICMA Service Award.  

Orange County Executive Officer Thomas G. 

Mauk , the 1996 -97 Past President of the 

League of California Citiesõ City Managersõ 

Department, was a Finance and Budget 

Analyst between 1967 and 1970 in the City of 

Los Angeles . 

Culver City  Chief Administrative Officer Jerry B. 

Fulwood  had an accounting position with the 

Coachella Valley Water District in 1981.  Prior to 

his Culv er City  assignment he was the City 

Manager in La Cañada Flintridge . 

Former Palo Alto  Assistant City Manager, 

Emily C. Harrison , 53, currently working with 

the Santa Clara County Executive Officer, 

started her career in 1977 as an accounting 

manager for Ana heim Savings & Loan.  In 1981 

she became Assistant Finance Director in 

Orange; then in 1985 the Chief of Accounting 

in San Jose; and then Finance Director  in Palo 

Alto. She has a 25 -year ICMA Service Award.  

Michael Fuson , former Sonoma  City Manager, 

was th e Finance /Personnel Director in Pinole  

from 1972 to 1978.  He has a 30 -year ICMA 

Service Award, and was awarded the ICMA 

Program of Excellence Award for Community 

Partnership in 2006. Prior to his Sonoma  

assignment he was City Manager in Sausalito  

and Pismo Beach . 

Retired Sunnyvale  City Manager Amy Chan  

was an Accounting Officer from 1981 to 1983, 

and then the Sunnyvale  Finance Director  from 

1983 until 1994.  She has a 25 -year ICMA 

Service Award.  

Laguna Beach  Assistant City Manager John F. 

Pietig  was a Fina nce Management Analyst in 

Riverside, 1990-1992.  John has a 10 -year ICMA 

Service Award.  

Arvin  Interim City Manager Alan P. Christensen  

began his career in 1990 as a Finance Analyst 

in Visalia . He has served as City Administrator in 

Woodlake  and City Manag er in Hanford .  Arvin  

is located in Kern County about 15 miles 

southeast of Bakersfield , where Alan served as 

Assistant City Manager.  

 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/  

 

http://www.kosmont.com/
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Calendar of Events  

January 12 -14, 2009                                          

California Contract Cities Association              

Annual Sacramento Legislative Orientation Tour  

Sacramento Hyatt Regency   

www.contractcities.org  

January 22, 2009                                                    

MMANC Winter Forum                                              

Waterfront Hotel, Oakland                

www.mmanc.org  

February 4 -6, 2009                                               

League of California Cities                                                     

City Managersõ Department Meeting                         

Hyatt Regency, Monterey                 

www.cacities.org  

February 6 -8, 2009                                               

Independent Cities Association                             

Twenty -first Annual Winter Seminar                          

Fess Parkerõs Doubletree Resort, Santa Barbara 

www.icacities.org  

February  12, 2009                                                

MMASC Winter Forum                                             

Union Station, Los Angeles                  

www.mmasc.org  

 

Country Music Artist Casey Simpson surrounded by her God 

Parents, Anthony & Evelyn Gonsalves.   Anthony is a principal with 

Joe A. Gonsalves & Son, Professional Legislative Representation 

in Sacramento . He is also a member of the California City 

Management Foundat ion Board.   

Listen to Country Music Artist Casey Simpson                        

www.myspace.com/caseysimpsonmusic  

 

 

 

 

 

http://caltrust.org/  

 Contact Lyle Defenbaug h about CalTRUST investment 

opportunities  for cities .  Lyle.Defenbaugh@wachoviaps.com  

 
 

                  

 

http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/      

Women Leading  Government (WLG)  

A Cal -ICMA Coaching Program   WLG is designed to 

assist female managers in their career development.     

http://www.womenleadinggovernment.org /  

Thanks to ICMA (WLG) has a new web site.  

 

 

 

http://www.ejdelarosa.com/  

City Managers with a Finance Director Backgrounds  

There are many excellent City Managers who 

have Finance Department backgrounds and 

among those some who served as Finance 

Directors.   We do not claim to have presented 

an exhaustive l ist here, but only that it is a  

good representative list.  

Please let us know who we missed.  Also, 

please forward this newsletter to everyone you 

feel might find the material of interest.   

Best wishes to e veryone for a Happy, Healthy 

and Prosperous New Year .  May 2009 be better 

than your best past year.    

 

 

 

 

 


