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Well planned communities are most often the 

product of the combined efforts of well -

informed and courageous policy m akers, and 

professional land use planners.  Environmental 

planners, ecological assessors, zoning 

administrators and code enforcers are 

responsible for the condition of a communityõs 

livability . Of co urse, it is not their sole 

responsibility . However, it is the  planning  craft 

whose primary concern  is all aspects of a 

communityõs environmental future. 

Land use planning is a public policy subject 

area that includes disciplines which seek to 

order and regulate the use of land efficient ly 

and ethical ly. There are òcounteró planners, 

long -range general plan specialists, and many 

specialties between and beyond.    

Successful City Managers generally have a 

leadership skill -set that allows them to 

effectively direct staffing resources and control 

expenditures, while juggling the demands and 

group dynamics of a city council.   Though 

some planners, often  those deep in the 

bureaucracy of large organizations, may 

develop unrealistic òpie-in-the -skyó visions, the 

successful planners marry community welfare 

and desire s with realistic economics.  

Many California city managers have a 

community development, economic 

development or planning background or 

foundation.  Though it is impossible to find and 

list everyone who fits this criteria due to time  

and space,  we have don e our best at ferreting 

out th ose with planning in their past  to 

produce a good representative list.  We have 

again used the ICMA Whoõs Who Directory as 

our primary research too l.  We apologize in 

advance for any errors or omissions.  
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As always, please l et us know of our  errors. 

Again, we apologize in advance.  Here is our 

representative list of California City Managers 

with a òplanning disciplineó in their 

background.  

Buena Park  City Manager Rick Warsinski  was 

the cityõs Community Development Director 

prior to his appointment to the top spot.  He 

has worked for the City of Buena Park  for the 

past 27 -years, and has worked in municipal 

government for 30 -years.  Rick is a Past 

President of the Orange County Planning 

Directors Association .  He has a BA from 

Chapman University and a Masters Degree 

from California State University, Dominguez 

Hills. 

Bell Gardens  City Manager John A. Ornelas  is 

considered an expert on redevelopment  and 

economic development issues.  He previously 

served as Commis sioner of the Los Angeles  

Community Redevelopment Agency, the 

largest redevelopment agency in the country. 

Prior to his appointment in Bell Gardens , John 

served as the City Administrator in San 

Fernando  and as Deputy City Manager in San 

Gabriel .  He was als o a n Executive 

Management Consultant in Delano .  John has 

a BA from the University of California, Santa 

Barbara, and an MA from UCLAõs School of 

Architecture and Urban Planning. His public 

service career spans some 25 -years with the 

past four in Bell Garde ns.       

                                                          

Every California City Manager should be a member of the  

California City Management Foundation  

 

www.cacitymanagers.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.parsinfo.org/  

 

Kathleen A. òKathyó Millison came to work for 

the City of Clovis in 1983 when she joined the 

staff as the Assistant City Manager. Kathy 

began he r public service career as an Assistant 

Planner in Mason County, Washington in 1978.  

From there she was appointed Planning 

Director in The Dalles, Oregon in February, 1979 

and she work there until moving to Clovis.  In 

March, 1991 Kathy became the Acting City 

Manager and in May of that year she was 

appointed City Manager.  Kathy received a 

25-year ICMA Service Award in 2003 , and s he is 

a Past President of the City Managersõ 

Department of the League of California Cities.  

Kathy earned a BS from Michigan Sta te 

University. 

 

 

 

http://www.ejdelarosa.com/  

 

Clovis has been known as "Gateway to the 

Sierras" since its incorporation in 1912.  The 

2007 population  is estimated at  more than  

92,000.  April in Clovis is Wes tern Heritage 

Month.  More than 125,000 people attend 

Big Hat Days, hailed as the largest festival in 

Californiaõs Central Valley.   

John A. Ornelas,                                                            

City Manager                                                                    

City of Bell Gardens  

 

http://www.cacitymanagers.org/
http://www.parsinfo.org/
http://www.ejdelarosa.com/
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Gary R. Brown  is the City Manager of Imperial 

Beach . Gary received a 30 -year ICMA Service 

Award in 2005.  He began his public service 

career as an Epidemiologist in  Florida for the 

federal governmentõs department of HEW in 

1969.  Later that year he interned in Georgia 

with HUD and in June, 1970 he became a 

Housing Specialist with HUD.  In 1971 Gary took 

a Community Development Representative 

position with HUD in Nort h Carolina.  In 1972 he 

took a job with Winston Salem as an Evaluation 

Director.  In 1976 he became the Winston 

Salem Community Development Coordinator, 

and in 1978 he was elevated to Community 

Development Director.  In October, 1984 Gary 

moved to Lakewood , Colorado as the 

Community Development Director, and during 

his tenure in that position he served for a time 

as Acting Assistant City Manager.  In 1988 Gary 

was appointed Deputy City Manager in 

Tempe, Arizona.  He was elevated to City 

Manager in November,  1995 and served there 

until 2000.  He was appointed to the Imperial 

Beach  City Manager position in December, 

2003.  Gary has a BA from the University of 

Florida and an MBA from Wake Forest 

University.  He is a past Board Member of the 

Arizona City/County Management Association.  

 

 

 

www.us.bureauveritas.com  

Colma  Town Manager/City Clerk Diane 

McGrath  began her municipal government 

career as a Senior Planner in Breckenridge, 

Colorado in 1978.  In February, 1985  Diane 

moved to Foster City  for a similar position.  In 

1987 she became the Foster City  Director of 

Economic Development.  Diane was 

appointed Assistant City Manager in Colma  in 

2002 and became the City Manager in 

November, 2004.  Diane has a BA from 

Calif ornia State University, Long Beach and an 

MA from the University of Colorado.  In 2005 

Diane was honor with Honorary Membership in 

MMANC.  

http://www.styo.com/  

Novato  City Manager Daniel E. òDanó Keen 

was the Community Dev elopment Manager in 

Paramount  in 1983.  He moved to Norwalk  as 

Assistant City Manager in 1988, and was 

appointed La Palma  City Manager in 1995.  

Dan left La Palma  to become City Manager in 

Seaside  in 2000.  He was appointed in Novato  

in August, 2004.  Dan  has a BA  from  UCLA, and 

an MPA and MPL from the  USC.  Dan was 

presented with a 20 -year ICMA Service Award 

in 2005.   

www.myspace.com/caseysimpsonmusic 

 

Imperial Beach, known as òClassic Southern 

California,ó San Diego Countyõs 10th city and 

Californiaõs 327th city, incorporated in 1956, and  

is the most  southwesterly city in the continental 

United States.  The 2000 Census put Imperial 

Beach õs population at 26,992.  One of the big 

events the City is known for State -wide is the 

annual Sandcastle Days, which draws about 

400,000 people over the three day eve nt. The 

28th Annual Sandcastle Days  is planned for 

Friday, July 11 to Sunday, July 13, 2008.   

http://www.us.bureauveritas.com/
http://www.styo.com/
http://www.myspace.com/caseysimpsonmusic
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Paul J. Philips has served as the 

Covina  City Manager since 

June, 2000.  Paul began his 

municipal government career as 

a Planning Tech in South El 

Monte  in 1974.  He rose through 

the ranks there to Planning 

Assistant and then Director of 

Planning.  In 1977 Paul was appointed City 

Administrator in Lowe ll, Oregon.  Following a 

short stint in private business, Paul returned to 

South El Monte as City Administrator in March, 

1979.  In 1981 Paul went t o Hawaiian Gardens 

as the Assistant City Administrator, and in 1983 

he was appointed City Manager in Lawnda le.  

In 1990 Paul began is more than 10 -year tenure 

as the Artesia City Manager.  Paul has a BA 

from Chapman College and an MPA from the 

University of La Verne.  He was awarded a 25 -

year ICMA Service Award in 2002, which 

means that he has or is about to pi ck up his 30 -

year award.   

 
http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/  

Northeastern Louisiana University graduate 

Tom A. Odom  is the City Manager in the City of 

Lomita . Tom was the Urban Development 

Director in Monroe,  Louisiana in 1982.  He 

moved to Camp Verde, Arizona in 1985 to 

become that cityõs Planning Director. In 1989 

Tom was appointed Director of Commerce 

and Economic Development in Coolidge, 

Arizona, and in 1992 he became Assistant City 

Manager in Surprise, Ar izona.  Tom came to 

California in 1994 as the City Manager in 

Greenfield .  In 1998 he became the City 

Manager in Grover Beach , and he moved to 

his current position in Lomita  in 2001.  Tom has 

a BA and a 10 -year ICMA Service Award.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wolfhousing.com/    
 

Beverly Hills City Manager 

Roderick J. òRodó Wood is a 

Past President of the City 

Managersõ Department of the 

League of California Cities, 

and a Past Board Member of 

Cal -ICMA.  Rod earned a 30 -

year  ICMA Service Award in 

2003, which means he is about to receive a 35 -

year award.  Rod began his municipal 

government career in February, 1972 as an 

Administrative Intern in Escondido , and in 

November of that year he became an 

Assistant Planner there.  Afte r 4-years he was 

appointed Associate Planner in 1976 where he 

served for 3 -years.  In 1980 Rod was appointed 

Escondido  Assistant City Manager.  In 1989 Rod 

was selected to be the City Manager in Indian 

Wells, and in 1992 he was appointed City 

Manager in Novato . He was appointed in 

Beverly Hills in 2004. Rod has an AA degree 

from Palomar Community College where he 

majored in Architecture and urban planning, 

and a BA in Public Administration from San 

Diego State University. Rod also has certificates 

from Geor ge Washington University School of 

Business Management, and the University of 

California, Berkeley Goldman School on Public 

Policy.  Demonstrating his strong commitment 

to excellence in public management, Rod has 

lectured at many colleges and universities,  

including: Harvard; UCLA; the University of 

California, Berkeley; UC San Diego and San 

Diego State University.   

http://www.ci.beverly -

hills.ca.us/government/policy/manager/biography_of_city_man

ager_roderick_wood.asp  

 

http://www.urbanfuturesinc.com/
http://www.wolfhousing.com/
http://www.ci.beverly-hills.ca.us/government/policy/manager/biography_of_city_manager_roderick_wood.asp
http://www.ci.beverly-hills.ca.us/government/policy/manager/biography_of_city_manager_roderick_wood.asp
http://www.ci.beverly-hills.ca.us/government/policy/manager/biography_of_city_manager_roderick_wood.asp
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La Palma  City Manager Dominic D. Lazzaretto  

left municipal consulting in 2003 to become 

the La Palma  Community Development 

Director.  Dominic served as Assistant City 

Man ager starting in October, 2005, and was 

appointed City Manager in July, 2007.  

Dominic was active in MMASC.  La Palma was 

originally incorporated as òDairyland ,ó as one 

of three dairy cities in the region (the other two 

being Dairy Valley - now  Cerritos  and Dairy City 

- now  Cypress). When  the dairies moved in the 

1960s Dairy land became  La Palma . The Cityõs 

population was 15,408 at the 2000 census . La 

Palma was listed in 2007 by Money Magazine  

as the 16th best place to live among small 

c ities (50,000 or less) in the United States . 

 

La Palma Fitness Run 

For Fun, July 4, 2008 

La Palmaõs Fitness Run For Fun 

is an opportunity to focus on 

health and wellness while 

participating in a quality running, walking, or 

strolling experience to kick -off the Fourth of July 

Celebration.  

http://www.cityoflapalma.org/portal/2008RunForFun.htm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

òWhen we hold on to disappointment, a 

poisonous root of bitterness begins to grow.ó 

---Marvin Williams  

San Clemente  is home to the annual summer 

San Clemente  Ocean Festival with  òThe 

Greatest Show on Surf.ó This year the festival 

will be on the weekend of July 19 -20.  George 

E. Scarborough  has been the San Clemente  

City Manager since August, 2003.   George 

began his municipal government career in 

1977 as the Planning Director in Greenfield .  In 

1978 he went to Scotts Valley  for a similar 

position but returned to Greenfield  in 1980 as 

the City Manager.  In 1984 George was 

appointed City Manager in Los Altos Hills where 

he served until moving to San Juan Capistrano  

as the Assistant City Manager in December, 

1988. George was appointed San Juan 

Capistrano õs City Manager in 1993 and served 

there a little more than 10 -years prior to his 

appointment in San Clemente .  He was 

awarded a 25 -year ICMA Service Award in 

2002.  George has a BA fr om the University of 

California.  

 

 

http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/  

 

  

For information about the July 19 -20, 2008  

San Clemente Ocean Festival  

call Executive Director Peggy Vance at telephone 

number 949 -440-6141, or send correspondence to:  

San Clemente Ocean Festival,  

Post Office Box No. 1373,           

San Clemente, California 92674.  

 

 

Grandson Tyler Pounc éy and his 

mother Samantha Simpson on the 

beach at òT-Street,ó San Clemente  

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cerritos%2C_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cypress%2C_California
http://www.cityoflapalma.org/portal/2008RunForFun.htm
http://www.bobmurrayassoc.com/
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http://www.piperjaffray.com  

 

 

CCMF Vice President Wade G. McKinney , City 

Manager of Atascadero , began his municipal 

government career as an Assistant Planner in 

La Puente  in June, 1979. In 1980 Wade took the 

Director of Planning p osition in Taft. In 1984 

Wadeõs Taft position changed to Assistant City 

Manager/Director of Planning and Building.  In 

May, 1986 Wade was appointed City Manager 

in Shafter , and he served in that position for 

more than 11 -years when he was appointed 

City Ma nager in Atascadero  in 1997.  Wade 

has a BS from California Polytechnic University, 

and in 2004 he received a 25 -year ICMA 

Service Award.  

Atascadero  City Hall was damaged by the 6.5 

San Simeon Earthquake  on the morning of 

December 22, 2003. The City still  await s a 

FEMA determination of funds available for 

restoration , while local services are 

administered from temporary quarters.  
 

 

 

 

http://www.hdlcompanies.com/     

 

Women Leading Government (WLG)  
An Initiative of the Cal -ICMA Coaching Program  

Organized by women public managers, WLG is designed 

to assist female managers in their career development.    

Please check out the  WLG website:  

http://www.womenleadinggovernment.org /  

Trackdown Posse                                                     
We are pleased to acknowledge the Trackdown Management 

Services Posse, a group of  individuals who support our City 

Manager Newsletter. Thank you to each of you for the support:                                                                             

Gregory Korduner , Huntington Park                                                              

Howard Chambers , Lakewood                                                                             

Mike Egan , Bellflower                                                                                            

Ernie Garcia , Norwalk                                                                                                

Joe Tanner , Vallejo                                                                                                   

Bob Gutierrez , Moreno Valley                                                                              

Dave Carmany , Seal Beach                                                                                   

Maria Dadian,  Artesia                                                                                           

Linda Lowry , Pomona                                                                                              

Ken Bayless , Greater L.A. Vector Control District                                                

Jeff Stewart , òIn Transitionó                                                              

Kevin OõRourke, Fairfield (Retired)                                                                      

Tom Odom , Lomita                                                                                                                                                                      

George Rodericks , Belvedere                                                                                                                                                        

June Catalano , Pleasant Hill                                                                             

Nelson Oliva , Hercules                                                                      

Richard Ramirez , American Canyon                                                        

Vern Lawson , Lancaster                                                                                          

Fred Diaz , Fremont                                                                                

Fran Delach , Azusa                                                                            

Bill Kelly , Urban Futures, Inc.                                                            

Chris Kelly , Chino Hills                                                                      

Don Penman , Arcadia                                                                  

Jason Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                           

Anthony Gonsalves , Joe A. Gonsalves & Son                                 

Bill Crowe , El Segundo                                                                 

Gerald W. Forde , McFarland                                                          

Steve R. Thatcher , SRT Associates                                                  

Ernesto Marquez , Hawaiian Gardens                                           

Gary K. & Mary Jo Sloan , La Mirada  (Retired)                                

Bob & Nadean Dickey , South Gate                                                         

Deborah Lopez , Pico Rivera                                                          

Glenn Southard , Indio  

Please let us know if you would like to join this distinguished 

group , and we will send you a Statement.  

 

 

 

www. joneshall .com  

 
 

Anderson  City Mana ger R. Scott Morgan  

started his city government career as a 

Planning Intern in Fountain Valley  in 1978.  He 

became the Housing & Community 

Development Coordinator in 1979, and move d  

to Orange  as an  Executive A ssistant. He was 

appointed the A ssistant to the  City Manager in 

1989 and left there for the Anderson  City 

Manager pos t in 1997.  Scott has a BA & MS 

from the University of California.  He has a 25 -

year ICMA Service Award.  

 

http://www.piperjaffray.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Simeon_Earthquake
http://www.hdlcompanies.com/
http://www.womenleadinggovernment.org/
http://www.joneshall.com/
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Lake Elsinore is the home of the Lake Elsinore 

Storm Class ôAõ professional b aseball team ; a 

farm team of the San Diego Padres .  The 2008 

population estimated by the State Department 

of Finance is 49,807. In 1985 Lake Elsinore City 

Man ager Robert A. Brady  was a Planning 

Manager in the City of Cerritos .  He went to 

Lake Elsinore in 1998 as the Director of 

Community Development, and was appointed 

City Manger in 2005.  He has a BS from 

Michigan State University and an MBA from 

California State University.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.kosmont.com/  

Half Moon Bay  City Manager Marcia L. Raines  

is a Member of the Board of Trustees of the 

California City Management Foundation . The 

community dates back to the 1840s as it grew 

with the name òSpanishtown.ó  It was renamed 

Half Moon Bay in 1874, and after some òrealó 

gro wth following WW  II, incorporated in 1959.  

Marcia was the Community Development 

Director in Martinez  in 1992.  She was 

appointed Assistant City Manager in February, 

1997 and selected to be Martinez  City 

Manager in October of the same year. In 

October, 2000  Marcia became the 

Environmental Services Director for San Mateo 

County.  After six years in that position she was 

appointed City Manager in beautiful Half 

Moon Bay  in October, 2006.  Marcia has a BS 

from California Polytechnic University, Pomona.   

 

www.muni.com  

 

 

 

 

 

http://caltrust.org/  

Contact Lyle Defenbaugh about CalTRUST investment 

opportunities  for cities .  Lyle.Defenbaugh@wacho viaps.com  

 

Healdsburg  City Manager Chet J. Wystepek  

started his career in 1975 as a Planning Aide in 

Vacaville .  After promotions to Assistant 

Planner in 1976 and Associate Planner in 1977, 

Chet was appointed Chief of Housing and 

Development Services in Vacaville  in 1979.  In 

1985 Chet moved to Suisun City as the Assistant 

City Manager and in 1988 he became City 

Manager.  Chet left Suisun City and was 

selected for the Healdsburg  position in 1995.  

He has a BA from California State University 

and an MPA fro m USC.  Chet has a 30 -year 

ICMA Service Award.  

William Francis Emlen  is the City Manager in 

the City of Davis.  Bill got his start as a Principal 

Planner in Palmdale  in 1988.  His next 

assignment was as Planning Director in 

American Canyon  before heading t o Davis as 

a Principal Planner in 1997.  In 1998 Bill became 

the Community Development Director in Davis, 

and he was appointed Assistant City Manager 

in 2005.  Bill has a BA from California State 

University, Northridge.   

Moreno Valley  Deputy City Manager Rick C. 

Hartmann  was an Associate Planner in La 

Puente  from 1981 to 1984, and then was 

appointed Community Development Director. 

In1995 he took the same position in Highland , 

and move d  to his current job in 2006.  Rick has 

a BS from California Polytechnic,  Pomona and 

an MPA from California State University, 

Fullerton.  

 

http://www.kosmont.com/
http://www.muni.com/
http://caltrust.org/
mailto:Lyle.Defenbaugh@wachoviaps.com


  
 

City Manager Newsletter          June , 2008 [8] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.CLLAW.US 

 

 

Monte Sereno  City Manager Brian Keith 

Loventhal has a BS from California Polytechnic 

University and a JD from Santa Clara University. 

In 1992 Brian was an Assistant Planner for the 

Port San Luis Harbor District.  In April, 1993 he 

became an Associate Planner in Monte 

Sereno , and in 1995 he became the City 

Planner.  Brian was appointed City Manager in 

December, 1998.   

Pennsylvania  State University graduate Hugh 

Ridge Riley , Assistant City Manager in 

Moorpark , has a 30 -year ICMA Service Award.  

Hugh began his public management career as 

an Assistant Engineer in Tucumcari, New 

Mexico in 1974.  In 1975 he became the 

Tucumcari Director of Com munity Planning & 

Development.  He went up through the 

Tucumcari organization becoming next an 

Assistant, then Deputy City Manager and then 

was appointed City Manager in 1985.  In June, 

1988 Hugh moved to California to become the 

City Manager in Hollister.  He was appointed 

City Manager in Temple City  in 1994, and 

moved to his current position in Moorpark in 

2000.   

 

 

 

http://www.americanhomelandsolutions.com/  

 

 

 

 

http://www.ecivis.com  

 

Patrick M. òPató Pratt has been the Rancho 

Mirage  City Manager since 1990.  Pat has a 25 -

year ICMA Service Award, and he is a 

graduate of Bowling Green State University 

with a BS.  Pat went to work in Rancho Mirage  

in 1976 as an Ad ministrative Assistant/Senior 

Planner.  He had a short stint with private 

business starting in 1979, but returned to 

Rancho Mirage  as a Community Services 

Coordinator.  He later served in another 

assistant capacity, Assistant City Manager and 

was appointed  City Manager in 1990.   

 

www.willdan.com  

Rancho Cucamonga  City 

Manager Jack Lam  began his 

career in 1968 as a Planning 

Aide in Alameda County.  In 

1971 after  a Housing Intern ship 

at  the Oakland  RDA he  

returned to t he Planning Aide 

position .  In December 1971 Jack became an 

Associate Planner in El Cerrito , and served 

there until he took a similar position in Antioch .  

In 1976 Jack was appointed Director of 

Community Development in Lompoc .  He 

moved to Rancho Cucamong a  in 1978 as a 

Deputy Director in Community Development.  

He was appointed Assistant City Manager in 

1988 and became the City Manager in 1989.  

Jack has a BA from the University of California 

and an MA from San Francisco State University.  

He has a 35 -year  ICMA Service Award.  

http://www.ci.rancho -

cucamonga.ca.us/dept_city_manager.htm  

http://www.cllaw.us/
http://www.americanhomelandsolutions.com/
http://www.ecivis.com/
http://www.willdan.com/
http://www.ci.rancho-cucamonga.ca.us/dept_city_manager.htm
http://www.ci.rancho-cucamonga.ca.us/dept_city_manager.htm



